
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
Happy Birthday to us! 
 
After 12 months, 7 issues, quite a few 
amended first drafts (thank you Fiona!) and lots 
of interesting meetings with people in our 
congregation, we are delighted to unveil the 
first anniversary edition of the newsletter.  
 
So much has happened in the past year, the 
new building has sprouted from the bare land 
that was there just a few months ago, there’s 
been a 101st birthday and we are looking 
forward to a 1st birthday in Thurso in 
December. 
 
We’ve learned about 
some of 
the vital 
roles 
people 
in the  
team  
carry 
out to  
make 
things 
run 
smoothly and there have 
been some fantastic 
contributors to the Six in 
Sixty section.  
 
We have also been impressed by the ability of 
David Meredith to produce devotionals in 
exactly 100 words every time and at Gillie’s 
determination to overcome saddle sore! It’s 
been incredible to see just how far across the 
world our little newsletter has reached but also 
and probably more importantly to hear how 
many local people have found themselves with 
a copy in their inbox. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Without the contributions of people in our 
congregation willing to get involved this would 
be a very short and pointless newsletter but 
you have shown just how much of a church 
family we really are. 
 
We are looking forward to another year of the 
newsletter and ask that you continue to share 
your stories and ideas with us to the email 
address above. 
 

Bible Class Update 
 
On Sunday 18 September the Bible Class 

enjoyed an evening 
session on Zoom with 
Elma Mackay of 
Blythswood who gave an 

emotional and 
informative 
presentation 
on the annual 
Shoebox 
Appeal and 
what it means 
to those who 
receive a box 
each year 

across the 
world. Thank 
you Elma for 
giving up your 
time to meet 
us.  
 
For more 
information 
you can visit Blythswood.org/shoeboxappeal  
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Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

Being invited by Allan Campbell, Senior Drum 
Major of the British Army to lead the Massed 
Pipes and Drums down the Royal 
Mile made me feel like the proudest 
Sgitheanach on the planet. 
  
A successful but gruelling three 
month selection process back in 
2019 was sadly followed by the 
cancellation of the event for two 
years but undeterred we returned 
en masse in 2022 with a 900 strong 
cast. 
  
In the lead up to the event, which 
was to be attended by performers 
from across the globe we set about learning 
the new musical arrangements necessary to 
put on the "Greatest Show on Earth"   
  
Under the watchful eye of Pipe Major Alisdair 
McLaren from Perth, Australia and surrounded 
by top class musicians it was clear I was 
standing shoulder to shoulder with the best of 
the best in the world. 

Being accommodated in Edinburgh University 
Pollock Halls for the duration of the show led to 
a truly immersive experience being surrounded 
by talented artists at all times.  Whilst some of 
the more athletic enjoyed a daily jaunt up 
Arthur’s Seat I preferred to make use of my 
bus pass and enjoyed 
being a tourist.  Hours 
were long, especially 
during the first week of 
training with marching, 
drill and formations 
rehearsed to faultless 
military precision during 
the day at Redford 
Barracks and then put 
into practice at 
Edinburgh Castle in the 
evening after the tourists 
had left. 

With an in-person audience of nearly 9000 per 
show and an estimated 100 million worldwide it 

was important that everyone knew exactly what 
they were doing.  Towards the end of the 
training week, I was privileged to perform for 
and then meet Her Royal Highness, Princess 

Royal, a 
regular visitor 
to Portree and 
patron of the 
event. 

Standing 
behind the 
high wooden 
doors in 
preparation 
for each show 
was 
awesome! 

With one minute to go the smoke machine 
would billow, the lights above would come on 
and the command “Quick March” was given. 
This was now real.   

At each performance seats were reserved for 
Ukrainian families now residing in Edinburgh. I 
had great pleasure being introduced to some 
young teenagers who had never seen a pipe 
band before, for them this was a fantastic 
special occasion. To their delight and with 
huge beaming smiles I invited them to have 
their photo taken with me whilst holding my 
ceremonial mace and wearing my glengarry. 
I  was truly humbled as the following evening 

their guardian came to 
express thanks for the 
opportunity to have their 
photos taken with me, 
commenting, "that this 
was something that they 
will always treasure".   

A spectacular laser light 
and fireworks display 
accompanied each 
show, and it really was 
an awe-inspiring sight, 

even after over twenty-six performances.  

Enjoying a month long spell of warm summer 
sunshine our band travelled through to 
Glasgow to perform at Piping Live, playing at 



various locations on Buchanan Street to 
entertain the mingling crowd.  

Probably having my family in the audience both 
at the opening show 
and the final Friday 
were the times I was 
most nervous, 
thankfully all went well, 
and my performances 
made them very proud 
and perhaps this time 
brought a tear to my 
eye!  

Being the first Drum 
Major from the Isle of 
Skye to perform as one 
of the leading 
drummies made for an 
interesting story picked up by the press. 
Interviews were duly undertaken with Highland 
newspapers, BBC news and an interview with 
British Forces Broadcasting Services (BFBS).  

Unfortunately for five days in the midst of the 
Tattoo I was in solitary lockdown having fallen 
foul of the COVID virus. Isolation rules were 
tight to prevent the spread of the illness but I 
was glad to get back into the fold quickly and 
onto the esplanade upon my release. 

On the last day of the Tattoo, I 
along with the Pipe Major, Pipe 
Sergeant and leading side 
drummer was invited as 
representatives of the band 
along with members from other 
Tattoo contingents to attend a 
civic reception in the city 
chambers hosted by the Rt 
Hon Lord Provost and Lord 
Lieutenant of the city of 
Edinburgh, Robert Aldridge. 
We were presented with a 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 
commemorative plaque.  

Having completed my first 
Tattoo I was privileged, along 
with other band newbies to be 
presented with the Royal 

Edinburgh Military Tattoo Medal, an award I 
will wear with pride.  

I left Skye on the 28th July not knowing many in 
the pipe band I was about to be 
part of but quickly bonds of 
friendship were made and we 
became a close pipe band 
family.  The month passed quickly 
and before I knew it my new found 
friends were updating me on their 
mammoth travels home across the 
globe. 

Performing as a Drum Major at the 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, 
marching across the draw bridge 
to a cheering audience , saluting 
on the esplanade to those 
dignitaries seated high above in 

the Royal box and marching down the cobbles 
of the Royal Mile at the end of every show to 
the tunes "Scotland the Brave and the Black 
Bear, was a dream come true. It was the 
pinnacle of my pipe band career that began for 
me as a young teenager back in 1973. I was 
privileged and honoured to have such an 
opportunity, now home enjoying  precious 
memories that will last  a lifetime .  

Hopefully my fantastic and enjoyable 
experience at the Royal Edinburgh Military 

Tattoo  is  an 
encouragement to 
the many talented 
Skye pipers and 
drummers to do 
the same and take 
up the challenge.     

The question is 
would I do it 
again!?  YES! If I 
was paid I would 
be away next 
week, but I’m not 
sure what Marie 
would say about 
that! 

Drum Major Peter 
MacDonald.  



Six in Sixty with...Christine Campbell 
 
Thank you to 
Christine for taking 
part in this edition 
of Six in Sixty.   
 
Favourite place 
you’ve ever 
been? The Grand 
Canyon, this year 
with my 3 children and we watched the sunrise 
together, God's magnificence in how he has 
made this earth, right there for us to appreciate 
and the splendour of his creation, very 
humbling but such a gift to be able to share 
those times together. 

 
Top three dinner party guests? Billy 
Connolly for his Scottish humour and amazing 
intellect; Aretha Franklin, a wonderful woman 
and singer, also the daughter of a minister and 
Bob Harris, a radio presenter who I have been 
listening to for more than 30 years.  He has the 
most soporific and relaxing voice to listen to 
and great taste in music. 

 
What would you serve at the dinner party? 
The three-course meal I would serve would be 
over a few hours of sharing time, music and 
laughs together, and as I love my food I may 
go into some detail!  
 
For starter- it would be local prawns in garlic 
butter, scallops wrapped in bacon, on a slice of 
Charley Barley's black pudding served on a 
pea puree 
 
Main course, would probably be my legendary 
fajitas, with homemade, fresh guacamole, 
salsa, chilli and cream cheese stuffed mini 
peppers, nachos, cheese and soured cream. I 
have been making this every Saturday night for 
many years and folk all over the world love 
them. 
 
For dessert, I'm not so much into as my gluten 
and egg allergies curtail the options quite a bit, 
but if I was going to have a dessert, I would 
enjoy some grilled pineapple, with panna cota 
and honeycomb. Of course, finished off with a 

selection of local cheeses, some dark 
chocolate and Skye Roastery coffee. 

 
Best thing about living on Skye? Skye is, 
and always has been my safe haven and the 
place I call home. When I come over the hill 
into Kyle and see the bridge and the Cuillins I 
know I'm nearly home. Every single day I drive 
to work/school etc, I appreciate seeing God's 
majesty in our beautiful island, in all weathers 
and times of year, and I count myself very 
privileged and blessed to be able to live and 
work in such beautiful island. 

 
Best piece of advice you’ve been given? If 
you smile at people, their automatic response, 
learned since birth is to mimic the facial 
expression presented to them, so they smile 
back! The converse is also true, try it! 

 
Most embarrassing fashion disaster? The 
terrible fashion that I did only once, was when I 
was 19/20 a hairdresser thought it would be a 
good idea to perm my long hair! It was the 
80"s, but Mum and Dad said I looked like Tina 
Turner! 
 

A Royal Appointment 
 
The young people in the Sunday school and 
Bible class were delighted to hear from Rev. 
John 
Urquhart 
recently at a 
special joint 
event where 
he told them 
of the time he 
spent the 
weekend at 
Balmoral 
Castle with 
Queen 
Elizabeth II 
having been 
invited to lead 
worship at 
Crathie 
Church. All present were captivated with the 
story and are very grateful to John for sharing 
his wonderful experience. 



Meet the Team 

 
This edition we get to know Elder 
Peter MacDonald. 
 
I am married to Marie and am dad 
to Alison-married to Bruce,  and 
Emma-married to Kevin.  I am a 
proud grampa to Finlay and Ellis 
Crawford and Cameron and Edith McGilvary. 
Like many Sgitheanachs I was born in Uig 
cottage hospital and have spent all my life 
staying and working in Portree.   
 
In my younger years I spent summer holidays 
hiring boats from the slip at Portree pier (no 
health and safety in these days) and with a 
keen interest in the sea, later took up a role 
being involved with Portree RNLI, serving for 
18 years.  
 
I was a member of Isle of Skye Round Table 
for many years and am still an active player 
with the Isle of Skye pipe band. 
 
I work as a Higher Building officer with 
SGRPID (known to many as the Dept of 
Agriculture). My work involves processing 
various grant scheme applications for crofters 
and commercial companies involved in the 
food and drinks processing industry as well as 
estate management for the Scottish Ministers 
estates on Skye, Raasay and Inverness. I am 
very fortunate that my work takes me to the 
most rugged, remotest, iconic and beautiful 
parts of the Highlands and islands.  
 
Having a career background in the construction 
sector, I hope I can bring practical advice on 
property matters to my fellow elders and 
deacons.   
 
I look forward with excitement to the 
completion of our new church building next 
Spring and pray that many more will come to 
worship with us and become one family in 
Christ.  
 
I am optimistic that our new building with the 
spaciousness and fantastic amenities afforded 
within will become an everyday busy facility 
serving our island community.  

A thank you from Gillie – around £10,000 
raised and counting! 
 
I am truly grateful for everyone who supported 
me on the day of my cycle. It was lovely to see 
a number gathered from the congregation 
when I set off for my cycle.  Rev Donnie G said 
a few encouraging words and then followed it 
with a lovely prayer. Truly the power of prayer 
and support helped me to fulfil my 140 mile 
cycle. 
 
In preparing for such a cycle, there was a lot of 
training, cycling and swimming. It took its toll 
on my body preparing for the cycle, I had to 
have some rest days!!! I was thankful to Wendy 
Page, ex Ross County physio, for helping with 
my hamstring and calf 10 days before my 
cycle. The day before my cycle I told Anne my 
wife, that this is the best I have felt for some 
time. I believe again it was the power of prayer 

from the prayer meeting, led 
by Donald Angus Campbell 
that really encouraged me 
for the challenge ahead. 
 
There are so many people I 
would like to thank for the 
support and the kind 

donations. It was lovely to have people gather 
as I set off and then see people on my route 
with lovely bacon rolls supplied by my pastoral 
team in Sconser. 
 
Meeting family at the south end of the island, 
the constant chants, tooting of horns, together 
with music blaring out by nephew Shockie and 
my daughter Laura, really spurred me on. 
 
I want to thank Dr Hannah and Anne for being 
my support team for the day providing 
paracetamol when required for pain relief!! 
 
To have Ewen MacRae join me for the last 2 
miles was really touching. I was overwhelmed 
and extremely grateful to see so many 
people at the finish, some of them travelling a 
great distance.   
 
Finally, I am thankful to God for his protection 
on the day as I travelled those miles on the 
tourist filled roads of Skye. 



Camps 2022 
 
Some of the young people 
who attended camps over the 
summer months have shared 
with us an update of their 
experiences. 
 
Anna Varwell 
 
"This summer, I had the 
opportunity to go to a summer 
Scripture Union holiday camp 
at Lendrick Muir (Kinross). 
  
I had been to this camp the previous summer 
and I thoroughly enjoyed it, so I decided to go 
to it again. 
  
There were some of the same campers, and 
most of the same leaders there, so it  
was nice to see some new and familiar faces. 
But most importantly, I knew we all had 
something in common - that we all shared the 
same 
faith. 
  
Over the 
course of 
the week 
we had 
some 
amazing group discussions about world issues 
or things we were individually struggling with. 
We heard some inspirational talks each 
evening, and had the chance to praise God 
together in worship. The theme of the talks was 
about the time line of the Bible and how the 
Grace of God was present through every 
character and event.  
  
Throughout the week, we also enjoyed some 
fun activities on campus, such as watersports, 
archery, high ropes courses and some other 
adventurous sports that really tested my fears! 
  
Overall, my week at camp was a week where I 
made friends (and saw old ones), felt involved, 
invited, loved, and had the chance to grow my 
relationship with Jesus." 
 
 

Andrew and Oliver Rose 
 
Andrew said "It was really fun throughout the 

week with a lot of great 
activities. We met loads of 
new friends and the food 
was really good!! We learnt 
new songs about Jesus 
and enjoyed working as a 
team." 
 
Oliver said "We already 
can't wait to go back to next 
year. Leaders were really 

nice. Activities were all really great-Landmark 
and the water sports were my favourite though. 
The week passed too quickly." 
 
Andrew and Oliver attended the Free Church 
camp at Kincraig. 
 
Finlay Crawford 
 
This was my first 
camp and when I 
was leaving I was 
really nervous but 
when I got there I 
knew some people 
from Gairloch that I 
had played football against. 
 
Camp was fun.  We went swimming, went to a 
trampoline park, did bubble football and an 
obstacle course.  It was a football camp in 
Paisley so we played football most days which 
was excellent. We went to Church in Glasgow 
and every night we had Bible readings and 
went into discussion groups to learn more 
about Jesus.  I can’t wait to go back to camp 
next year and think I will go back to the same 
one. 
 
Autumn Fling 2022 
 
A huge well done and thanks to 
all of the volunteers who gave up 
their Saturday afternoon to tend 
the baking stall at the Autumn 
Fling event in Portree. The fantastic sum of 
£260 was raised for the new build.  
 



Farewell to Anne and Iain Hunter 

 
We will soon be saying 
farewell to Anne and Iain 
Hunter who are moving to 
Fortrose in October.  
Anne has been a stalwart 
of many a baking stall 
over the years and both 
will be missed from our 
congregation.  We caught 
up with them before they 
moved to pastures new 
and Anne provided us 
with this article. 
 
Iain came to Skye in 
August 1966. He was 
brought up in Dumfries 
but his mother was from Staffin in Skye, so 
was coming back to her home island. 
 
We both came to Portree Free Church about 
18 years ago…not sure of exact time! 
 
Iain loves the peace that we have here, loves 
seeing the Cuillins out of our front window and 
the changing scenes with differing seasons. 
 
He’s looking forward to having a flat garden to 
sit out in, and from all accounts we’re heading 
to a friendly corner of the Black Isle . 
 
I was 3 months old when the Queen’s 
coronation took place. Have lived within 7 
miles from where I was born, ever since then! 
So for me, it’ll be both a huge change and a 
huge wrench. 
 
Like Iain, I love the peace we enjoy. I’ll miss 
many things dear to my heart but above all, it’ll 
be the people I’ll miss. Friends from way back 
and some more recently made friendships. All 
precious in their own way. 
 
Will miss the familiarity of everything but are 
looking forward to being so much closer to 
Edinburgh families, half the bus journey for me 
going to see them. For them coming to us, a lot 
shorter as well. Getting to know new people, 
and a new, to us, church family. 
Scary but exciting. 

David’s Devotional (for one time only 

with no word limit!) 

 

Dear friends, 
 
As we mourn the 
loss of our dear 
Queen Elizabeth 
III the limits of 
monarchy strike 
us.  It is the end 
of an era but 
however influential the monarch is, they 
are all in the hands of God.  Remember, 
“The king's heart is in the hand of the 
LORD, like the rivers of water; He turns 
it wherever He wishes.” (Proverbs 21:1)  
Affection for the late Queen is in danger 

of becoming deification.  That is the very last 
thing the Queen would have wanted.  She was 
the quintessential servant leader. The future of 
the faith is not in the hands of King Charles III. 
There is a higher hand. 
 
Did you notice how well the funeral service was 
designed? The moment when the instruments 
of state: the crown, the orb and the sceptre 
were paid on the altar revealed that there are 
limits to the earthly reign of all royals. One of 
her last acts of public witness was her choice 
of the Charles Wesley hymn, ‘Love Divine, All 
loves excelling’ with that poignant final verse: 
 

Changed from glory into glory, 
till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 
As I write my final note to you as interim 
moderator I wish you every joy in the service of 
the King of kings. 
 
A fellow servant, 
David  

 

We would like to thank David for his 
contributions to the newsletter these last few 
months and his impressive skill at getting 
exactly 100 words each time. No pressure 
Donnie G! 



New Building update – the Church on 
Shepherd’s Way 
 
The New Church Building subcommittee are 
glad to report that steady progress is being 
made at No 10 Shepherd’s Way. 
 
The framework of the building has 
now been erected, the roof is 
nearly completed, and the external 
blockwork is slowly rising. We are 
also into a pattern of monthly site 
meetings to discuss the important 
details. At the meetings, there are 
one or two representatives from 
our subcommittee, the builder (R K 
Joinery Ltd), the project manager 
(Nick Lawton over from Inverness) 
and the clerk of works (John 
MacLeod from Sluggans).  
 
Over the last few months, it has been exciting 
to see the building ‘grow’ out of what has been 
a barren field. However, we must be patient for 
the next while because there will be a lot of 
internal work carried out, without much external 
evidence. The next major visible development 
will be the installation of the windows, likely in 
early December. From 
that time, the building 
will be ‘wind and 
watertight’. 
 
Talking of unseen 
works, we have been 
asked by the builder to 
start planning the 
kitchen layout. This 
process has begun in 
the last month, with 
several meetings led 
by our advisers – Mairi 
MacRae, Christine 
MacKenzie, Muriel 
Urquhart and Sandra Dickson. The ‘wish list’, 
of course, has had to be constrained by our 
budget, which is always a frustration. However, 
in the providence of God, in the last few days 
we have been given privileged access to the 
Budhmor House kitchen – from there we have 
obtained the necessary work tops, all in high-

quality steel. We are sad about the loss of the 
Budhmor facility in our community, but grateful 
that there will long-term usefulness for some of 
its resources. 
 
Finances are always a burden, yet a cause for 

thankfulness to 
God. Our 
funding gap 
remains large, 
but is reducing 
– it is now just 
below the 
£300,000 mark 
i.e. that’s what 
we need to 
complete the 
project. There 
is constant 
reminder of 

God’s blessing. For instance, several 
substantial donations were given over the last 
three months, with the total income being 
£120,000 in that period. Also, our access to 
top-quality kitchen items was completely 
unexpected, and perfectly timed. As we said 
before, our God gives us timely tokens of 
encouragement, and we have a quiet 
confidence that the work will be fully financed 

and completed. 
 
Our Duirinish friends 
have pointed out that, 
as they drive into 
Portree, they can see 
that the skyline of 
Portree has changed. 
Our prayer continues to 
be that our project will 
indeed be used to 
enable good changes 
in the Portree and 
Bracadale parish. 
 

We are grateful to Dr Crichton for providing this 
update and to all of those who give so much of 
their time behind the scenes on this project. 
 
See you in December 2022 for the next 
instalment of the newsletter.  Get those 
ideas and articles to us ….. please! 


