
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
New Building Update 
 
Welcome to edition 10 of our newsletter.  We 
are grateful to Dr Crichton for providing another 
update on the progress of the new build.  

 
The New Church Building subcommittee report at 
mid-January 2023 is not so different to the report 
of mid-November 2022. This is not disappointing 
news, just a reflection 
of the realities of 
builders’ holidays, bad 
weather, and delays in 
the installation of the 
windows. 
 
The monthly on-site 
meeting planned for 
Wednesday 18th 
January did not take 
place as the project 
managers could not get 
through from 
Inverness. However, as is almost normal nowadays, 
a ‘virtual’ meeting took place with the various 
personnel linking up by video. There was little to 
report, except that the audio-visual specialists had 
visited the previous week to install the background 
cables for the screens and other AV equipment. 
The roof ‘Velux’ windows are awaited, as is the 
final concrete floor laying. Until then, we cannot 
actively install the kitchen or develop other internal 
features of the building. 
 
Fundraising continues to amaze, and we give 
thanks to God for moving the hearts of all who 
have given. By the end of the year, over £290,000 
had been received into the New Building Fund. In 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
the last two months alone, we have received £500 
from St Peter’s Free Church (Dundee), £750 from 
Smithton Free Church, £1000 from Wick & Keiss 
Free Church, £8000 from our friends at Knox 
Presbyterian Church (remember their support for 
our Holiday Club in 2019), £10000 from a Christian 
charity called the Beatrice Laing Trust, over £6000  
from the ‘Heart of Skye’ calendar sales, and £994 
from the Christmas Fayre. Also, we have received 
individual donations varying from £5 to £3000, and 

in the background we are ever 
grateful for the steady £2000 
per month from your regular 
donations. There is still a lump 
of money to be raised (over 
£160,000), but we have real 
hope that this will come in 
good time – we just have to 
pray about it and work at it.  
 
Although progress has been 
understandably limited during 
the winter months, there is still 
a good deal to appreciate 

about the building. In the next few weeks, we will 
be arranging with the builder to allow for groups of 
interested people from the congregation to safely 
visit the site – we will keep you posted.  
 
A huge well done and thank you to Dr Crichton for 
yet again raising a phenomenal amount with his 
world famous calendar - roll on Heart of Skye 2024? 
 
It has also been announced that plans are in place 
to have a congregational visit to the new building 
on Saturday 11 February 2023. Please look out for 
confirmation of this in forthcoming intimations – it 
would a great to see as many there as possible. 
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Christmas Day Service 

 
It was fantastic to be able to worship together 
as a Church family on Christmas Day at the 
recently 
refurbished 
Portree 
Community 
Centre and 
equally as 
good to have 
Donnie G 
back behind 
the pulpit. 
 
A series of 
readings 
accompanied by some festive singing ensured 
that everyone left the building with a smile on 
their face ready for some turkey. We are 
grateful to the committee at Portree 
Community Centre for the use of the hall over 
the festive period. 
 

Meet the Team – Alasdair Turner 

 
In this edition we are pleased to introduce 
another one of our Elders; Alasdair Turner 
known lovingly to 
many simply as Mr 
T. 
 
I was born in the 
village of Minard on 
Loch Fyneside in 
Argyll.  I came to 
Skye in 1966 to 
teach Geography in 
Portree High 
School.  Two years 
later I acquired a 
croft with a croft 
house.  There I met 
a Skye girl, Dolina 
(Babs) Ferguson 
and we ‘clicked’ 
immediately.  In 
1970 we married 
and were together 
for 51 happy years until she passed away in 

late 2021.  We have two children, Malcolm and 
Catherine and four grand-children. 
I put down roots in the croft and came to feel at 
home on it, the island and among its people.  It 
was a pleasure and a privilege to have taught 

for 26 years in “The Eton of 
the Highlands” as it was 
formerly known.  
 
I was brought up in a Christian 
home, worshipped in the 
Church of Scotland and 
attended the Free Church 
Sunday School – the only one 
in the village.  I was well 
taught there by members of a 
family with Lewis and Earlish 
connections.  

 
My leisure time – when available – has been 
spent on walking, planting trees, a little 
gardening, birdwatching, photography and 
listening to ‘good’ music. 
 
When Babs and I joined the Free Church in 
Portree we found it welcoming and enjoyed the 
fellowship of a warm church family, hearing 
spirit-led preaching and participating in well-
sung praise.  

 
I was the Deacon’s Court clerk for 
nine years and have been an 
Elder for around 10 years.  In both 
capacities I have been happy to 
serve my Father God and Saviour 
Lord. 
 
Before I came to Skye my then 
headmaster in a letter, quoted 
from the Bible that on Skye, my 
lines had fallen happily in pleasant 
places; that has been very true for 
me. 
 
With the new church building so 
close to completion I am simply 
looking forward to the building 
being used as a means through 
which the word of God can touch 

many people’s lives so that more are able to 
hear the good news.  
 



Fundraising Update 
 
We are getting closer and closer to meeting the 
outstanding fundraising figure and every single 
pound takes us that one step closer.  In just 
twelve months over £350,000 has been 
raised thanks 
to a variety of 
events, 
exceptional 
generosity and 
hard work 
applying for 
significant 
philanthropic 
grants.  The 
next event we 
are looking 
forward to is 
an evening of 
praise, food 
and a quiz on 
Friday 24 
February at 
Skye 
Camanachd 
clubhouse.  
More details 
will be 
announced 
soon. 
 
 

Snowman & Snowdog – we have a 
winner! 
 
A huge congratulations to Pasha, Daniel and 
Alexander for correctly answering the 
questions and guessing closest to Snowdog’s 
birthday. 
 
We pass on our thanks to Shona Macrae for 
not only devising and running the competition 
but for her fantastic skills in actually making the 
Snowman and Snowdog in the first place. A 
total of £206 was raised towards the 
newbuilding fund.  You can read more about 
Shona later in this edition. 
 
 
 

Time to clear out the bookshelves 
 
In the next fundraising drive we are appealing 
for all of you who have books sitting on shelves 
gathering dust, hidden away in cupboards, 

being used to 
stop a 
shoogly table 
or well-loved 
but surplus to 
requirements 
to donate 
them to the 
congregation 
for sale. 
 

All you need to do is leave them at Church for 
the attention of Shona Macrae or Bruce & 
Alison Crawford and they will do the rest.  If 
you have a big collection they can even collect 
them from you.  A great chance for an early 
spring clean to make space for more books!  
Any and all books are accepted from Bronte 
to The Broons and Shakespeare to Spurgeon.   
 

 
 



A Letter from America 
 
Many of you will remember the visit we had 

from a group of young 
people and their team 
leaders all the way 
from Michigan a few 
year ago.  
 
Tony Capolla, one of 
the leaders of the 
group, has been 

instrumental recently in arranging for a 
donation of £8000 from the Knox Presbyterian 
Church in Michigan towards the new building 
fund.  We were delighted to hear this news and 
took the opportunity to ask Tony to tell us a 
little about his church. 
 
Hello and please 
accept our best wishes 
from your friends at 
Knox Presbyterian 
Church in Harrison 
Township, Michigan, 
U.S.A.  My name is 
Tony Coppola, a 
humble representative 
of the Knox Missions 
Committee honoured to have had the 
opportunity to be one of four chaperones 
leading our youth in 2019 to Portree.   
 
I remain thankful that we have the opportunity 
to still worship with you via live stream.   
Before I write a bit about our true joy in 
partnership with you, please accept 
this information informing you a little 
about us.  The Knox Presbyterian 
Church had its beginning on January 
1, 1913 in Detroit, Michigan.  Our 
congregation grew in numbers and 
moved into and out of structures over 
those hundred years before settling in 
our current building on February 1, 
1976.   
 
On October 23, 2003, our 
congregation called Dr. Douglas W. 
Graham who leads our group to this 
day.  Knox rejoices in her strong 
foundation in Jesus Christ, in God's 

faithfulness throughout the decades, and in the 
future work of the Gospel. 
 
Understanding the need to respond to growth 
and development underway with our friends in 
Portree just as those in service of Knox 
Presbyterian did so many years ago, our 
Missions Committee voted to request the 
delivery of a financial fellowship offering to 
you.   
Thankfully, our Pastoral staff and Elders 
agreed, and we remain honoured to assist in 
the church build.   
 
We love and appreciate all of you and hope to 
see our Portree friends in your new church 
building very soon.   
For the Lord is good; His steadfast love 

endures forever, and His faithfulness to 
all generations. Psalm 100:5. 
 

Big Meal Update 
 
Recently Dr Hannah Macleod gave an 
update to the young people in Sunday 
School about the Big Meal 2022 and how 
the generosity of our congregation on 
donating around £2000 helped children 
across the world to enjoy a nourishing 

meal at 
Christmas 
which included 
the very 
special treat of 
a fizzy drink. 
 

You 
can 
find 
out 

more about the Big Meal and the 
amazing work of Mission 
International at mission-
international.org where the team 
focus on evangelism, discipleship 
and supporting the poor across 
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and 
Latin America. 
 
 
 
Credit – Mission International  



Six in Sixty with…….Shona Macrae 
 
We offer a big thank you to Shona for agreeing 
to take part in Six in Sixty – we are now on the 
hunt for our next participant.  
 
Tell us a little about you? 
 
There’s not very 
much to tell! I’m 
basically a home 
bird – I love my 
animals, hills, 
knitting and faith 
in God! 
 
Favourite farm 
animal - you 
can only pick 
one. 
 
Pig. I often think of the Prodigal Son when I'm 
feeding the pigs. He would have looked 
after many pigs more like wild boar, 
they would have been vicious, fighting 
each other for the food, not like the 
friendly, loveable characters we know. 
No one would have gone near him or 
the pigs, what a contrast to the 
welcome he received from his father 
when he returned home. 
 
What do you enjoy doing in your 
spare time? 
 
Hill walking and making things, I love 
nothing better than a day in the hills 
with my dog, Dileas. 
 
If you could go back to any time in 
the Bible when would it be and why? 
 
When Job lived, to witness how he dealt 
with all the hard times. His faith was so 
strong in the face of all the difficulties he 
had. 
 
If you could be anywhere in the world 
tomorrow where would you go and 
why? 
 

Grand Cayman to see my sister-in-law, Anna, I 
miss her so much. 
 
What do you hope to see when the Church 
building is complete? 
 
A happy place where everyone is welcome, 
where we can continue to help and care for 

one another and join together to 
worship God. 
 

Something for future 
generations 
 
In the past few weeks Donnie G and 
Robert MacQueen, owner of RK 
Joinery who are leading the building 
project took time to hide a time capsule 
within the fabric of the new building. 
 

Items such as an order of service, a bible, a 
copy of the Free 
Press, a sealed letter 
from Donnie G, a coin 
donated by Duncan 
Mackinnon and of 
course a copy of the 
newsletter all found a 
place in the capsule 
which will hopefully 
remain undiscovered 
for many years.   
 
We would like to 
thank everyone who 
contributed to the 
time capsule and 
Robert for assisting 
with hiding it.   
 
We must warn 

however that 
searching for 
the capsule 
will not be 
permitted 
when we get 
into the new 
building! 
 



Donnie’s Devotional (in exactly 

100 words) 

For the time capsule I wrote a letter. No-one 
knows what I wrote. Maybe no-one ever will. It 
has been hidden away in a wall that perhaps 
one day someone will discover by chance. 
Imagine if God put the Gospel in a time 
capsule and hid it away somewhere where we 

might one day 
stumble across 
it by chance? 
What if God so 
loved the world 
that he gave his 
one and only 
Son and we 
never knew 
about it? But 
God has made 
the Gospel 

known to us, and we have the privilege of 
making it known to others. 

Farewell to Marie and Ewan Macrae 
 
Many will have heard of the 
impending move of Marie 
and Ewan MacRae from 
Greenacres to their new 
home in Inverness and all in 
the congregation will be sad 
to see them go.   
 
Born and raised in Skye and 
with a lifelong connection to 
the Church both are looking 
forward to spending more 
time with family in their new home.  With two 
daughters, six grandchildren, 1 great-
grandchild (and another on the way in March) 
they will have plenty to keep them busy. 
 
Married by Rev. Norman MacLeod 54 years 
ago in Portree Marie and Ewan have seen 
much change in Portree but are excited about 
the arrival of the new church building and look 
forward to worshipping with us again soon. 
 

They both hope that the new building will be 
seen locally as a place where young people 
can hear the good news of a saving God. 
 
We pray that their move will go smoothly and 
that they will quickly settle into city life.  

 
Camps Update – Mairi Beaton 
 
We are chuffed to bits to have received over 
250 registration forms over December and 
January for FCYC 2023! It is already shaping 
up to be an amazing summer! 
 
The Free Church Youth Camps are a brilliant 
week of fun and games, activities and 
challenges, and 
lots of tasty food. 
But most 
importantly they 
are a week of 
discipleship for 
young people in 
our churches, 
and an 
opportunity to 
learn more about 

Jesus and His relevance to 
our lives. Free Church Youth 
Camps have had an 
incredible impact over the 
last 62 years and we pray 
for that to continue for many 
years to come. 
 
God willing, there will be 9 
camps across Kincraig, 
Renfrew and Oswestry this 
July and we can’t wait! If you 

haven’t registered yet, don’t worry, there are 
still a few spaces left at FCYC 2023. These are 
allocated on a first come first served basis so 
it’s time to act fast if you want to join us this 
summer. Take a look at our website for full 
details and to see if there are still spaces 
available at your preferred camp. 
 
freechurchyouthcamps.org 
 
See you in the summer! 
Mairi 

https://www.freechurchyouthcamps.org/

