
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Welcome to the 20th edition of the 
newsletter for the Portree and Bracadale 
Free Church of Scotland. 
 
We start this issue with a heartwarming story 
from Nikki Nicolson following her mighty 
endeavour to support friends on a long 
distance walk for a very worthy cause. 
 
Hike for Harris 
 
Harris Don Morrison was a special boy.  
 
Diagnosed with neuroblastoma; an 
aggressive cancer, his spirit was endearing 
and his resilience encouraged others. He 
passed on 28th November last year. 
 

On 2nd 
September 
Harris' 
parents 
Ruth and 
Peter and 
their friend 
Nigel and I 
set out to 
walk the 
West 
Highland 
Way in his 
memory and to raise funds for seven smaller, 
regional charities who had helped them. 
They were inspired by the walkers they 
passed while travelling back from a 
children's hospice in Glasgow last year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leaving Milngavie we set off to complete the 
96 miles north to Fort William. There was an 
unspoken determination between us all to 
make every moment of our time together fun, 
with no negativity; just as Harris had shown 
us. And we did. We laughed, a lot!  
 
Harris loved being in nature and we 
experienced the wonder of creation in all its 
many forms. 

 

Each day provided 
challenges; terrain, 
weather, midges! But 
we received the 
strength to keep going 
and after seven days 
reached the finish line 
feeling elated; we'd 
made it! 
 

What better way to 
honour someone who was so loved? 
 

justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ahikeforharris 

 
Landscaping 
Update 
 
The eagle-eyed 
among you will 
have noticed 
some significant 
developments at 
the church site 
recently with a new fence erected around 
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the children’s outdoor area, painted nicely to 
match the church building and more.  Work is 
to continue here over the coming months and 
we remain indebted to DA Campbell and his 
team for the work done in this area. 
 
We recently had some young green fingers 
helping their Grampa to prepare the ground 
for next year 
by planting 
some spring 
bulbs.  A big 
thank you to 
Cameron and 
Edith 
McGilvary for 
keeping Peter 
right.  
 
In a very nice 
touch all of the bulbs were kindly donated 
by Robert and Janette MacRae from their 
new garden in Invergordon. 
 
Garden Tool Amnesty 
 
Do you have 
any garden 
tools lying 
around no 
longer used 
and in need of 
a new home?  
The 
landscaping 
team are on the 
hunt for tools to 
help with maintaining and improving the 
grounds of the church over the coming 
months. Spades, hoes, rakes, picks, edge 
trimmers and a self-propelled petrol mower 
would all be put to very good use.  Think of 
those poor tools sitting unused in your shed 
and put them to a good new home!  DA 
Campbell or any office bearer can be 
contacted to arrange collection.  
 

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 
 
It’s approaching that time of year again 
when we all look to provide a much needed 
Christmas gift to those across the world in 
need.   
 
We are very 

grateful to 
Isabel 
MacLeod 
for her 
ongoing 
work in this 
area, her 
legendary 
shoe-box 
wrapping efforts and for this article 
on the appeal. 
 

Blythswood began in 1966 as the 
Blythswood Tract Society in Glasgow to 
introduce people to Jesus Christ. Jackie and 
Donald Ross and Ian and John Tallach who 
were all training to be ministers led the 
group. They showed the Gospel in written 

words, by practical action and 
reached out to people in need.  
 
By 1970, the work moved to 
Lochcarron where Jackie was a 
minister. 20,000 Bibles were 
printed at a time and 
distributed mainly in schools 
and prisons in the UK, India, 
Africa and the communist 
Eastern Bloc.  

Bible studies were produced to huge 
demand in these countries.  
 
Following the Romanian Revolution of 1989, 

the scale of crippling poverty became 

evident and many vehicles laden with aid 

were sent out in 1990, one or two bought 

with no idea of how they were going to be 



paid. Lachie MacLeod and Jack Fraser drove 

one of these vehicles to Romania in October 

of that year and Lachie passed his HGV test 

the day before they left. When Lachie and 

Jack asked what to do if things happened 

along the way, Jackie’s words of farewell to 

them were “Go in faith – God will take care 

of 

everything”. 

 

The first 
Christmas 
Shoe Box 
Appeal in 
1993 
delivered 
boxes with 
love and 
prayer to the 
poorest and most vulnerable communities in 
Europe. A Christian tract or Gospel, including 
children’s literature, is added to each box so 
that the recipients can read of the love of 
Christ. 
 

Lachie and Jack did another three trips and I 
was fortunate to have been able to go on 
their last one in 1996 along with Brian from 
London. There were so many eye-opening 
moments but it was truly a blessing to see the 
joy on 
people’s faces 
when aid and 
shoe boxes 
were handed 
out.  
 
We visited the 
Daniel Centre 
for 
abandoned 
young men, 
orphanages and homes for disabled children 
funded by Blythswood; also, schools and 
people in their own homes. As we left 
Romania, we went to a Sunday Evening 

Service in Oradia and the minister was Rev. 
Sandor Fazakas! I will never forget seeing a 
big man sitting to the right of us weeping 
profusely as the Word was being preached. 
Dana was organising a lot of the work in Cluj 
and we stayed with her parents who fed us 
but went without themselves. Obviously we 

paid our way! 
We saw many 
instances of 
kindness like 
that. 
 

Can you 
imagine a 
child here 
receiving only 
a shoe box on 
Christmas 
morning? These 

children would get nothing else and were 
totally gobsmacked by the kindness of 
people in Scotland. We saw many children 
and adults in tears as they received their 
boxes and some would keep the empty shoe 
box as a reminder. 
 

Poverty in many countries is as bad if not 
worse now than in the 90’s and Blythswood 
recognise that the need for shoe boxes is 
every bit as necessary today. It won’t be a 

surprise to 
learn that they 
are now also 
handed out to 
families in the 
UK. 
 

If you can, 

please 

support this 

valuable 

work. Wrapped shoe boxes will be in the 

foyer with a leaflet detailing what can be 

put into them – a small donation can also be 

put into the box to help with transport costs. 



An afternoon tea will be held towards the 

end of October for people to return their 

boxes and to share in fellowship with one 

another. 

 
Donnie’s Devotional – In exactly 100 
words – count them! 

 
I love counting. Algebra may 
not be for everyone, but 
arithmetic is fun. In the Bible 
we are told to count. We 
must count our days, count 

the cost, and count our blessings. Also, in the 
Bible we meet a God who counts a lot. He 
counts the stars (Psalm 147:4). He numbers 
our days (Job 14:15). He counts our steps 
(Job 31:4). He counts our hairs (Matthew 
10:26-31). He counts our tears (Psalm 56:8). 
But when we put our trust in Jesus, there is 
something he doesn’t count; he does not count 
our sins against us (2 Corinthians 5:19). 
 
 
Treasurers Report 
 
The last financial update was in April, so it’s 
about time that we had an overview, now 
that we’ve been in our new building for 10 
months or so. We are enjoying its facilities, 
and we give thanks to God for it. 
 

The following aspects of our finances are the 

ones to know about: 

· Building cost situation. It’s worth bearing in 

mind the bigger picture – we paid 

£256,000 for the land in 2012, the building 

itself is costing £2.1 million (including the 

next and final payment of £51,000), and 

the extra necessary costs throughout the 

project came to £390,000. That’s an overall 

total of about £2.75 million. Thankfully, at 

this time we have just enough money to pay 

that final payment of £51,000. 

· Loan situation. Our mortgage from the Free 

Church is for £700,00, repayable over the 

next 20 years. We began repayments in 

January this year, at £3,387 per month – 

this is a lower-payment schedule to allow us 

to get used to the costs, but it will increase to 

£4,900 per month in 4 years’ time (2028). In 

the meantime, if we can raise any surplus 

funds, we should consider directing them to 

reducing that huge capital sum of £700k, so 

that the monthly repayments can be reduced 

– a good reason to continue our fund-raising 

efforts. We look forward to the day when 

we will be free of the new-building cost-

burden, and therefore able to support local 

and national church development in more 

substantial ways 

· Income. For this year so far, the New 

Building Fund income is £97,397, but note 

that over £40,000 of that was from 

significant donations around the official 

opening event in early February. Specific 

fund-raising events this year have brought in 

about £10,000 (including £4,000 for the 

creche playground), and the end-of-month 

collections have brought in a useful £3,750. 

However, the backbone of our New Building 

income are your regular givings to the bank 

account and the Sunday collection box, 

totalling about £2,700 per month. With our 

mortgage being £3,387 per month, that 

means that we’re needing to find about 

£700 from our current account every month 

to make up the difference. 

Thankfully, the monthly regular income to our 

Current Account is steady at about £5,500. 

Out of that, £4,200 is sent to the Edinburgh 

office to meet essential ministry and 

administration requirements; the remainder is 



used locally for the upkeep of our own 

manse and other costs, and to fund the gap 

in the mortgage. There is also the much-

appreciated quarterly boost from the 

HMRC-Gift Aid source of about £3,000. 

· Running costs. These are now working out at 

just over £1,000 per month – electricity 

£552, insurance £404, broadband £50, 

odds & ends £30. Hopefully, we’ll be able 

to reduce electricity costs a little as we 

develop our management of the heating 

system. For comparison, in 2023 our running 

costs for the primary school and Camanachd 

clubhouse were about £1,125 per month. 

We’re also grateful for a modest rental 

income of about £250 per month from 

various user groups – regular hirers now 

include Skye Quilters, a Cancer Support 

Group, the Housing Association, and a 

photography group (linked with the 

University of the Third Age). 

In summary, we are solvent and have the 
funds to meet our current liabilities, but with 
the various responsibilities outlined above. As 
ever, your Deacons’ Court is grateful to God 
for your givings that are often sacrificial. 
Thank you to all who do this. 
 

Dr Charles L Crichton 

Treasurer, & Chairman of the New Building 
subcommittee. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Craft and Chat 

The first few sessions of Craft and Chat have 
been a huge success and we have been 
delighted to welcome visitors from the local 
area and as far away as Canada.  

Whether it is sewing, knitting, crochet, 
sketching, agrumi, wood turning or anything 
else creative please do come along and 
spend some time with others at Shepherd’s 
Way.   

The next session is Thursday 10th October 
from 10am-midday.  Thank you to everyone 
who has come along and supported so far.  

 

 

Sporting 
Success 

All at the 
newsletter 
want to extend 
a huge congratulations to Andrew Rose, 
Oliver Rose, Calum Alasdair Munro and 
Finlay Crawford and the rest of the team for 
their recent success with Skye Camanachd 
U14’s at the Macmaster Cup Final held at An 
Aird, Fort William prior to the recent 
Camanachd Cup Final. 

Having suffered defeat in the same fixture 
last year against Newtonmore, the boys 
travelled to Fort William full of confidence. 
Already having suffered a 5-3 defeat to the 

Badenoch team earlier in the season they 
knew they were in for a tough game. 

Going 2-0 down inside the first 25 minutes 
against the run of play didn’t dishearten the 
team and they dug deep to find themselves 
trailing 3-2 at the break. 

A strong start followed in the second half 
and the boys 
worked strongly as 
a team to first 
draw level and 
then to take the 
lead; eventually 
running out winners 

by a score of 
five goals to 
three.  

Throughout the 
season the 
boys have 
been well 
supported by 
club Chaplain 

George Dock who 

attends training sessions and 
games both home and away 
and is always there to 
encourage the team.   

Well done boys. 

 

Summer Holiday Club 

This summer saw the first holiday club to be 
held in Shepherd’s Way Church and Mairi 
Evans provided this encouraging report of 
events. 

It is hard to believe it is over already and 
despite it being just a few hours per day, 
there has been a lot of preparation involved. 



The children seemed to have had a great 
time and enjoyed being with their friends 
and making new friends.  

We had 12 children who attended, a 
mixture of children with a church background 
and those with no church background.  

The theme of the club 
was Deep Sea Divers 
from Scripture Union. 
All of the children 
had registered online 
and then we had our 
lovely welcome team 
at the door to 
welcome them in 
(Rena, Katherine & 
Moira) 

 We opened each 
morning with a 
prayer and a 
reading where we 
asked God to equip 
us and bless the 
children and  the 
parents who sent 
them. 

Then we had a time of crafting followed by 
our SU club action theme song which 
introduced them to Jesus coming into the 
world, dying and rising again.  All the 
leaders 
joined in 
of course 
but 
special 
mention 
has to go 
to 
Precious 
who really managed to whip up the 
enthusiasm with the children.  

 We then had our comedy duo Flotsam & 
Jetsam (Anna & Ross) who acted the part of 
surfers who found objects which were later 
used in the lesson. Each morning they also led 
a “Frogkicks” workout to keep the theme 
going and tire everyone out just in time to 
settle down for the morning’s lesson.  

Day 1 was the story of Mary using the 
objects left behind by Flotsam & 
Jetsam, an angel and a feather,  and 
this was delivered by Nikki who did a 

fantastic job. The lesson introduced the 
children to the birth and baptism of 
Jesus. 

 Day 2 was the story of Asher,  who 
found a mat and a walking stick, and told 
the story of the paralysed 
man whose friends brought 
him to Jesus and he was 
healed. 

Rolf delivered this 
lesson and it 
introduced the 
concept of sin and 
the solution to the 
problem of sin – 
Jesus.   

Following the lesson, we had a selection of 
different sea theme based crafts which 
Rachel had laid out on tables.  Rachel had 
come fully stocked with stones from Camus 



Mor so we are grateful to her for the extra 
time she spent preparing the materials. 

They all enjoyed being able to take their 
designer stones and shells home and we 
hope they will be a lasting memory for 
them.   

The weather wasn’t ideal and so we had to 
curtail our games slightly but our games 
master (Ross) used up more of their energy 
with some parachute games which they 
seemed to enjoy.    

Game time seemed to use up plenty energy 
and that led us nicely into a more peaceful 
time where we spent time filling in their 
Scripture Union Deep Sea Divers exercise 
booklets which had puzzles and activities to 
affirm what they had learned about Jesus 
earlier in the day.  This was a time of almost 
one to one working with the children which 
they seemed to really love and we were so 
thankful to have so many helpers with this 
and particularly the help from Christine, 
Andrew, Jacob, Precious, Anna, Ross, 
Katherine & Chris. 

We finished each morning with a further 
singing of our club theme action song after 
which Rolf asked the children some questions 
on the lesson for the day and then prayed 
with the children, a prayer which he had 
written 
especially 
for 
them.  We 
closed 
with a 
time of 
quiet 
after the 
prayer 
listening 
to a hymn 
called 
“May God’s blessing be upon you” before 

the family members arrived to collect the 
children.  This time was very special on both 
occasions as the children sat quietly and 
enjoyed this time of reflection together.  

We are so thankful to God for all these 
answered prayers and it has been very 
special to witness how God’s people of all 
ages work together. 

 


