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It's 2025 and it’s issue 22 of the newsletter.
We start this edition with some seismic news of
a man who really has been a moral compass
for many over the years. He has seen the
climate change in the church, but has gotten to
know its ecology well since he first kame and
his faith has never eroded.

We are grateful to
Donnie G for
providing the following
article updating on Mr
T’s decision to retire
as an office bearer in
his 90" year.

At the service on New
Year’s Day, Alasdair
Turner was presented
with a gift from the
congregation to express thanks for his many
years of service as an office bearer.
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Alasdair joined the congregation in September
2002, by August 2005 he was ordained as a
Deacon, and in April 2012 he was ordained as
an Elder. During that time, he served as the
Clerk to the Deacons’ Court for several years,
and like everything Alasdair does, he kept the
Minutes meticulously.

As an Elder, he along with Babs, because of
their great love for people, proved to be
excellent pastoral visitors. Unsurprisingly for a
former teacher, he has always shown just as
much interest in the younger folk of the
congregation. He is so gifted in engaging with
children and teens alike, and has been a great
source of encouragement to them.
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Alasdair was also responsible for recording on
video most of the Sunday school events which
we loved watching together afterwards.

In the Kirk Session, Alasdair contributed
calmness and wisdom, which was always
appreciated by his fellow elders.

Although
Alasdair is
retiring as
an office
bearer, we
know he will
not be
retiring from
- the Lord’s
_service.
God still
has

important work for him to do. He will continue

to support and encourage; he will continue to
pray, and we will continue
to love him and give
thanks to God for him.

Donnie’s Devotional

Like David, we know what
it is like for the head to hit the pillow and the
mind to become a storm of activity. “When |
was in distress | sought the Lord, at night |
stretched out untiring hands” (Psalm 77:2). “All
night long | flood my bed with weeping” (Ps
6:6). And yet, at other times it was different. “At
night his song is with me - a prayer to the God
of my life” (Ps42:8). “On my bed | remember
you; | think of you through the watches of the
night” (Psalm 63:6) “In peace | will lie down
and sleep, for you alone, Lord make me dwell
in safety” (Psalm 4:8). Either way, night and
day, God is with us.



mailto:PortreeandBracadaleNewsletter@outlook.com

Here is a recap of some of the many festive
events co-ordinated by the congregation in
December 2024. We look forward to many
more!
Minginish Praise Event
S Thanks
' . tothe
newly
formed
praise
group
around
fifty
people
enjoyed
an
evening
of worship and carol singing at Minginish
Community Hall on Friday 20" December.

Expertly led by the multi-
talented Neil, Muriel,
Rachel and Anna and
well fed and watered in
the usual Free Church
fashion this event was a
fantastic opportunity to
get together in Bracadale
ahead of Christmas.
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Pudding and
Praise

Continuing a
common theme the
congregation came
together again on
Sunday 22" December for more singing this
time fuelled by sugar from the many puddings
contributed towards the pudding and praise
event.

Rumours are untrue that Gillie and Donnie G
felt it necessary to sample each dessert for
health and safety purposes.




Community Christmas Event

Shepherd’s Way Church
was also host to this
community event for
which much thanks go to
Irene Mackay and her
Chief EIf for their expert
organisation and to all the
helpers on the day for
what was a particularly
successful event.

I's always so
encouraging to see so
many members of the
local community attending
events at the church and
we hope for many more
opportunities for them to
do so.

Irene has kindly provided the following update
on the event

It is difficult to put into words the heartwarming
feeling of seeing Shepherd’s Way Church full
of joy and friendship at community events.

The sound of children laughing and playing
together. Adults chatting and treats being
shared. The joy of watching Donnie G in his
element welcoming and talking with different
faces, some who have never entered a church
building before.
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~ | many
crafts and
wondered
what we
would do
-~ if we were
B i, 09 © left with
the Iarge box of Squishes (soft,
cuddly animals). My concern was
unfounded. Within an hour the
large box was empty. We had just

enough crafts left to
enjoy in creche on
Sunday!

Sharing the day with
members of the
church family was
the icing on the cake | ov)“
- working as a team, |
engaging with the
wider community
and sharing the
experience.

| think it would be
true to say most, if
not all, of us left for
home feeling
exhausted but with
warm hearts.

Sunday School
Party

Thank you to Chris
Crichton for an
update on the 2024

4 party.
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On Hogmanay we held the first Christmas
party in Shepherd’s Way church. It was an
excellent venue on a wintry afternoon and we
had all the ingredients for a perfect party:

- 18 enthusiastic young people + parents and
friends
- 15 willing helpers, 3 Catering, 2
welcome/doorkeepers, 3 Leading
Games, 1 First Aider,
1 Music producer, 3 Overseers, 2
Cleaners
- Lots of balloons
- 1 Parachute
- Many Toilet rolls! Doughnuts String
- Pizza and sausage rolls
- Baking and tablet
- - Christmas Crackers
- anoven that worked!

- Mixed thoroughly, cooked for 2 hours,
. the final product was enjoyed by all!



Many thanks to everyone who contributed.

Findlay returns

The Youth Group were
delighted to welcome back
Findlay Macdonald to give .
an update on how his first
term at university has
gone and also to give the
young folk an insight into
his first eighteen years
spent growing up in
Portree.

We were all encouraged to
hear how well Findlay is
getting on in Aberdeen.

He has clearly been
making very good use of
the gym at Robert Gordon’s University
where he is studying Architectural
Technology and it was great to hear
how welcome he has been made by
the church family at Bon Accord.

The Youth Group are always on the
lookout for guest speakers who have
something to share with the young
folk. If you have a desire to get involved in any
capacity with the group please do get in touch.



New arrivals

We are grateful that good news of two recent
arrivals was shared with us so that we can
include these happy occasions in the
newsletter.

Avery MacDonald was born on 18 December
2024 to Craig and Caleigh. She is a sister to
Tahlia and a second great-granddaughter to
Mrs Anne Jolly, who is now resident in
Inverness.

Charlie Norman John Brindle was born on 5
January 2025 to Yvonne and Paul.

A little brother for Ewan, Charlie is another
great-grandson to Ewen and Marie MacRae,
who have also moved to Inverness.

Congratulations to both families from all at
Shepherd’s Way Church.

Craft and Chat Update

The Craft and Chat group continues to meet at
Shepherd’s Way every second Thursday. Each
week the attendees at the group make a small

donation towards a charitable
cause.

As a result of collections
made at the group between
August and December 2024
a donation of £152.60 has
now been made towards the
children’s homes in Kenya
which have such a strong link
to our congregation through
the many years of dedication given by
Katie-Ann Mackinnon.
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Anyone who has a craft project on the go,
wants to learn from others or just wants a cup
of tea and some company is encouraged to
attend and bring a friend. At one session in
December there was even Lego!
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CRAFT & CHAT

Bring your own crafting project and enjoy
some company and a cuppa.

Shepherd’s Way Church

Thursday 9" January
Thursday 23" January
Thursday 6" February
Thursday 20" February

Thursday 6" March

Thursday 20" March

10am - 12pm

Everyone welcome. Bring a friend.
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Big Meal Update

Readers will recall previous articles highlighting
the work of Mission International and the Big
Meal which aims to provide a meal on
Christmas day to children across the world who
otherwise may go
hungry.

Roddy MacRae of
Mission International
gave thanks to the
congregation for the
sum £3109.60 that
was raised in
December for the
charity.

“On behalf of everyone at Mission
International, and our partners, we are
profoundly blessed and humbled at the
generosity of Portree and Bracadale Free
Church...

You remain in our prayers as always and
we pray that you may know the wonder of
His grace and love and peace in the months
ahead..

Thank you

Roddy”



Treasurer’s Update
Brief Financial Report for 2024.

The official financial report will not be available
for a few months, so it seems appropriate to
give a brief review before the new year gets
much older.

The figures may seem a bit confusing, but the
basic layout of the table is simple — in the top
part, the main sources of income are listed,
then the various destinations of the ‘outgoings’.

The bottom part of the table is all about the
‘new building’ — hard to believe that we’ve been
in it for 14 months. Of course, the income and
outgoings are much less than for 2023 when
we were still in the active construction phase.

Running costs are proving to be just under
£1,000 per month, and we now have a modest
source of income with our bookings (£4,799).
There’s also the 20-year mortgage, which is
costing £3,387 per month.

Gift Aid continues to provide a very significant
part of our income (£17,961 for the ordinary
funds and £19,764 for the New Building Fund).
If you're not already signed up, please consider
doing so — if you pay tax, then the taxman adds
£25 to every £100 that you donate.

The figures can be distracting from our
congregation’s purpose, and from the simple
and wonderful fact that your givings are
meeting the major costs of ministry and of the
building itself. The Deacons’ Court is therefore
very grateful to God for your contributions, and
expresses its appreciation to all donors,
whether the amounts be large or small.

Income and Outgoings for 2024 2023
Income Free-will offerings i.e. Standing Orders £73183 £79.703
& Envelopes
Caollection box £12 765 £6. 263
Gift Aid £17.961 £16.070
Special Collections L2EH £335
Foodbank £226
Big Meal £3.435
Outgoings Ministry support & administration costs £50,712 £49 500
Presbytery levy £2 463 £1.,440
Hospitality allowance £1,800 £1,300
Ministry student support £1,200 £1,200
Upkeep of Shepherd's Way £11.950 £13.050
Donations by Shepherd's Way Church | Big meal £3,435. Big Meal £1,233
Am Fasgadh £250. Carbost school £250.
CCPAS £150. Foodbank £521.
Jewish Mission £250. L2BH £350.
Radio Skye £250. Shinty stand £250.
Savings £16,700 £7.500
Manse — Council Tax, Gas, £8173 £7.492
maintenance
Carbost church building - electricity £625 £1.532
New Income — total £130, 163 Regular givings £40 414 £389 350
Building Fundraizing £39 854
Donations £29 535
Gift aid £19 764
Premizes hire £ 4799
Cutgoings-total £136,215 Loan £40,645 (£3,387/manth) £895 259
Professional fees  £75,822
Car park, creche  £17,602
Insurance £ 2046




