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Welcome to edition 18 of the Portree and
Bracadale Free Church of Scotland newsletter.
We would like to thank all who have
contributed towards the newsletter. If you have
anything you would like to be considered for
inclusion in forthcoming issues please contact
the newsletter team on the email address
above.

In this edition we
plan, amongst
other things, to
show just how
much Shepherd’s
Way Church is
being used to the
benefit of the local
community but we
start with some
news that
shocked many!

On 12t April the
collective sound
of shattered
hearts rung out
across Portree
and Bracadale at
the news of the
congregation’s
most eligible
bachelor having
tied the knot.

Most often to be found surrounded by a group
of adoring mature female fans closely followed
by the men seeking news of his seafaring
exploits the exciting news of the nuptials
brought great joy to us all and saw a rare
opportunity for all of far flung Napoli family to
get together.

We were delighted to hear the news of the
marriage of Jake Napoli to Sophie Elizabeth
Watson at LeCropt Kirk in Bridge of Allan and
wish them both every happiness together.

School Leavers 2024

Jake and Sophie’s wedding was not the only
big life event to happen in our congregation
since the last newsletter.

Three of our young people have now
finished their studies at Portree High
School and are looking towards the
next chapter in their lives. We asked
Anna, Calum and Findlay to each give
a brief update for the newsletter.

Calum MacLean

Calum told us, “1 am happy and sad to
be leaving school and will miss my
friends. When | leave school | am going
to work
some days
and go to
college
some
days."

We all wish
Calum,
Anna and
Findlay the very
best for work and
studying.
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Anna
Moller

"The
time for
leaving
school
has
come -
on =
quicker = ‘ k
than | expected and it is a bit daunting to be
done with something that has been part of your
routine for so long. However, | am excited for
new opportunities both for further education
and socially. Although I plan to go to
University, for now | am looking for work. This
may give me an opportunity to go to University
open days and it will be good to gain
experience working."

Findlay
MacDonald
“ have lived in
Portree my entire
life. | attended
nursery in
Portree. | went to
Portree Primary
School and then
Portree High
School. I've also
attended Portree
and Bracadale
Free Church all
my life. Soon | will be moving to Aberdeen,
where | will start my studies at Robert Gordon
University. | will be studying architectural
technology, a course that immediately attracted
my attention when | found it on the RGU
website. | will also start going to a new church,
Bon Accord.

I’'m lucky to have connections to people that
already go to this church but despite that | am
still nervous as | will be thrown into a new
setting with new people, leaving the Church
I've grown up in and the people who | have
known most of my life. This dramatic change is
both exciting and terrifying. | look forward to

learning new skills in my uni course and | pray
that | will grow in my faith at Bon Acord.

However leaving what is comfortable is always
a challenge, and there is nowhere | feel more
comfortable than in my home and the Island |
was raised on. But I'll trust God to be with me
wherever | go.”

Church in the community

It's been a busy couple of months for
Shepherd’'s Way Church with a healthy number
of events taking place within the building.

The first event was the Island Chorus Mozart
Requiem which saw the building packed to the
rafters and
filled with
song and
music. For
more details
on Island
Chorus visit

Thank you to
Cailean Maclean
for these pictures
of the night.

Gillie and his band
of volunteers
cooked up another
storm at a food
and quiz night
which again saw
all the tables full of
lots of puzzled faces for an evening of testing
the grey matter and enjoying fellowship over a
hearty, home cooked meal. The winners of the
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quiz on the night were “The Skye Quilters” — A team of volunteers from within the
well done to the victors and to all who gave so congregation worked hard to deliver an event
generously of their time and skills to make the —

evening
a
success.

Sticking
with the
Skye
anyone that was very well attended by the local
who is interested in learning a new skill or community. Many
developing one you already have and who bargains were to be had
wants to meet new people is welcome to come at the car boot sale, a
along every Monday from 1230 to 1530 at tasty burger thanks to
Shepherd’s Way Church. Lachie and his trusty

wheels as a result of DA
Campbell cracking the
whip for his team of car
washers.

The team on teas were
kept busy from open to
close and as a result of ' :
the efforts of the team over £2500 was raised

The building has also been hired for on the day M
fundraising events by other groups in the which will l
community. The space, parking and go tOW&FdS
facilities are proving to be a big hit in the completing
community and helping others to meet their the
targets. outdoor

area for i

the young
people. Over £3500 has been raised towards
. the £4000 target for this project

* thanks to the generous donations of
all who supported the various
fundraising events.

If you or someone you know would

like to make use of the building

@ please contact Dr Crichton by email
( on crichtonskye@btinternet.com to

¢ discuss arrangements.

Events for the Archie Foundation and
Skye & Lochalsh Young Carers have
proved to be a great success for the
charities.

Our own big event in May was the BBQ,
teas, car wash and car boot sale which
included some excellent local talents
advertising their goods for sale. Check
out Brody’s photography on Facebook at
Baillie-Stewart Photography.

Not only has the building been used
for fundraising events but when
another local facility was unavailable
recently the team at Miss Fit G
fitness made use of the car park for



the wekl;}= military fit boot'camp on a warm
Saturday morning.

If you would like to improve your fithess in an
encouraging environment then check out
@miss_fit_g on Instagram.

Doy Devottonal — v
exactly 100 words

Some tell us it’s time for
a change. Others say
they are the only ones
with a plan. Still others,
better if we go it alone.
All promise they will
create a strong
economy to make our ‘
lives better, more prosperous. But the
Messiah’s Manifesto is a bit different. No spin.
No false promises. “If anyone wants to be my
disciple, they must deny themselves, take up
their cross daily and follow me”. And he

presents the only economics that really matter;

“What does it profit anyone if they gain the
whole world and lose their own souls?”. You
decide.

Landscaping

When weather
has allowed, there
has been a great
deal of work
carried out on the
grounds of the
church recently
under the stewardship of DA Campbell.

One evening over a dozen volunteers raked,
dug and cleared a huge volume of rocks to
help with the planting of grass seed.

This then paved the way for a tree planting day
led by James Finlayson.

We are grateful to Chris Crichton for providing
the following update on the day:

Dr James and Sandra Finlayson kindly planned
a day where the young folks in the Youth
Group, Sunday school and Creche were invited
to help to plant a tree as part of the developing
landscaping work at the church. 17 children
with their parents/grandparents and youth
leaders met in the cafe area of the church and
prepared their name tags.

Then everyone went out and watched/helped
James to plant two Christmas trees, a
Himalayan Birch and a Canadian Paper Birch
in the newly prepared grassy area nearest the
church access road from the roundabout.

This area has been transformed in the last few
weeks by Domnhull Angie and his team and
even while we were there Peter Macdonald
was watering the new grass.

We contlnued onto the slope at the far side of
the car park where James had

. left room among the trees he

. has already planted.

After each tree was planted the

young person's name tag was

attached to identify their own

one.

The day went very well. The
tree planting was an education as well as a
really enjoyable thing to do. The young folk
were very happy.



Because of the much cooler weather the
church was well used: to keep warm, to get
some hot drinks and for access to toilets. Again
it proved to be a wonderful facility.

Thanks to all who came along to help on the
day. We are very grateful to James and Sandra
for providing this unique opportunity for our
young folk.

Our prayers for safety were answered and we
give thanks to God for a day full of

blessings. The following week James helped a
further 6 young people to plant their own trees.

Creche Gift

Our youngest people in the congregation were
delighted to receive the gift of a beautiful dolls
house from Anne Macsween recently.

The house, which has been fully renovated,
has proven to be very popular with all the
creche children. Thank you very much Anne
for this kind gift.

Save the Date

Saturday 6 July will see
summer officially hit
Shepherd’'s Way Church
when the congregation
hosts it’s first strawberry tea in the new bU|Id|ng
with the added bonus of a silent auction.

More details will follow via email and intimation
but we look forward to seeing as much of you
there as possible to enjoy some time together
over tea, strawberries and cream!

Duke of Edinburgh Award

We are really grateful to
Angus Oag for providing
. us with an update on his
ongoing efforts towards
obtaining the Duke of
Edinburgh Award.

“ signed up to do my
bronze duke of
Edinburgh award last
September and last
weekend | completed
my final expedition for

the award.

To get the award | had to volunteer for 3
months, learn a new skill and do a physical
activity. I did 3 months in the crossroads
charity shop every Saturday and | really
enjoyed it.

For my skill, I've been learning the accordion
and I've enjoyed it so much I've bought my own
accordion and | plan to keep playing it. | did
walking for my physical activity which was
good, | got to explore a few places I'd never
been to before.

Last week | got to meet The Duke of Edinburgh
at Sabhal Mor. For the final expedition we
walked from Elgol to Sligachan and camped
overnight at Camasunary , where we had to
cook our own food on stoves and navigate the
route by ourselves. The only bad bit was the
midgies!! I've learned lots of useful life skills
during my experience and would definitely
recommend it to others”.

Congratulations from all of us Angus — great
effort. Well done.



Dancing award
winners

Congratulations to
Hamish MacKay and
Edith McGilvary on
their recent Highland
Dancing success at the
local Gaelic Mod.

Hamish attends
Shepherd’s Way
Church Sunday School
and Edith is a big fan of
the creche. We look forward to seeing them
both in action again soon.

Women For Mission

The benefits of the fé‘,’.f'_.‘.,‘“é“ e
technology n the A huge thank you to everyone who joined us in
church rea”y came to Livingston on Saturday! It was a real joy to see you
all there - photos and report to follow soon. &
the_ fore recently When If you missed the meeting a recording is available
ladies from all around to watch on YouTube
Skye were able to
attend the Women For
Mission conference
remotely via video link.
This enabled those
who couldn’t travel to
Livingston to be part of
the event and hear V‘Ivflwrl)\‘n;ual Gathering & Project Launch 2024
more of the planned
good work of the organisation.

Here's a
selection of
pictures
taken at the
tree
planting
day




Assisted Dying

Imagine you are so ill that you will pass away within
the next 6 months — you have been led to believe
that there will be such pain and suffering that you
will be glad to accept the option of a ‘quick end to it
all’ i.e. assisted dying.

You have severe mental health problems that just
never improve, and you want release; a 29-year-old
Dutch woman said recently “I aim to step out of
life”, and has been granted the right to assisted

dying.

You feel that you are a burden to your family, you
need a lot of hands-on care, and the cost of care is
using up much of your legacy — perhaps it’s time to
go, at least leave the family a little money. You are
seen as selfless, and your death is easily arranged
i.e. assisted dying.

You have a life-long disability, with no prospect of
improvement — you request death as there seems
no point in continuing to live i.e. assisted dying.

Don’t be misled by that phrase ‘assisted dying’ — it
can sound so helpful and caring. When you strip it
back, it is in fact a suicide request by the patient,
with a doctor helping them to kill themselves,
simply because they requested it. That doesn’t
sound so helpful and caring, does it? But that’s
what it is. Surely nowhere on earth would such
things happen? But they do - in Canada, Holland,
Belgium, and others. The shocking fact is that
people can commit suicide in any of the above
scenarios, after making requests to their doctors.

Supporters of the Scottish Assisted Dying Bill say
that it ‘is certain to become law’ in Scotland later
this year. Recently it's been approved in principle in
the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. And
Labour plan to introduce a Bill like this in
Westminster. We're also assured that 78% of Scots
want ‘Assisted Dying’. And an important aside — the
2022 national census reports that 51% of Scots
now say that they have no religious beliefs.

The people behind all this tell us that deaths from
terminal illness are full of pain and suffering, and
we’'re all “just one bad death away from supporting
Assisted Dying”. Therefore, they say, the ‘truly
compassionate’ person will seek a quick and easy
end to such a situation. Which also means that we
will be in control of our time of death and method of
dying. It all seems very caring and reasonable.

Should we be worried? Yes — very worried. The
Canadian law started out in 2016, strictly for people
who would die very shortly from terminal iliness; but
look at it now, only 8 years later. The ‘slippery
slope’ is not a figment of imagination anymore. And
consider these awkward realities — will a person
who developed dementia be allowed to cancel their
earlier request for assisted dying, what about
severe depression if the person had been given
enough time and further treatment, and will people
be under pressure to request Assisted Dying
because of their long-term costly disability? Will
Scotland do any better than Canada?

So what about the 78% who want Assisted Dying'?
Well, it depends on who you ask and how you ask
— almost all respondents were in good health, and
most had thought that ‘Assisted Dying’ only referred
to routine pain medication, not the giving of the
‘killing drugs’. And note this — when it comes to the
personal need for end-of-life care, most people
don’t want Assisted Dying, just relief of symptoms.
When we read in the papers that ‘most people want
it’, don’t believe it.

But perhaps it is true what they say — that the only
real options are either ‘assisted dying’ or terrible
pain and suffering? No — not true! We are not blind
to the harsh reality of disease, distress and death.
But we are very clear about God'’s gifts of pain-
relieving medicines, and of skilled doctors and
nurses who provide palliative care until a person
reaches their natural end-of-life.

And what about the ‘control thing’ (or ‘personal
autonomy’, the posh term). As one journalist put it,
“surely it's my right to choose to end my life, so you
need to respect that and stay silent”. But we cannot
stay silent, because (i) God has made us in his
image, therefore we have no right to take away the
life that he’s given us, either our own or someone
else’s, (ii) he instructs us to look after each other,
particularly the less able, to the natural end of life,
and (iii) we can do the ‘looking-after’ with great skill
and compassion, so that people simply will not feel
the need to request ‘assisted dying’ (whether they
believe in God or not).

What can we do? Pray that the Bill will fail. And
contact our 8 MSP’s, asking them to vote against
the Bill, and to leave the law as it is — it protects us
from ourselves. You'll easily find the MSP details at
www.parliament.scot, or write to them at The
Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh EH99 1SP.

Dr Charles L Crichton



