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We were grateful to Mowi for providing their

Can you believe it's now October? With the Salmon Wagon at the agricultural show which
clocks going back this month it's a sure sign proved a massive hit and sold out within 90
that winter is coming but with minutes leaving many

completion of the new building disappointed. With all proceeds

now clear on the horizon we can
be sure of a cosy place to come
together very soon.

from the wagon going towards the
new building project this was a
§ great show of support from such a

_ _ large and well known business.
August in particular was a busy

month for fundraising efforts and

_ o _ There was huge support for the
we start this edition with a recap

3:16 Challenge later in the month

of some of the events that our where a stall was in place at

congregation has participated in. Somerled Square for a total of over 35 hours
staffed entirely by volunteers both from within

August Fundraising our own church and also the wider community.

Thousands of visitors to Skye in the form of
cruise ship passengers had the opportunlty to
= engage with the 7 Ty
Show and T e, cvent and learn

Starting with the
Skye Agricultural

followed closely _] NG SRt 2 more about our : 3 ‘ .”_f
by the Skye / building project. TREE CHURCH

of <coTLA N‘?

Highland Games
it was a busy
few days for the
volunteers who
supported the
fundraising efforts at stalls at both events.

Across these three
events alone
around £34,000
was raised

toward thenew building

¥ fund.
With more jam | fund

than you can
imagine, plenty of
baking, Skye
themed greetings
cards and enough
tartan scarves for
a Bay City Rollers
concert there was
something for
every visitor to the
stall.

Bruce would like to give a

. specific thank you to every

| single person who helped at

| the stall, ran with him, came
for a walk, sent messages

| and prayers of support and
donated so generously over
the 3.16 days of the event.
He’s now formally retired from
fundraising running events!
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The Sports Pages

In what has been a particularly positive spell
for sport in our community we couldn’t let the
opportunity pass to recognise some of the
sporting achievements in our congregation
over the past couple of months.

Firstly, a huge congratulations goes to Caitlin
MacLean on
captaining the
Skye Camanachd
Ladies to success
in the Valerie
Fraser
Camanachd Cup
Final at
Newtonmore
against Glasgow
Mid Argyll. The
stunning 3-0 win
saw the -

silverware coming back to Portree for the third
time with Caitlin also being named Player of
the Match.

The team are great ambassadors for the
community and their hard work has really paid
off. Well done!

Keeping it in the family and also the same
sport it was a
proud moment
for Caitlin’s dad
Ewen as he

, officiated at the
% recent
Camanachd Cup
Final in
Inverness.
That’s now two of
our congregation
to have taken an
officiating role at
this prestigious
event in the
space of a

"
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couple of years.

In the build up to the main event in Inverness
Skye Camanchd under 14’s took on
Newtonmore in a hotly contested final of the

MacMaster Cup. Whilst Newtonmore took
home the silverware on this occasion we were
once again well
represented in the
team by Oliverand |
Andrew Roseand |
Finlay Crawford. S

Not to be outdone
by the clash of the
ash our
very own
Ross
Evans also found success recently in
what turned out to be his first foray into
the world of triathlon.

In challenging conditions at the
inaugural Skye Triathlon Ross
performed admirably to come second
to a seasoned local triathlete. The
weather was not particularly kind to the
competitors  pau 1
but Ross S
took the
swim, cycle %
and run in
his stride
and earned
his place
on the
podium.
Well done
Ross!
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New building pictures

We’ve dotted some pictures of the new building
throughout this issue to show you the progress
that is being made.




Meet the Team — Debbie MacDonald

| was brought up in the
small community of
Morangie, a wee place
just outside of Tain.
My mum and dad took
us to church every
Sunday and each day
we had family worship
where we learned the
reality of a loving God
who was always there.
| didn’t always
appreciate this
growing up and on
many occasions saw
this as a chore! With
hindsight | can see how privileged | was and
how precious it was to be taught these truths.

| always knew there was a God but didn’t
understand that | needed to know Jesus for
myself. | went to church camps and these
made it very clear that | needed Jesus as my
Saviour. The camps made a big impact on me
but | still wanted to keep my ‘Christian’ life and
my life at school separate. It wasn'’t cool to go
to church (although my friends respected and
knew that | went!) | slowly realised that |
couldn’t mix my two worlds, and | put my trust
in Jesus as my personal friend and Saviour.

Donnie G and | married in 1991 and we have
been blessed with five children, a fantastic
daughter in law and an amazing grandson,
Calum. During these 32 years there have been
many great times but there have also been
many really difficult times, especially the last
two years. | am so thankful that | have had
Jesus with me though all of this; knowing that
he hears all my moans and groans, all my
guestions, but equally importantly, all my
thankfulness for him being with me always.

| am really looking forward to the new church
building being completed. | am looking forward
to it being a church that has a message for
everyone and where we as a congregation can
put our faith into action.

. Tellus a

P |was
| brought up

Six in Sixty — Grant Mackay

Thanks to Grant for agreeing to be the subject
of this edition — our next “volunteer” is actively
being sought!

bit about
yourself.

in an old
mining
village -
Loanhead.
School was
not for me and | left at 15. When my brother
moved to Aberdeen | decided | couldn’t miss
out and moved with him aged 17. | lived here
for 20 years. During this time | worked in B&Q,
drove lorries, became a joiner and finally a
manager of a courier company. It was also
here that | met Irene who was not so keen on
Aberdeen so we ended up moving to Skye.

We now live in Sconser with our two boys
Hamish and Glen and our dog Mali. My
hobbies predominantly involve me driving here
there and everywhere for football, dancing,
swimming, play dates - none of which |
participate in!

| was brought up in a Christian household and
went to Sunday school from a young age. We
were very active within our church community
and often spent weekends helping out at
different events.

How did you become involved with Skye
Young Carers. Tell us about the work of the
charity.

Before we moved to Skye | did some
volunteering with the service. | soon realised it
was where | wanted to be career wise when we
moved to Skye. With the guidance of Marjory |
was able to accept full time employment with
them.

We support young carers across Skye and a
Lochalsh aged between 5 and 18 years. They



all have a caring role for a family member. We
provide weekly groups which allow for some
respite and also skill development which
includes healthy eating, money budgeting,
household safety, social skills etc. During the
school holidays we provide respite activities
both on and off island. These include film days,
bowling, shopping, ice skating,
swimming, beach bbq, water fights,
Landmark etc. A highlight for our
older carers is our annual Christmas
trip to Edinburgh. This is a weekend
long break that enables the carers
respite but also an opportunity to do
some Christmas shopping, to
develop life skills within a larger city
and enjoy different activities.

What's your favourite fish?

| don’t like fish for eating but in our
fish tank Ronaldo has to be my
favourite - he is the only swordtail left
swimming!

If you could see any place in the
world, where would it be and why?

I'd really like to go to Australia. It is somewhere
| have always wanted to go. I'd like to see their
wild life, beaches, experience their culture and
of course their weather! The one big stumbling
block is I'm not very good with spiders or
snakes or creepy crawlies...maybe Australia
isn’t the best ideal

If the electric goes off and you get to
choose three people to spend the night with
(not Irene, Hamish and Glen) who would
you pick and why?

| would pick Pete and Diesel. | wouldn’t miss
the tv or radio if they were with me playing for
the night.

What do you hope to see when the new
church building opens?

A church that continues to grow. A community
building open to all. A church that has a
positive impact for the whole community but
particularly those that are the most vulnerable
and lost.

School Prefects

We were delighted to hear that some of the
younger folk in our congregation have now
taken on additional responsibilities at Portree
High School as prefects. We spoke with each
of them to find out a bit more.

Anna Moller

What does it mean to you to be a
prefect?

Being a prefect is a great opportunity
to be given. To me it means that |
have a chance to take responsibility
in a variety of roles, both as part of a
team or individually, maintain positive
relationships with pupils and make
helpful contributions within the school
community in general.

What do you hope to achieve in
the next year?

This year, | would like to develop
several skills, for instance,
independent working and time management as
well as the ability to perform well under
pressure.

Findlay
MacDonald

Extra
congratulations to
Findlay for not only
becoming a prefect
but also Head Boy
of the school.

Finlay told us “I felt
honoured to be
made a prefect, but
very surprised to be
made Head Boy, but not as surprised as my
siblings were! There are more duties than | had
expected, but | hope to do my best in fulfilling
them all. It looks like it's going to be a busy
year but | am looking forward to it.”




calum Donnie’s Devotional (in
MacLean
exoctly 100 wordsy — kind

Not only did
Calum take af)
on the
additional Not long to go now. We will be sad to
responsibility leave the Primary
of being a School where we
prefect but he have enjoyed
also recently fellowship
turned 18. together and
We would all known the
like to wish blessing of God.
Calum a very But look at what
happy 18t we are going to!
birthday and The new church building is beyond
hope he has a anything we had imagined, and we
successful 6" year at High School. feel the excitement of anticipation. When Paul

knew there was not long to go for him, he could
When we caught up with Calum he told us " | reflect on the blessings of God in his life, but
am very excited about being a prefect. | am he was also filled with anticipation and
taking my duties very seriously. | am going to excitement. He knew he was going to a place
open doors for everyone and help Mrs Maclean that was beyond anything he could imagine.
put boxes from deliveries to teachers. | am also He could say,

on lunch duty every Thursday."

‘the time for my departure is near. | have
Good News T fought the good fight, | have
for Everyone finished the race, | have kept the

faith. Now there is in store for

me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award
to me on that day—and not only
to me, but also to all who have
longed for his appearing.” (2
Timothy 4:6-8)

In September we
received a visit
from Good News
for Everyone —
formerly Gideons
—who gave us an
update on the
work of the
charity to share
the gospel
message in our
communities.

GOOD NEWS for Everyone! serves to
introduce others to the Lord Jesus Christ by
placing, presenting and/or

distributing Scriptures in many different areas
of life, most often Testaments, which include
the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs, but
also copies of the full Bible.




Building Update

The lights are on! About twelve months ago, we
had a visit from Dr John Higgs, secretary of The
Joseph Rank Trust, one of the organizations
that give grants to new church developments.
The Trust proceeded to give us £50,000 for
which  we
will always
be grateful. §
It's  worth §
having a
look at the
picture  of
Dr  Higgs
taking a
picture, just
to remind
ourselves

of our
journey. One month ago, he visited us again and
was very impressed with progress. He would
have been even more impressed a fortnight
later as the lights within the building were at last
switched on, much to everyone’s delight (and
with appreciation for our ‘resident electrician’).

We are
therefore glad
to report
renewed
activity  over
these last two
months, outside and |nS|de Wlth our mcreasmg
appreciation for the skills of our building team.
The scaffolding has come down to reveal more
than a hint of the building’s final appearance
with its rich burgundy-coloured entrance area.
The joiners have now put in place all the
skirtings and doors, the ‘Movawall’ partition
between the sanctuary and the hall was
installed last :

week, and
the flooring
specialists
are laying the
carpet tiles
during  this
last week of "aw
September.

The creche is a delightful project in itself and we

£1000's).

are grateful to | - \

the Creche 2
coordinators for \T2

progressing its &
development. - ot
The ‘kitchen e
cabinet’
continue to meet
weekly to
consider  the
kitchen layout
and expect to
begin the
installation programme very soon (to be
carried out by ourselves). Suddenly,
everything seems to be happening all at once
1 —it's an exciting challenge just to keep up with

g itall

Finances. We continue to receive donations
great and small, ranging from a jam-jar
containing £6 to several gifts of over £1000
each. In the background, and of great
importance, are the regular standing orders
which yield about £2,500 per month — these will
be critical to our mortgage repayment of
£30,000 per
year over the
next 20 years.
We also
receive
wonderful
donations in
kind -
Howdens have donated the creche sink unit,
and Campbell & Sandra Dickson are giving us a
commercial dishwasher.

And, of course, we are truly grateful for
the recent fundraising activities including the
‘3:16 Challenge’. We continue to be thankful for
the hard work of those who run the stalls at
various places — the Agricultural
Show (£900), the MOWI Salmon
Wagon (£750), Games Day (£550).
As well as all of that, we have seen
: the Tartan Mugs fly off the shelf, and
the Tartan Scarves as well — many of
them from the Somerled Square stall



However, there is still fund-raising work to be

done. We are glad to report tha_t we have Healthy
nearly saved enough to pay the builder (about Gos
» £2.1million, i
. which includes urc
the  £700,000
loan from The On Tuesday
26th

Free Church),
but we don’t
have much left
to buy our chairs

and tables, our , _ the ,
creche furniture Community Centre from Duirinish, Trotternish

our audio- and Portree &

visual
equipment,
our  floor-
coverings,
and so on —
altogether,

about

another
£80,000 or
sO0. The |
pressure is A
still on, but W
at the same *©
time we can report that we have always _ \
received just what we need when we need |~

September, a
good number
of folk met at

- Bracadale congregations, to
hear about the
denomination’s vision to have
a healthy Gospel church in
every community. Andrew
Giffin (CEQO), David Meredith

it — ‘hitherto the Lord has helped us’ (1 TS Sk ol (Mission Director) af‘d Sarah
Samuel 7:12). ¢ Johnston (Communications
Officer) were present to lead
When will it all be ready? Note that there’s . the Healthy Gospel Church
> : Gathering. There was a lot of

still the work of paving round the building,
and of making the ground suitable for car-
parking, and so on. Having said that, we
hope that we’ll be there by early
November — watch this space!

information, a lot of
discussion, and a lot of food
for thought.
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