
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Special Edition 
 
Welcome to this short but very special edition 
of the Portree and Bracadale Free Church 
Newsletter dedicated to the ongoing project to 
design and construct our very own building in 
the heart of 
Portree. 
 
In recent 
weeks the 
project has 
had some 
great 
exposure on 
our Facebook page, BBC Highland Radio, 
Radio Skye and the West Highland Free Press.  
In this edition though we need your help.  
 
What we want to do is find out exactly where in 
the world our newsletter reaches.  Whether you 
are based in Braes or Bermuda, Slig or Sligo 
we want to know that the newsletter has 
reached your inbox or coffee table.  
 
Tell us via the Facebook page when we post 
the newsletter or reply to the email you receive 
just telling us where in the world you are and 
we will plot it on a map to be revealed in the 
August edition of the newsletter. 
 
This project will help us to see just exactly 
where in the world we are reaching and may 
even assist with providing future content for the 
newsletter. Don’t be shy, just one line is all we 
need to add you to the map – and this includes 
you locals! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Big Reveal 
 
In a first for the Portree and Bracadale Free 
Church congregation we now have our very 
own dedicated Justgiving page which can be 
found at www.justgiving.com/portreefreechurch  
 
This now means that in addition to direct giving 
at the door of the church, standing orders, 
bank transfers and all manner of other means 
of donation used we now have this additional 
tool that allows fee free payments 24/7 where 
Justgiving will automatically claim gift aid of 
25% on top of the donation. 

  

Fundraising Update 
 
 We are all aware that there is a 
long way to go with our fundraising 
efforts but even since February 
over £50,000 has been donated 
towards the new build project. 
Every single penny counts and we 
will keep the totaliser updated as 
we get ever closer to our target of 
£400,000. 
 

 Contributions to PortreeandBracadaleNewsletter@outlook.com 
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Building Update 
 
What do 174 queen size beds or 306,338 pints 
of milk have in common?  The answer is that 
these measurements are the equivalent to the 
volume of concrete that has so far been used 
in the construction of the new building with 
even more to come! 

 
We were delighted to have local company RK 
Joinery chosen to undertake the new build 
project and Robert Macqueen and his team 
have been hard at work over the past few 
months to get the build well on its way. 
 
Formed in 1995 by Robert and his friend 
Kenny Macaskill, RK Joinery started out as just 
two friends embarking on a joint venture.  27 
years later Robert is now in sole charge of the 
company and has many very happy customers 
across the area who speak highly of the quality 
of work undertaken by his team. 
 
We took the opportunity to ask Robert a few 
questions about his involvement in the project. 
 
What challenges have you encountered so 
far during the project? 
 
So far the main problems have been poor 
ground conditions with lots of clay and really 
large boulders underground.  We have 
encountered some services in the ground that 

we didn’t know about before and have had 
some trouble with surface water and 
underground springs but being experienced in 
the Skye conditions these are fairly normal 
problems for us and something we can 
overcome. 
 
How many people will you have on site 

during the build? 
 
At the busiest 
period, which is the 
last third of the 
build we will have 
around 15 people 
on site.  Generally 
at the moment 
there are around 4-
6 each day working 
on the building. It’s 
great to see the 
team working 
together so well 
and using all of 
their skills and 
experience. 
 

Ed- This picture shows the cornerstone of the 
building expertly laid by the team at RK 
Joinery. The whole building is dependent on 
this cornerstone being straight and true and we 
pray that the new building will be “built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone” 
Ephesians 2:20 
 
 

Thanks to Iain Cumming for this image 



What interesting facts can you tell us about 
the building project so far? 
 
At time of writing we have used 114 cubic 
metres of cement and are expecting another 
60 cubic metres over the next week or so for 
the floor slab.  Also, the Glulam frame, which is 
a glued laminated timber used for bearing 
heavy loads that can be engineered into a wide 
variety of shapes is coming all the way from 
Austria. 
 
What does it mean for RK Joinery to be 
involved in such an important facility for 
use by the whole community? 
 
We are really pleased and excited to be 
involved in 
this project 
and can’t 
wait to see 
it up and 
running. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to thank Robert and all of his 
employees for their hard work so far in getting 
the project up and running.  We pray 
that they will all remain safe and 
healthy as they continue to work on 
the build. 

 


