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Katie’s Kids

Having spent thirty years of her life dedicated
to caring for vulnerable children in Kenya and
now settled back in Portree Katie Mackinnon
continues to support those in most need in the
country.

Katie’s first experience of the Bible before
conversion was the Gaelic version of Psalm 23
with very limited access to in-person
preaching. Growing up in Kingairloch Katie
knew first-hand the importance of education
having been unable to attend secondary school
in Fort William due to the expense.

Leaving home to attend nursing college in
Glasgow Katie lived with an aunt. A
requirement of the lodgings being faithful
attendance at Church, Katie experienced a
regular Christian message for the first time. It
wasn'’t until she attended a sermon by
renowned evangelist Billy Graham however
that she first felt moved by the word of God.
This led to a steady
stream of questions
for her Christian
friends.

Inverness followed
for general nursing
training. On one
occasion Katie was
given the option of
attending a prayer
meeting or
sneaking out to go
dancing.

A dilemma indeed!

Exhausted after a night out dancing Katie
snuck back into her nurses accommodation,
stealthily evading the gaze of the night matron
to reach her bed. Having found the sanctuary
of her bedsheets she felt an empty feeling and
couldn’t help wondering whether the prayer
meeting might have been the better option.

Katie found herself questioning where her faith
was going and it was the question from a
friendly Doctor “The Lord is my Shepherd, is he
yours?” that really hit home with Katie. Coming
from a shepherding family she knew the
responsibilities of someone charged with
caring for a flock and was blown away when
she realised
that Jesus
did all that
and more.

Katie says
“All of a
sudden, a
light lit up
my whole
head and
everything clicked into place — Jesus paid the
price for my sins” Something Katie knew all
about given her regular run-ins with the ward
sisters! Katie describes her choice to follow
God as a practical decision with emotional
implications and it was that night that she
started to read the Bible — the Gospel of John
being her first passages.

Sadly Katie’s family weren’t sharing of her
enthusiasm for faith but she wasn’t deterred
from including a little piece of scripture in each
of her letters home.

On completion of her training Katie started to
attend the Free Church and she continued
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work as a midwife. Bible College followed and
having been supported to overcome her belief
that being a smoker made her ineligible to go
forward for communion and being astounded
that other young women at the college wore
make up she began to learn more about the
salvation offered by the Christian faith.

It was this faith that called her to seek out
international opportunities and despite initial
disappointment in not being supported to go
to Peru with the Free Church she was
successful in an application to Africa Inland
Mission and Kenya awaited her aged 31.

Posted to a small hospital and supported only
occasionally by a Doctor Katie quickly found
herself in charge. She was astounded at the
attitude towards premature babies and
saddened at the belief at the time that these
babies and their mothers were cursed. As a
result the babies often went uncared for. Katie
even
challenged an
American
doctor on this
approach to be
told as the new
girl to go home
and read her
Bible.

Undeterred
Katie set about
caring for one
young boy in
particular. At five months old, weighing only
five pounds and his mother dead he was
gravely ill. She found him to be immobile and
incapable of sitting up, his hips distorted. One
doctor suggested a major operation requiring
nine months in plaster cast but Katie set about
with regular prayer and rudimentary
physiotherapy. Eventually, movement returned
and after one prayer in particular a ‘click’ of the
child’s hips resulted in a full range of
movement being restored.

Another occasion saw a child deposited at the
hospital by his mother. Weighing less than two
pounds his mother was convinced that death
was inevitable. Premature and tarnished with

the label of being cursed even the child’s
mother didn’t hold any hope for survival.
However, a thrawn Katie would not accept this

and again took the child home. A kitchen

# drawer awaited the child
* asabed until alorry

.4 arrived and deposited a
.4 crate in Katie’s garden.

; Much to her
disgruntlement she
guestioned the driver as to
the reason for such a

¥ delivery. Upon inspection
however an incubator,
donated from a New York
hospital was found.

: “% Much to Katie’s delight
she was able to care for the child in an
incubator, demonstrate to others in the area
how to feed the child back to strength and very
quickly became something of an attraction in

~ the local community.

After nursing the child to strength he
returned to his parents only to come

% back to Katie again due to continual
neglect. Committed care by Katie and
. a stern talking to by the hospital
evangelist led the parents to change
their ways and Katie was delighted to
hear of the boy thriving years later.

Katie set up two baby homes and two
children’s homes. Ultimately 23 were
set up in total thanks to Katie’s
incredible perseverance. At times she was
caring for over 80 children in homes with
capacity for 40 but her faith never wavered.
Her love for the Kenyan people shines through
and the connection will never leave her. She
has fond memories in particular of the Kipsigis
people a thick smoky yoghurt and maize
porridge as the staple food. Her efforts to
support the children continue and Katie now
finds herself making two blankets a week to
sell in order to pay for school fees for the
children. One child’s fee now totals £500 but
Katie is firmly of the view that this is a small
price to pay for the priceless kind of education
that will help take Kenyan children out of
poverty and find success in life.



If you would like
to purchase a
blanket please
contact Alison
Crawford on
07900602140
or at the
newsletter
email address.
You can also N

donate directly to the cause to the Bank of
Scotland Account number 19112065 sort code
80-22-60.

*STOP PRESS** - July Newsletter
Special Edition

In July we will be issuing a special edition of
the Portree & Bracadale Free Church
Newsletter
dedicated to the
new building
project and
marking a grand
unveiling of our
new dedicated
Justgiving page.

But we will need
your help!

We want to know just how far across the world
the newsletter can reach so we can plot it on a
map and reveal the results in our August
newsletter.

So whether you’re in Portree or Portugal,
Bracadale or Brisbane, we ask you to share
the newsletter by email, social media and even
in the post! We then need you to tell us where
it's been. Whether you tell us on the Facebook
page, to our email address or just in passing at
Church we just want to know where it's been.

We might be a small group of people on a
small Scottish island but we have a large and
international reach and we really want to see
just how far we can go. Watch out for the
special release at the start of July then tell us
where you are!

Doaridls
Devotional un
(exactly) 100

woros

Friends,

In Alice and Wonderland the Queen laughed at
Alice for thinking the impossible was
Impossible. She famously said that she
believed in six impossible things before
breakfast.

In Portree we have seen God do the
impossible. In the last few years people have
come to faith, there has been new life where
there had been death. Let’s be hungry for
more of this. We are looking at a £2 million +
building project which is impossible. Let’s
watch and pray as God does the impossible.

Faith laughs at the impossible and says, “It
shall be done.”

Warmest regards,
David

If you go down to the woods today.....

&

A huge thank you to all who have volunteered
to get the creche up and running again on
Sunday mornings in the primary school.

A teddy bears picnic with toys, sweet treats
and a prayer was the perfect way to welcome
our youngest people back to church. It was
great to see them all together and amazing to
see how much some of them had grown!



Bible Class Update

Over the past couple of months the Bible Class
have really enjoyed being back together in
person every fortnight during the Sunday
morning service. In addition the class has
benefitted greatly from the input of outside
speakers on a Sunday evening over Zoom.

In April, local Christian athlete and
businessman Hugh Campbell spoke
passionately of the impact of God on his life
going from the lows of mental iliness,
homelessness and excessive alcohol use to
the highs of being called by God to run and
ultimately win the Skye Half Marathon at his
first attempt. Hugh’s input was so impactful
that he then went on to give his testimony at a
midweek prayer meeting.

In May we were privileged to spend time
speaking with Cabinet Secretary for Finance
and Economy, Kate Forbes MSP. During this
session Kate shared details of her childhood in
India and Scotland, her education, faith and the
challenges of working in Politics. She also
gave some valuable advice to the young
people in the group setting out on university life
and how she overcomes challenges in the
workplace whilst living her life in the spotlight.

The Bible Class also
enjoyed a team
building session at
Ace Target Sports in
Portree in April
where the group
received instruction
in axe throwing and
archery by Matt and
his team.

The “friendly”
competition helped
the group get to
know each other outside of Church and there
were plenty laughs and smiles — Matt’s fire pit
marshmallows were very well received!

We extend a warm invitation to any young
people who would like to come along to be part
of the group.

Getting to know the team

My name is Donald Angus Campbell but I'm
happy being
called Angie.

| have been
married to
Barbara for 40
years. We have
two sons.
Kenny who lives
in Helensburgh
with his wife
Lindsay and
their daughter il : \!
(with another on the way in the summer) and
Donnie who lives in Inverness with his wife
Rachel.

| am a Skye man having been born in Uig and
lived here all my life.

| didn’t enjoy school much but God blessed me
with manual hands and | was keen to start
work as soon as | could. My first job was at the
Portree Sawmill then | was a fisherman for 30
plus years. | have just retired from 12
wonderful years as handyman for the NHS
around North Skye. In my retirement | will be
helping Barbara run our guesthouse in
Heatherfield.

| was converted aged 24 at a testimony
evening at Portree Parish Church and
later | became involved in Good News
for Everyone (formerly Gideons UK)
distributing Bibles throughout Skye.

| am a Deacon in the Portree &
Bracadale congregation.

| believe the emphasis on our church is
for the people of our community to know
the reality of the wonder of the love of
Christ, which is far beyond anything this world
can offer. To have the assurance on a certain
day that we are citizens of a better homeland.

We should be a gospel church reaching out
into a community practically and spiritually.
(Ed — Congratulations on your retirement DA!)



Six in Sixty with ....Anne Hunter

What is your best memory from school? —
“practicing for the school dances”

What is your favourite bible passage?
“It changes. Psalms are my ‘go to’ for most
situations.” :

What is your
favourite thing
about Skye? “The
stunning scenery.”

What’s the best
book you have
read? “The Long
Walk by Nelson
Mandela”

Favourite flower? “l love geraniums”

And finally....milk chocolate or dark
chocolate? “milk chocolate”

A big thank you to Anne for taking part in six in
sixty. We continue to be really grateful to all
for their willingness to contribute and are now
on the lookout for the next willing participant!

New Building update

Thank you to Peter MacDonald for providing
the latest update on progress with the new
building.

Over the last couple of
months much of the
work that has been
undertaken has gone
on unseen.

This work involved
excavating trenches,
laying new underground
services and arranging
for specialist licensed
contractors to
disconnect live existing services for mains
electricity, water, street lighting and even a gas
supply that was never previously identified as

being on our site. Before the mains public
water supply was reconnected samples of the
water had to be sent to a specialist laboratory
in Aberdeen for testing for potable purity. All
tests were successful and new connections
have been completed allowing for above
ground works to get underway.

Members of our building committee meet
regularly via video link with our contractor and
design team colleagues discussing work in
progress, crucial technical issues and the
programme of work. Local meetings are hosted
in Dr Crichton’s well vented garage with open
doors ensuring COVID safeguards are in
place. Warm jackets are the norm.

The final location and levels of the building
have been set out and we have now reached a
major milestone with the concrete foundations
laid in mid-May with continual construction
progress and activity thereafter.

The Lord continues to bless us with kind
generosity from folk living near and far, with
over £65,000 gifted so far this year. As with
any construction project monies have to go out
to pay contractors staged invoices,
professional fees and service connection
charges. Since January 2022 costs totalling
£127,675.00 have been incurred.

Having May 2023 programmed for completion
our fundraising team will be active over the
coming months with a host of personal
challenges and community events to help raise
our target of £400k in 400 days.



A (double) Marathon Effort

As part of the ongoing efforts to raise the
£400k in 400 days necessary to reach the
target of £2.1 million to complete the build of
the new church Bruce Crawford is going to be
undertaking a marathon task on Saturday 11
June as part of the famous Isle of Skye Half
Marathon.

Starting around midnight Bruce will start to run
the half marathon course leaving from Portree
High School up the Drumuie hill and onwards
almost as far as Kensaleyre. From there the
route returns back through Prabost to Carbost
and onwards to Peiness and back into Portree
on the hill road.'

Bruce will
keep running
the course
throughout
the night
before
meeting up

with the rest sy 4 =y 9
of the half : s .

marathon

participants to take part in the race itself. This
will involve over twelve hours of running with
the aim being to complete a double marathon
of over 52 miles At time of writing the total
donated to this fundraising effort stands at over
£3200.

Although Bruce has completed a few
marathons and ultra-marathons previously this
will be the longest and furthest he has run and
represents a huge challenge of fithess and
mental strength to keep running all night

If you are able to support Bruce by donating
towards his effort you can do so at
www.justgiving.com/crowfunding/build-a-
church-portree and come along on the day of
the half marathon to cheer the runners on (and
look out for Bruce at the back of the pack!). All
contributions are very gratefully received and
goes a long way to getting us even closer to
our goal of a community focused church
building.

In a Big Country 2022

You are invited to attend In a Big Country
2022.

The day event, which is open to everyone,
will be held at Dingwall Free Church on
Saturday 18th June, from 10am. It is a great
opportunity for congregations to study
God’s Word, to hear what He is doing in
and around rural Scotland and to encourage
each other.

Ivor MacDonald, of Coatbridge, will speak
on the topic of ‘Urban/Rural: Same but
different’.

Neil (Lachie) MacDonald, of Lochbroom,
will speak on the theme of ‘Rural 2022 not
1922°,

Seminar Session One (10:45-11:30am)

1. ‘Rural life is not all pretty ... social and
spiritual issues in today's rurality’ will be
facilitated by Hannah Macleod who is a GP
on the Isle of Skye.

2. ‘Does a small population mean a
limited vision?’ will be facilitated by lain
MacAskill who is a minister supporting
mission and evangelism in the Northern
Presbytery.

Seminar Session Two (12:00-12.45pm)
1. ‘Village life ... the good, the bad and
the ugly’ will be facilitated by Ann
MacRae who is a doctor in Inverness.

2. ‘Communication in rural churches’ will
be facilitated by David Meredith who is the
Mission Director for the Free Church.

For more details on this really interesting event
you can visit www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/in-a-big-
country-2022-tickets-338205260047

A great opportunity for congregations to study
God’s Word, to hear what He is doing in and
around rural Scotland and to encourage each
other
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Hope Community Church Launch

Easter Sunday is a special day but in
Helensburgh it was especially so as we
publicly launched the new Free Church for the
town. 90 people attended this including some
new people from our local community and
many well-wishers from other churches. We
were able to
share a
message of
resurrection
hope and
worship God
with music
and with
prayer. There
was a joyful
spirit amongst
all the people,
and we trust
that Jesus
was glorified.

Since then,
we’ve been encouraged with numbers settling
at just over 50 which is stronger than we
expected post-launch. We have a strong core
group who are very keen to reach the
community through personal evangelism.

We've been seeing different new people invited

come along on different weeks.

We continue to meet for prayer and Bible study
as well. This has been a huge encouragement
for all believers as we all grow together in our
faith in Jesus.

While we’re very encouraged, we also know
how fragile we are as a small and new group
with no permanent building and limited funds.
But this is an opportunity for us to lean on God
and trust in the work of His Spirit. And it’'s an
opportunity for us to be supported in prayer as
well. Thank you all so much for your prayerful
support of us and this church.

Every blessing,
Duncan & Lydia

The Birthday
Spot

Many happy returns
to Flora Ann
Maclnnes who
recently celebrated
her 80" birthday with
family at Skeabost
House Hotel.

Also, congratulations
to Catriona
MacDonald who
enjoyed some cake
and time with her family when she celebrated
her 95™ birthday in May.

New Beginnings

We wish Anne Gillies a very happy new
chapter in her life having recently moved on
from her role as a Classroom Assistant at
MacDiarmid Primary School. Anne has been a
firm fixture at
the school for
18 years and
has been
involved in the
education of
many of our
congregation
past and
present.

Thank you Ann! E



