
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
What a few weeks it has been since we held 
our first services in Shepherd’s Way Church!  
Hundreds have been through the doors. The 
building, with the latest technology, has been a 
real hit. 
 
In edition 16 of the newsletter we look back at 
what was a great day on Saturday 3 February 
when Professor Bob Ackroyd, Moderator of the 
Free Church of Scotland carried out the official 
opening of the building. 
 
With over 360 people in the building having 
travelled from across the country it was a great 
opportunity to really test the capabilities of the 
Church (and the people who keep it running). 
During the course of the weekend over £8,000 
was raised towards the 
ongoing loan 
repayments. 
Fundraising activities 
will continue at pace. 
 
We would like to thank 
Peter MacDonald and 
all who gave their time 
and skills during 
preparation for the 
event and on the day itself.  It really was a 
huge team effort and the day passed without a 
hitch. 
 
Thanks also go to all who have contributed 
towards this 
newsletter. 
 
In a diversion from 
normal service we 
have allowed Donnie 
G a break from his  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
usual 100 word restriction and are grateful to 
him for providing the opening article to this 
newsletter. 
  

THE BEST IS YET TO COME 
 

It is finished but it's not over. The building is 
complete. Shepherd’s Way is up and running, 
and we are enjoying our new home. However, 
as we reflect there are lessons to learn, 
lessons to help us as we 
embark on the work 
  
God calls us to do. So 
much could be said but 
I’ll limit it to three.  
 

Exercise faith 
 
Buying the site at Shepherd’s Way over a 
decade ago was an exercise of faith. We had 
the land but not much else, other than the faith 
to believe that one day we would build on it. 
After many, many, twists and turns, the 
Deacons’ Court found itself sitting in Charlie's 
garage one evening deciding whether to sign a 
contract that would cost much more money 
than we had. We decided to trust God and 
exercise faith. Before the meeting ended, we 
had an unexpected donation of £100,000 - and 
so the journey began; a journey where over 
and over again, God provided just enough to 
pay each bill but never so much as to stop us 

praying. We felt like we 
were spectators watching 
God at work. So much so, 
that now as we look at 
Shepherd’s Way Church we 
can only say, “this is the 
doing of the Lord and 
wondrous in our eyes”. God 
did not disappoint.  
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Enjoy fellowship 
 

As a church family we are closer now than 
we've ever been. We know each other better 
now than we have ever done. We've had the 
blessing of working together with a common 
purpose and goal. We have seen body ministry 
at work where each person was able to use 
their particular gifts to contribute to the project, 
and in doing so we more fully realised the 
beauty of the union we have in Christ. My joy 
was seeing all that everyone was doing and 
recognising that you were all doing it for Jesus, 
and out of your love for him. When we work 
together in the love of Christ, and because of 
our love for Christ, it is then we experience the 
closest fellowship; and it is sweet.  
 

Expect fruit 
 
The building may be complete, but the work is 
not over; now the hard work truly begins. When 
God has 
provided 
so clearly 
all that was 
needed for 
the facility 
at 
Shepherd’s 
Way to 
exist, we 
know that it has a purpose, that he has a plan. 
God does not do vanity projects. This should fill 
us with expectation and excitement, but also 
with newfound energy for the work of the 
Gospel. We know that no matter what 
difficulties or challenges we face, “our labour 
will not be in vain in 
the Lord”. As in the 
parable of the talents 
which Jesus told, the 
Master has put 
resources in our 
hands and he 
expects us to use 
them for his glory. 
Shepherd’s Way is 
not a cosy couch for 
us to relax in (although sometimes it will serve 
that purpose), it's a tool to use to serve our 
Christ and to serve the community we love, in 

Jesus’ name. As we do so we should expect to 
see great things happen. Every room, and 
every chair, and every parking place has a 
purpose. We must work, we must watch and 
pray, we must plant and water, and we can do 
so with the confidence that ‘God will give the 
increase’ 
 
Mission Director David Meredith has 
provided us with his own perspective on 
the positive 
position in 
which we now 
find ourselves. 
 
A new church 
building with that 
just built smell.  
What a blessing. You have an asset which will 
be the envy of most churches in Scotland.  In 
the context of the worldwide church you have 
an ever greater blessing.  Many of our 

Christian 
brothers 
and sisters 
in the 
majority 
world can 
only dream 
of such a 
facility. 
 

Enjoy it.  OK, it’s not St Paul’s cathedral but it 
is a beautiful contemporary building which is a 
credit to the architects.  You could have had a 
square box or even a big shed but you opted 
for a building which reflects the creativity of 
God.  God has given us colour and texture.  

God does not do monochrome, He 
delights to draw from His infinite 
palette of colour to make us smile.  As 
we find pleasure in Him we glorify Him 
for all his gifts. Every time we sit in 
church we say, “He did it.”, never “We 
did it.” 
 
Use it. The philosophy of the building 
use has been to make it a 7 day a 
week facility.  It is wrong to hide away 

a building which cost over £2.3m of the Lord’s 
money. The building will allow us to pursue our 
mission which is to make disciples, starting in 



Portree and then spreading out as we have 
opportunity. Shepherd’s Way Church will 
become a hospital, school, army headquarters, 
counselling centre.  The host will be Jesus, no 
one excels in hospitality and kindness than 
him. 
 
Look after it. Buildings become shabby very 
quickly and that’s good.  Wear means use and 
that indicates activity.  You will care for the 
building because you care about God.  What 
does a damp, tired building tell us about our 
priorities?  David realised that it was not right 
that he lived in ‘a palace made of cedar’ while 
the ark of the Lord remained in a tent.  Haggai 
scolded the Christians of his day for living in 
expensive houses while the temple was in 
ruins.  
 
Sing in it.  I love 
the words of 
Psalm 118,  ‘In 
dwellings of the 
righteous is heard 
the melody of joy 
and health’. Skye 
is an island of 
profound beauty.  
We know that it 
also has an 
underbelly of 
spiritual need leading to multiple agonies.  
Within the walls on Shepherd’s Way may 
people wear a crown of beauty instead 
of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and 
a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 
despair. 
 
We also grabbed the 
Moderator himself to find 
out his own views on 
Shepherd’s Way Church. 
 
On My Way to Portree 
Over the years, I have had the 
privilege of preaching in Portree.  It was a 
particular pleasure to join you on the weekend 
of February 3 and 4.  I enjoyed seeing the 
Shepherd's Way Church in person. It's great to 
have a new building but so much remains the 
same. You have the same minister preaching 
the same message. You have the same 

saviour who is the same yesterday, today and 
forever.  Jesus is mighty to save and he is 
mighty to sustain.  God remains faithful and 
God's word remains powerful and true. I know 
that God has done great things in Portree. It 
is  my hope and prayer that God would use this 
new building to reach new people with the 
good news of Jesus.  See you soon.   
Bob Akroyd 
 
Chief Executive of 
the Free Church of 
Scotland Andrew 
Giffen shared his 
thoughts with us. 
 
Congratulations on 
your new building. 
What an 
achievement, and 
what a positive statement of Gospel intention 
for the Portree and wider Skye community.  
I have really enjoyed journeying with you over 
the last three years. From the updated tenders, 
to questions of budgets and finance, to the 
decision to actually proceed. I have visited on 
site in welly boots at various stages, I have 
listened to the conversations or read minutes 
of site meetings, and I have been encouraged 
to hear of all the fund raising efforts and of 
God’s generous provision in all sorts of ways.  
I know the importance that a suitable building 
plays in Healthy Gospel Churches, and as Dr 
Crichton would say, the harder work of 
effective ministry in the building now begins. 
But what an asset, and what a delight to look 
up at the lovely sloping ceiling and see sunlight 

coming in through the big windows in 
the welcoming café area.    
In the words of King David as he 
looked at the provisions for the 
temple, “Now, our God, we give you 
thanks, and praise your glorious 
name” (1 Chronicles 29:13). 
Andrew Giffen (CEO) 

 
And Callum MacDonald from the board of 
trustees added the following: 
 
“Brilliant, beautiful, Shepherds Way Church is a 
huge tool for His work in Portree, Bracadale 
and all of Skye.  



This beacon on the hill is an answer to so 
many years of Congregational prayer and your 
huge vision. 

Donnie G and all the Office Bearers are to be 
commended for their unity and focus on the 
end goal, ably assisted by Dr Crichton’s steady 
and reassuring hand on the tiller over the 
years. 

It’s all about the Gospel and the saving of 
souls. The work continues!” 

Thank you to all of those above who have 
given up their time to provide us with these 
articles for the newsletter. 
 

Toilet 
Twinning 
 
The eagle 
eyed among 
you may have 
noticed that 
not only are 
the new 
facilities in 
Shepherd’s 
Way Church 
sparkling clean 
but they are 
also twinned 
with facilities in 
areas far less fortunate than ourselves. Thank 
you to Dr Hannah MacLeod for progressing 
this project and for sharing the following article. 
  
Hanging on the walls in the toilets at 
Shepherd’s Way, you might have noticed 
framed certificates stating, “this toilet has been 
twinned”. What does that mean? 
 
Toilet Twinning (www.toilettwinning.org) is a 
project run by Tearfund to finance global water, 
sanitation, and hygiene programmes. 
   Many families in the developing world have 
no access to a suitable latrine (something we 
don’t need to give a second thought)! This 
results in the spread of diseases. 
 

Many deaths in children under the age of 5 are 
linked to diarrhoeal illnesses due to lack of 
clean water and poor sanitation and hygiene.  
 
When overseas with Mission International and 
the NHS, I experienced first-hand the massive 
and heartbreaking 
impact this relatively 
low-tech problem, can 
have on families and 
communities. Often it 
was plain to see that 
clean water, enough 
properly built latrines 
and an opportunity for 
education would have 
way more impact on the health of a community, 
than any top spec piece of technology or 
expensive new drug.  
 
I think toilet twinning is a great project; it 
directly funds the clean water, latrines, and 
education but also raises awareness of the 
need. It’s fantastic that the Deacons court 
supported this so generously in the building of 
our new church. A toilet can be twinned for 
£60, which is the average cost to build a latrine 
for a family. We have eleven individual loos in 
the new building and all of them and then 
some, were twinned.  
 
Verses that impacted me a lot one visit to 
Kenya, were from Psalm 113 “He raises the 
poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the 
ash heap; he seats them with princes, with the 
princes of his people”. We were reading these 
verses, standing on a pile of rubbish on a piece 
of land used as a local dump which had been 
donated for the church to build something on. It 
struck me that surely God wants to use His 
people, the church, to work alongside Him in 
this mission. Have a look at the toilet twinning 
website! 
 

Presentations 

 
During the official opening event time was 
taken to say a special thank you to some of 
those who played a very significant part in the 
development of Shepherd’s Way Church – 
often to their own great personal time, family 
and financial sacrifice. 

http://www.toilettwinning.org/


 
Dr Crichton receiving a gift in recognition of his time 
spent as chair of the building committee and the work  
undertaken as treasurer. 
 

 
Dolina MacLeod being recognised in gratitude for 
her time and dedication in obtaining over 
£100,000 in grants from philanthropic funds 
across the country. 
 

Robert and Mary 
Macqueen, the 
team behind the 
building 
contractor RK 
Joinery who led 
and delivered the 
building project.  
It was noted 
during the service 
that RK Joinery 
had trusted a 
group who didn’t 
have enough 
money to pay for 
their £2m building 
but who were 
assured that the 

Lord would provide all that was needed. 
 

Presentations were also made to Nick Lawton 
and Colin Armstrong who gave so generously 
of their time and skills throughout the project 

but unfortunately were unable to be at the 
event. 
 

Sunday Worship 
 
On Sunday 4th February Shepherd’s Way 
Church was again full for the morning service 
led by Prof. Bob Ackroyd. 
 
Before the 
evening 
service a 
time of 
fellowship 
was 
enjoyed 
with an 
opportunity to listen to Donnie G and Bob 
Ackroyd in conversation about Bob’s life, his 
work in prisons and his views on the positive 
future for the Free Church of Scotland.  This 
included the need for more church buildings, 
more ministers and more church workers 
across the country. 
 
The Lord’s Supper was observed after the 
evening service to round off what was a 
wonderful weekend for Portree and Bracadale 

Free Church. 
 
We would like to 
once again thank 
Prof. Ackroyd for 
travelling to 
Portree from 
Edinburgh to lead 
us in our worship 
across the 
weekend. 
 
 
 
 



Thank you again to each and every person 
who took part, supported and promoted the 
event.   
 
There are far too many to mention but whether 
you prayed for the event; appeared on An Là in 
your best suit; spoke to Suzy on Radio Skye; 
got wet and cold on car park duty; baked 
enough cakes to sink a ship; washed dishes; 
greeted visitors; donated a defibrillator for the 
building; watched online; laid gravel on the 
car park; played any role in the planning or 
came along on the day to be part of the event 
– THANK YOU! 
 
Below is a selection of pictures taken over the 
weekend.  Thank you for reading – we’ll be 
back in April with the next edition. 
 

 

 
Some of the 
organising 
team taking 
time out to 
watch the An 
Là feature on 
the church 
opening. 


