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The nights are fair drawing in but there has still 
been plenty going on in the Church over the 
past couple of months.  Welcome to 
Edition 32 of the Shepherd’s Way 
Church Newsletter. 

 
Welcome Visitors 
 
Every week at the church we are 
blessed with visitors from across the 
world who come to worship with us.  
Meeting people with a shared love of Christ 
from the Netherlands, Australia, Brazil and 
even Borreraig always makes for an interesting 
cup of tea 
afterwards.  
Recently though we 
welcomed two 
friends from 
America into our 
congregation and 
we are delighted to 
have a short letter 
from Tony and 
Stephanie Coppolla.  
 
My first experience 
with Skye was in 
2019 when I was a 
youth chaperone for the Knox Presbyterian 
Church to assist your church in their holiday 
club. 

 
While in Skye helping Knox Church, I fell in love 
with the land of Scotland.  The scenery 
Scotland offers is nothing like what I am used 

to in the 
U.S.  As 
much as I 
appreciated 
the land, I 
grew to 
appreciate 
the people 
even 
more.  I 

knew then in 2019, that my wife Stephanie 
must experience what I had the honour to. 
 
Stephanie and I enjoyed hiking to the Old Man 

of Storr, spending time in Portree, seeing the 
Isle of Raasay, driving about Skye, and seeing 
the new church building with our own 
eyes.  As grand as those activities were, 
Stephanie and I greatly valued spending 
personal time with Pastor Donnie G, Debbie, 
and Catriona over lunch, dinner with Peter 
and Marie MacDonald, and another meal with 
the Crawford and Macdonald families!  We 
truly are blessed to have friends like these! 
 
With regard to the church, when we first saw 
it completed with our own eyes, Stephanie 
and I had a great sense of admiration.  When 
circumstances pull us away from our home 

church here in Michigan, we use Shepherd’s 
Way as our home by checking in online.  For us, 
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in a way, seeing the church building and 
worshipping the Lord in person with each of 
you felt very comfortable as if we were 
seeing distant friends and family once again. 
 
As I look out the window here in Michigan, I 
miss the landscape of Skye.  Steph and I miss 
the sound of Ellis’ bagpipes, Peters narration on 
our personal tour of Raasay, the soft clanking 
of cups and dishes at the tables we were 
honoured to 
join, and the 
aura of peace 
that Pastor 
Donnie G 
brings.  Thank 
you Scotland, 
thank you Skye, 
thank you 
Shepherd’s Way Church, but most of all, thank 
you to those people who spent time with us 
and showed my wife and I how truly lovely you 
all are - we shall return! 
 
Donnie’s 
Devotional 

One of the first signs 
that Saul of Tarsus was 
a changed man was 
that he prayed (Acts 
9:11).  

As an Apostle he often 
asked for prayer. “Join 
me in my struggle by praying to God for me” 
(Romans 15:31).  

He asked that believers pray for his protection, 
for courage, for opportunities, for clarity in 
preaching, for Gospel success. He also offered 
prayer for the churches, “I always thank my God 
for you” (1Cor 1:4).  

He gave thanks for their fellowship, for their care 
of him, for their Gospel partnership. He would 
often tell them what he was praying for, “I pray 
that you will grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ” (Ephesians 3:18). 
Let us never underestimate the importance of 
praying for one another. 

Mission International 

Our very own Hannah MacLeod has been in 
international action again recently having 
served for Mission International in Africa.  Whilst 
on the road she provided a brief update and 
some pictures. We look forward to a full debrief 
in the December issue of the newsletter. 

Messaging on the hoof and won’t have time to 
write much but essentially a week in Burundi 

doing Bible 
teaching, 

visiting a water 
project and a 

church 
reaching out to 

Congolese 
refugees. 

Then a week in Rwanda visiting schools and 
spending time with the kids and providing 
resources for them and the teachers. 
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Heart of Skye Calendars 

Back after a rest 
in 2026 is the 
world famous 
Heart of Skye 
calendars 
created by 
Charles Crichton 
and Kersty 
Lockhart.  
Featuring 
stunning images 
from the Portree & Bracadale parish this has 
been a firm favourite over the years and they go 
quickly! 

For a suggested donation of only £7 one (or 
more) of these could be yours – the perfect 
Christmas present and reminder of Skye for 
friends and family across the globe. 

Get your orders into Gillie quickly so you don’t 
miss out. 07900050473 or email 
jgillies819@gmail.com All money 
raised goes towards the new building 
fund. 

It’s a Jungle out there! 

A huge thank you to all who helped 
out in any way with the summer 
holiday club this year.  Mairi Evans 
has shared the following update. 

I have always loved running but finding the time 
to get out for a run on a regular basis is not 
something I have managed to master.  I recently 
realised that unlike most who improve their 
fitness over the Summer, my running 
consistency seems to improve over the Winter 
months and in fact 
seems to correlate 
directly with the release 
of the annual series of 
the Free Church’s own 
Healthy Church 
podcast hosted by 
David Meredith!   

A couple of weeks ago 
as I was out running 
listening to the first in 

this year’s interviews with Thomas Davis 
(Minister of Carloway Free Church in 
Lewis), I heard David talking about a 
book that Thomas Davis had written, 
“God is God and You are You”.  I 
haven’t read the book but from what 
I understood, it had been written to 
encourage people to realise that 
God has not entrusted only a select 
group of elite Christians to share the 
good news of Jesus, He has chosen 
all His people no matter what 
weaknesses or insecurities we feel 

we have, God is God and He has promised to 
equip us for whatever work He has in mind for us 
to do. 

When we did our first holiday club 3 years ago at 
Shepherd’s Way, weak and ill equipped was very 
much how we felt. Fast forward to 2026 and yes, 
we still felt weak and ill equipped but as we 
embarked on this year’s planning, we were very 

much able to 
“remember the 
deeds of the Lord” 
(Psalm 77 v 1) and 
how He had provided 
our every need over 
the previous two 
years. In that first 
year we had 11 
children who came 
along and heard the 

Good News of Jesus and the following year this 
number grew to 27 children.  

This year we had 41 children attend our Jungle 
Adventure holiday club where we had 
transformed the building into a jungle and had 

our very own Jungle Tracker (Dr. James 
Finlayson) helping us learn the themes for 
each day. On the first day we learned 
about tracking animals and read the story 
of the disciples and how they came to 
follow Jesus. On day 2 we learned how to 
listen and hear different animal sounds 
and how we must learn to listen to Jesus 
and we heard the story of the wise and 
foolish builders. On the final day we had a 
live demonstration of a stormy river 
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crossing in a coracle and learned how Jesus 
cares and how Jesus calmed the storm.  

We sang songs together, built jungle jeeps, 
danced, played messy games, did exercises and 
the Norwegian Row with Jungle Jim (Rolf 
Napoli), painted stones, built jungle dens, made 
footprints, played the drums, and ate lots of 
jungle snacks. We even had a daily appearance 
from a mystery Gorilla that had been let loose 
from Hungladder somewhere but hasn’t been 
seen since.  

We really did have the best time and would like 
to thank all the children who came 
along and to their parents for 
sending them. We also want to 
thank to all those who prayed for us 
and to all those in the congregation 
and in the community who donated 
items, props, or baking or gave of 
their time in any way with the setting 
up or tidying. You all helped make the club 
happen and we could not have done it without 
your help.  

Ultimately we give thanks to God for giving us 
this privilege of sharing the Good News of Jesus 

with children that they may know something of 
His love for them as they grow up so if you are 
perhaps considering what it may be like to help 
out with future holiday clubs or with sharing the 
Gospel with someone you know, just remember, 
God is God and You are You.    

Metro Big Band  

Shepherd’s Way Church played host to a special 
evening of music and worship recently when the 
Metro Big Band from America (and Brazil) came 
to town.  

 

Youth Group Update 

Hi, we’re 
Neil and 
Dawn the 
new youth 
group 
leaders.  

We firstly 
want to 
thank 
Alison and 
Bruce for all the hard work and faithful service 
they put into leading the youth group before us. 
We’re excited to continue this ministry and build 
on what they’ve sown already.  

A little bit about us, we’ve lived in Portree close 
to five years and have three children and 2 dogs. 
Neil grew up on Skye and is an Integrated Team 
Manager in the NHS for Skye, Lochalsh and 
Wester Ross. Dawn grew up in East Kilbride and 
works part-time in Portree High School in the 
enhanced provision department and is half way 
through studying for a Counselling Diploma with 
a Christian Perspective.  
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We met at Bible College in Glasgow (ICC) and 
have always had a passion for God, the Bible, 
the local church and overseas missions. It is a 
real privilege for us to teach the young people in 
youth group the truths about God and we pray 
that they grow up to be adults after God’s own 
heart.  

Our plan for the group is to get to know the 
young people and vice versa, that they learn 
how to read the Bible for themselves and apply 
it, that they'll get to know people in the 
congregation through them sharing their 
testimonies and that any questions of faith the 
young people might have that they’ll feel 
comfortable enough to ask us and we can 
explore that together.  

We started this session with Neil and I sharing 
our testimonies and have gone on to study the 
book of James. ‘Give a man a fish and feed him 
for a day, teach a man to fish and feed him for a 
lifetime’ is Neil’s theme for the group and we’re 
applying this to learning how to read the Bible. 

 We have started in 
the book of James 
and are using a 
simple model of: 
What does this say 
about God? What 
does this say 
about people 
(then and now)? 
What is this saying 
to me? And what 
am I going to do 
about it? We finish 
each session with 
one praise point and one prayer point per 
person and pray for the young people and their 
families for the week ahead.  

We’d like to take this opportunity to invite 
anyone of high school age in the congregation or 
visiting to come and join us in the church office 
each Sunday morning during term time. We both 
like to talk so even if you just want to come and 
listen you’re always welcome. 
 

 

Lewis’ Log 

Again, I want to 
thank did you 
for your 
prayerful and 

financial 
support over 
these last four 
years. It has 
been greatly 

appreciated 
and important 
to both Blythe and myself. 

Over the summer, I did a six week placement at 
Tain and Fearn Free Church working with Ali 
MacAulay before returning to Hope Church in 
Leith. This will be a busy year finishing up at ETS 
and HCL.  

We’ve loved our time here and will be sorry to 
leave Edinburgh next year but we’re looking 
forward to seeing where we end up next. 
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Please pray for me as I finish my studies and 
training and for us as we explore where we will 
end up that it will be clear where we should be. 

I look forward to seeing 
you towards the end of 
the year. Lewis 

Defib Training 

Thank you to the team 
at Lucky2Bhere and all 
those who attended 
the refresher training 
for the defibs recently. 

Anna’s Update 

To round of her mission 
work over the past few 
months Anna Varwell 
recently gave a presentation on her service in 
South America.  It has been great to be informed 
of Anna’s work and we all pray that she will go on 
to have a fantastic time at University.  


