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Welcome to the 12" edition of the Portree and
Bracadale Free Church newsletter. It's
amazing just how much has happened since
our last newsletter in April and we are
delighted to share
with you just how
busy the
congregation has
been.

We start off this
newsletter with

coverage of the
Coronation Tea
Party.

A Royal
Celebration

We were
delighted to be
joined by so
many people at
the Skye
Camanachd
clubhouse on
Monday 8 May to
come together to
mark the coronation of King Charles Il and
more importantly share some time of
fellowship.

Invitations were extended far and wide and
over 100 people from across the community
came through the door enjoying refreshments,
cakes, sandwiches and time in the company of
others. A fantastic display of royal memorabilia
and photographs of previous royal visits to
Skye was made available to view and a big
thank

goes to all who contributed items for display.

A special mention goes to young Jonathan
MacDonald for his extensive display of royal

items and for sharing his knowledge with us all.

The Minister opened the event with prayer and
the Deputy Lord Lieutenant Norma Young
addressed the gathering, giving thanks for all
of the work done by the church in the local
community.

Thanks to so many generous donations on the
day over £1800 was raised towards the new
building fund.
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Salmon Wagon swims into Portree

Look out for the distinctive Mowi Salmon
Wagon at this year's Skye Agricultural Show
and help raise some funds for the new building
whilst you are at it.

Mowi have kindly agreed to recognise Portree
and Bracadale Free Church as a recipient
charity meaning that 100% of all proceeds from
sales at the Agricultural Show will be donated
to charity.

The latest edition of the Mowi newsletter, The
Scoop, features details of how
the wagon operates and some
of the other good causes being
supported by Mowi.

“After the success of 2022,
when Mowi’s Salmon Wagon
raised thousands of pounds in
vital funds for charities and
local causes by serving up
delicious barbequed salmon at
events across Scotland, the Salmon Wagon is
hitting the road again!

This summer, the Salmon Wagon is set to
attend ten major events from Rosyth to Kyle of
Lochalsh — with stops at Achiltibuie, Appin,
Benbecula, Isle of Harris, Isle of Skye,
Kilchoan, Newtonmore and North Uist along
the way. Arriving at events fully stocked and
staffed by
Mowi, 100%
of proceeds
from the
sale of food
from the
charity food
truck
benefits
local
causes.

Announcing the ten fantastic causes set to
benefit from having the wagon at their event in
2023, Jayne MacKay, Community Engagement
Officer at Mowi Scotland, said:

“After the success of last year, we are excited
to hit the road again to support another ten
brilliant events, which are vital social occasions
for our local communities. From village galas,
agricultural shows and Highland games to
festivals, women’s shinty finals and fundraisers
for RNLI lifeboat stations, we can’t wait to show
our support for these gatherings which forms a
key part of Mowi’s commitment to help the
communities we work in thrive.””

Easter Service

We are grateful again to the team at Portree
Community Centre for the use
of the hall for our Easter
service this year when the
& primary school was

| unavailable.

| It was great to have such a big
turnout including visitors from
~ America and Germany and
| many familiar faces returning
home for the weekend.

This was also the first opportunity to see the
Amazing Grace tartan that has been created
for Portree and Bracadale Free Church. All
children present were gifted an Amazing Grace
tartan mug and a cream egg.

Watch this space for more news on the various

tartan products that are soon to be available.




Spreading the Good News

“Good News for Everyone (GNfE formerly
GideonsUK) has the object to introduce others
to the Lord Jesus Christ by distributing
/presenting the Holy Bible or portions of this in
various areas of
everyday life, and
engaging in personal
witnessing.

We plan that
approximately 30 of our
GNfE Members come to
Skye from 14th to 17th
September 2023 for a
“Skye Scripture Focus” to distribute free copies
of God’s Word to those who don’t already have
Scriptures. This is planned as we now have
only one GNfE Member: Donald Angy
Campbell in Skye, and so our Skye Branch at
present no longer exists. This will only
succeed in accordance with the Lord’s will and
S0 we also request your prayerful support.

For this Scripture Focus, Skye is to be divided
into Postcode areas so that car-loads of
members can go out on the Friday and
Saturday with Bibles to be offered to Hotels,
Guest Houses, Bed and Breakfasts and Pods,
etc. Scriptures will also be offered to staff,
individuals and in many other types of
establishments in each area. At the end of
the 2 days of Scripture Distribution we plan to
have a feedback/ prayer session in Portree.

Later this month: May, Adrian Currie plans to
post out sample Discover magazines to each
Primary School Headteacher offering more
copies that we can deliver, for each of their P5
to P7 pupils for the new session. This glossy
colour magazine is a new young people’s
workbook which has long quotes from the NIV
Bible, starting with the creation account, then
with extracts from the Old Testament and
focusing mainly on the life and teachings of the
Lord Jesus Christ and the early Church. We
also plan to again offer (wee red) Youth New
Testaments to the students at the High School,
assuming again that permission is given.

On the Sunday 17th September several of our

accreditation GNfE speakers should share in
some of the Church Services in Skye for 10
minutes, the blessings and challenges of Good
News for Everyone, including some recent
feedback.

. In Scotland (Region 1 of the 10 Regions in
. the UK) there should be 34 Branches:
Some very active. There are however 4
branch areas up the west coast where there
no longer are Branches: Lochaber, Argyll,
{ Kintyre and the Isles, and now Skye

.J too. Since 2019 we have had Scripture
Foci in these other areas, so now it is the
turn of Skye. Last year we also distributed
Scriptures at the two 2 day agricultural
shows in Scotland, with the picture here taken
at the Black Isle Show in August 2022.

Please pray for the work of the GNfE team.
A New Arrival

Congratulations to Granny
Jennifer Maclnnes on the
arrival of granddaughter
Lilly Anna on Sunday 16
April 2023. Daughter to
Sacha and James who
attend Highland
International 4 =
Church where Lilly attended her
first service at just 1 week old.

W Donnie’sy Devotional
& (in exactly 100 words)

The 3:16 challenge: it sounds
mad. Run a mile on the hour every hour for
3.16 days! It's over to you Bruce. A bigger 3:16
challenge, what to do to save a perishing
world. Thankfully it was over to God, and he so
loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son to die on the cross to be our Saviour (John
3 verse 16). And for us there remains our
personal 3:16 challenge, for the Son was given
so that whoever believes in him would not
perish but have everlasting life. So now it's
over to you.



Meet the Team —
Rolf Napoli

This edition we find out
more about Rolf Napoli.

My name is Javier Rafael
Napoli. | thought it would
be difficult for people to
pronounce so | shortened it to Rolf.

| was born and brought up in Gibralter, a tiny
British colony at the southern tip of Spain.
Although British, my first language was
Spanish and it wasn’t until | went to school that
| learned English.

| was brought up in the Roman Catholic
tradition and although my parents

were not religious | attended church
from a young age by myself. The
mass was said in Latin so | could not
understand what was being said but |
went because | had a belief in God.

Unfortunately | knew nothing of the
Holy Bible while growing up. My
knowledge of bible stories came from
watching epic films such as The Ten
Commandments and Ben Hur!

After serving my plumbing
apprenticeship with a Scottish firm in K
Gibralter, at the age of twenty one | left home
to come to the UK. | had contacts in Inverness
so that is where | made my base.

| met my wife Katherine there in
1982. We married in 1986. It was
through Katherine that | started
attending the Free Church. A new
but comfortable and enjoyable
experience for me. We were
adherents at Smithton, Rev. David
Meredith was our minister. We were
blessed with our first two children,
Holly and Jake while there.

On moving to Skye in 1992 it was natural to
continue to attend the Free Church although

found the preaching and traditions there were
more difficult to understand.

We completed our family with the arrival of
Lydia and Anna. We’re a close family and
have been blessed with the addition of two
sons-in-law and two grandchildren.

| came to faith in 2000 under the preaching of
Rev. Kenny Sammy MacDonald. | was later
asked to be a Deacon and then an Elder and |
am currently the Youth Elder.

| feel very privileged to be able to serve in that
position. | am also on the Building Committee
and am very excited at the prospect of moving
in to our new church in Shepherd’s Way.
There will be challenges but I trust the Lord will
give us wisdom to deal with them.

| Bible Class Sunday
Session

Keeping it in the Napoli
household the young folk in
the Bible Class were delighted
to meet with Jake Napoli as
part of the series of Sunday
night Zoom sessions recently.

Jake spent time telling us
about life growing up in
Portree and the opportunities
and challenges that ultimately
led to him becoming an award
winning engineer and embarking on a career at
sea. Everyone present
took a great deal from
the session which
helped to demonstrate
some of the hurdles
that can present
themselves in life but
ultimately with
perseverance, prayer
and faith all difficulties
can be overcome.

We wish Jake the very best of luck as he
continues his career and we look forward to
welcoming him back to Church on his next trip
back to Skye.



Green Fingers

Thank you to all
who came along
recently to help with
gardening and
maintenance work
at the manse.

Under the watchful
eye of Robert
“Percy Thrower”
MacRae the team
cut, painted,
washed and
brushed for a few ~ :
hours before enjoying some top notch soup!

Missing from the photo is DA Campbell who
regularly helps out with maintenance at the
manse.

Going, Going gone!

After sifting through well over 3000 books and
Watchlng with interest as over 100 antique

; books went under
the hammer at
Taylor’s of
Montrose recently
we are delighted to
confirm that over
£1700 has been
raised towards the
new build as a
result of the
generosity of
people from across the north donating books
for sale.

A huge
thank you
goes to
everyone
who donated
books so
generously.

: youngest of three.

Six in Sixty with... Morag Maclean

A massive thank you to Morag Maclean for
agreeing to be the subject of June’s Six in
Sixty

Tell us a bit about
yourself? | was
brought up in Wick, of
Harris parents, the

Studied in Aberdeen
where | became a
Christian along with
many others, taught in
Stornoway, Aberdeen,
Edinburgh and -
Golspie, lived in Lairg for 24 years before
coming to Skye in 2001. | like reading and
making crafty things. | have one son.

What’s your favourite book (excluding the
Bible)? 'Sing' by Keith and Kristyn Getty. This
IS not a tome but an easily read book about the
important part singing plays in our worship of
God. | love singing - psalms, hymns
and.....Runrig.

What did you enjoy most about being the
wife of a Minister? | think knowing that my
husband's ministry was blessed to many
people.

What three guests would you have round
for Sunday lunch? | would ask Kate Forbes,
Tim Farron and Dan Walker to find out how
they, as Christians, cope with being in the
public eye, to thank them for their stand and to
pray for them.

If you could go anywhere in the world
where you go? | think I've visited all the
places | wanted to see so maybe | could travel
back in time to childhood holidays on the Isle of
Harris, to tilly lamps, peat fires, getting water
from the well, drinking milk straight from the
cow, uncle drinking his tea from his saucer and
only putting his teeth in for church on Sundays
and amazing gaelic psalm singing in church -
though I didn't understand a word. Magical, for
someone brought up in the town.



What would you like to see when we move
into the new church building? | hope the
new building will be a beacon of God's grace
and compassion to the community, that lots
would come along and come to know Jesus
as their Saviour. | hope, too, that Christians
in the congregation will deepen their
relationship with God through attendance at
services, prayer gatherings, Bible
discussions and having fellowship with each
other and be able to show God's love and
care to fellow Christians and those who are
unsaved through any community event that
may be held in the church.

316 Lanl LeNGe

iRY HOUR FOR 3.18

Fresh from the double marathon effort last year
Bruce is embarking on another run to raise
funds towards the new building project and this
time he is going for longer and further.

On Wednesday 16" August he will start
running one mile on the hour EVERY hour for
3.16 days in what is being billed as the 3:16
Challenge.

Based in Somerled Square, Portree Bruce will
run a total of 75 miles over the course of 3.16
days and overnight will use the en-suite
facilities of a cell in Portree Police Station for
the 20 or so minutes sleep he expects to get
between runs
with the event
concluding on
Saturday 19t
August.

It is hoped to
have helpers
at various
stages of the
event to chat
with those in
the vicinity to tell them about what we are
trying to do and offer our new Amazing Grace
mugs and bespoke 3:16 Challenge Coins
(more info coming soon) for sale. There are
two cruise boats in during the event so we
hope to be busy!

This is very much a community event and
Bruce welcomes anyone who would like to
come along to run a mile with him. A couple of
miles during the 3.16 days will also be

- o designated
as walking
miles for
those who
would like
to come
along to
walk.

At the
moment
the key
task of the
fundraising
IS to identify any businesses who would like to
support the event in return for having their logo
displayed on the event t-shirt. If you run a
business or know someone who does please
contact 316challengeskye@gmail.com for
more information.

You can also follow the event on Facebook
and Instagram on 3.16 Challenge Skye and
contribute via
www.justgiving.com/page/316challenge.

Credit to Willie Urquhart and the West
Highland Free Press for the picture of Donnie
G looking worryingly content in his role as
gaoler.

Mugs for sale

Be sure not to miss
your opportunity to
own a bespoke
Amazing Grace
tartan mug.
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Priced at £12 or £15
with postage you
too can enjoy your morning cuppa in the
knowledge that you have contributed towards
the completion of the new building. Order
forms are available at the door during each
church service.
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New Building update — the Church on
Shepherd’s Way

The New Church Building subcommittee at mid-
May 2023 is able to report significant progress.
The outside of the building doesn’t look much
different compared with several months ago, but
the eagle-eyed will have noticed that the three
window-sized holes in the gable-end wall have
had ventilation panels inserted. At long last, the
ventilation equipment (£65,000) has been
installed.

Inside, the ceiling
painting work has
been carried outin
the sanctuary, but
the underfloor
heating
installation  was
only completed
two weeks ago.
Only then could
the concrete floor
be poured, and
this took place
17th-19th May.
Once the concrete has set, the rest of the
plasterboard work can be continued, which then
allows the painting and decorating to start up
again, which then allows the skirtings and
fascias to be fixed, which then allows the
sanitary ware to be installed, which
then..... which then... and so on.
You can see that visible progress will
soon be made, but be assured that a
lot of behind-the-scenes work has
been happening all the time — for
instance, you cannot see the
ventilation equipment as it's in the
loft, nor can you see the heating
system because it's now under the
shiny concrete floor.

Fundraising continues to give cause
for thankfulness. Generosity from
within and without the congregation
is impressive. In the last two months, we have
received over £60,000. This has come from (1)
the regular standing orders of about £3,000 per
month, (2) many people who gave a total of

£5,400 through the JustGiving link, (3) the
Coronation Tea Party which raised £1863, (4)
several individual gifts of £1000 or more, (5) the
end-of-month collection of about £400 each
time, and (6) two jam-jars (£13 and £45.56).
We also received a substantial grant of
£38,000 from The Benefact Trust. This Trust is
based in Gloucestershire and mainly supports
English church renovations rather than new
building projects such as ours. The upper limit
of their grants is usually £30,000. How then can
we explain their gift of £38,000 to a relatively
smaII Scottish Presbyterian denomination in far-
away Isle of Skye? We sincerely
thank Dolina MacLeod for her
hard work in making the
application, and we give thanks
to God for moving hearts and
minds to respond in this way.
There is still fund-raising
work to be done. Thankfully, we
are now below the £100,000
mark in terms of our funding gap
to pay the builder, but we need to
begin to think about the cost of
furnishings — for instance, we will
{ require over 200 chairs for the
worship area, and 12 tables and
100 chairs for the hall area. However, we take
heart from our experiences over the last twenty
years or more, and can say with Samuel:
'Hitherto the Lord has helped us’ (1 Sam 7:12).

And when
will the new
building be

ready?
How long is
# a piece of
| string? We
had hoped
for a

definite
idea by
now, but all
we can say
at this
stage is

‘possibly late-autumn’.

Dr Charles L Crichton, chairperson, New
Building subcommittee



Latinam ad Gaelic transferre - non facile was Anointed (veiled by four portable screens)

plerisque! we heard it sung!
We were all very impressed at the news that It was a lovely feeling to be part of an event of
our very own Rev. THE ANOINTING such a momentous, historical
John Urquhart — : — significance while representing
heir Majesties kneel at the Chairs of he congregation kneels or remains . .
had played a key ot/ T sy trosheos Ay ion. o the beautiful ancient language
role in the recent TR R ————— of the Highlands and Islands of
coronation of King And lighten with celestial fire Scotland. It was also nice to see
Thou the moumna Spirit art, .
Chal’|eS ”I JOhn Who dost thy sev enfold gifts impart. my name and date Of bll’th
has kindly O gynorthwyydd oddi fry, Thlhlassed icetonsfosinabova included in the Order of Service.
i Rhodd werthfawrocaf Duw WYt ti: Is comfort, life, and fire of love.
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Earlier this year | Bho bhuaidh gach beud agus cradh. Where thou art guide, no ill can come. s|mp|y exclaimed, "Smaoinich!
was contacted by Go dti dhiot gurb aithnid diinn Teach us to know the Father, Son, Am balach beag agai nne a
An t-AthairMhac, a Spioraid, a run, And thee of both to be but One, N " . I O
my Old PrOfessor Tt leo an Tritr i n-einphearsa That, through the ages all along, BOI rseam: (l mag Ine: ur wee
lain Torrance. He Creidimis ionaibh tré bhiotha na mbeatha.  This may be our endless song: boy form Borsham !")
asked if I'd do a Praise to thy eternal merit,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

translation of a R i . An Afternoon with Marvin
h mn for a frlend h]‘«’lg‘):u:)jd N translated by ZI)XZIIC‘;;J; rL] 5; TI”:T‘."/I.m‘x;)a]](d;n: D;r;cs.

O%/hi s who was ¢ ' lain D erlmdm{ ® 196(7/./‘111.1' ;)uznim ,Ufuanm (b 1956) Andrews

composing a new piece of music for the
Coronation of King Charles lll. | said I'd be
pleased to do so.

Former Elgin City, Wrexham, Clyde FC and
Raith Rovers footballer Marvin Andrews
recently visited
Portree where
he gave a talk
to a large
gathering of the

Then Dr Grahame Davies, Deputy Private
Secretary to the House of the Prince and
Princess of Wales, contacted me by e-mail
from Kensington Palacc_a. He wanteq averse to local community
be translate_d from Veni _Creator Spiritus, a 9t at Portree High
Century Latin hymn, which has been sung at School.

every Coronation since that of Charles | in
1625. He then sent me a sound-file with the

: Marvin spent
music.

time talking

. ) through his life
| found the hymn online and also two English growing up in

translations - to see how others had Trinidad and
approached the translation work. | completed Tobago before
my translation into Gaelic in no time at all. I coming to Scotland to further his football career
then e-mailed Grahame: the Gaelic translation, and how his faith supported him through the

a literal English translation of my Gaelic highs and lows of professional football. He
translation (so that they could be reassured then answered questions from the audience
regarding its' accuracy), plus, a sound-file of before meeting and greeting many who were
myself reading it, along with a version of the keen to have their picture taken with him. A

Gaelic written phonetically - so that the healthy representation from Portree and
Choristers could learn how to pronounce it. Bracadale Free church were present.

Then ... | waited.

_ Ed — Marvin also formerly played for a number of
The day came, eventually, and during the other smaller teams including at least one in
Coronation ceremony, just before King Charles Glasgow.



