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Welcome to edition 31 of the Shepherd’s Way
Newsletter. It’s been a bumper summer so far
with lots of events and plenty more to come.
We are delighted to start this edition with an
update from Anna Varwell on her recent
missionary work in South America.

Anna’s Adventures

I’ve been back home almost a month now from
my mission trip to South America. |
never thought I’d appreciate warm
showers, mere midges rather than
mosquitos, the fresh air that we
breath, and seeing some home-
grown vegetables (or even just any
vegetables) on my plate. Being back
in church and seeing church family
again genuinely makes my heart so
glad.

Although | was away for 4 months, |
was so glad to have such a
supportive, encouraging and
prayerful church congregation back at home.
All the thoughts, prayers, and kind messages |
received while | was away were hugely
appreciated and much needed! It helped me
remember that although | was nearly 7,000
miles away from home, the God | served was
with me wherever | went. He was close and He
cared!
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What we were up to...

Our team consisted of 7 people - 3 girlsand 4
boys. Our first 2 months were spentin a small
town called Tartagal in the very north of
Argentina, in the province of Salta. We were
living in a house about a 15 minute walk away
from the Assembly of God Church that we
attended there, where our project was also
based. It was a fairly substantial congregation
of about 100 people, and our project consisted
of helping
with the
extension of
the church’s
main meeting
area since
the number
of attendees
has
increased
since the
pandemic.
We built and

/ : painted metal
beams, knocked down walls, made cement,
did bricklaying, and lots more. Although
construction work would never have been my
first choice, it was quite fun learning lots of new
skills, and being able to see the visible progress
at the site as the weeks went by. We also
enjoyed making friends with the builders and
volunteers from the church that were working
with us, which really helped us improve our



Spanish skills in a very practical environment.
You never know when you might need to know
the Spanish for ‘wire’ or ‘hammer’!

As well as the construction project, we
were also involved in the youth
ministries of the church, such as the
kid’s club on Saturday afternoon, and
the youth group on Saturday evening.
We often did a song or game with them
which they seemed to really enjoy.

Our second project was in the city of
Trinidad, in the Beni Department of
Bolivia. Our accommodation was in the
church building (an Evangelical church), and
our project was a construction project at one of
the church plants (about a 20 minute cycle
away). The task was to build a few rooms at the
side of the church building to accommodate a
potential pastor for that
church. Some of our work
there included bricklaying,
and moving piles of sand,
earth, and rocks.

We also attended all the
various church events and
meetings such as midweek
home groups, Kid’s groups
and youth group meetings.
Since we had better Spanish
arriving in Bolivia than what
we had had arriving in
Argentina, it made it a lot
easier to make friends and
connect with people which
was really encouraging.

If you would like to read more
in detail or what we did week-
to-week, our Step Reports are on the Latin Link
website.

Reflections...

Spending 4 months away from home, in a

foreign country, different culture, hot climate,
and not extremely luxurious living conditions,
one’s faith is bound to be tested. It makes you

ponder things like, “Why am | even here?” or “Is
this really worth it?!” And if | was just going
travelling
with my
pals for 4
months as
anon-
Christian,
to be
honest, I’'d
probably
have
booked a
flight
home a lot
sooner than was planned! But, as it turned out,
I was on a mission trip, with a group of other
young Christians, serving for a purpose, and
doing it all for the glory of our Lord.

We studied the book of James the first few

— weeks of our time in Tartagal. A verse that

stuck with me throughout, was James 1:2-
3 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and
sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing
of your faith produces perseverance.” Not
only should we keep pushing through
trials with God by our side, but to find joy
in that.

How reassuring it is that we have a
Heavenly Father who cares for us, who is
constantly present, and will grow us and
build us to be stronger when we come out
the other side.

Especially towards the end of our second
project, | struggled with feelings of
uselessness. Our construction project
had come to an end, most of our days
were spent just in the church or meeting up
with our friends.

It wasn’t until the last week in Bolivia, when |
had my one-to-one debrief with our short-term
coordinator, that | found out about the
encouragement and help that we’d given by
befriending youth from the church. We had
brought families back into the church family



that had been on the fringes or spent quality
time with young people who had struggled with
a lack of Christian friends.

Although we had been getting more fed-up and
homesick as time went on, we didn’t realise the
impact we had on the people we were
spending time with...but God did! God
taught me that even though we may feel
useless, without a purpose, as if we're
wasting our time, God places usin
situations or places for a reason and
purpose, even if we can’t see the
immediate impact or benefit.

Next step...

My next adventure will be starting my
Gaidhlig Primary Teaching degree at the
University of Edinburgh in September. Through
my 4 month, life-changing, eye-opening
experience with Latin Link in South America,
God has taught me so many things and has
helped prepare me for my next stage of life.
Thank you again to everyone who supported
me throughout and who continue to do so - I'm
truly humbled by everyone’s courageous
response and generosity.

Donnie’s
Devotional

Would I lie to you? It
can be a very funny
programme on the
BBC where celebrities
try and work out the
fact from the fiction.

What’s not so funny is

when we pick up a newspaper or listen to
politicians and we find ourselves asking,
“would they lie to us?”. In a world of fake news,
alternative truths, and false promises, it’s hard
to tell the difference between fact and fiction.

In John chapter 14 when Jesus assures us of
heaven, and the promise of taking us there, he
virtually asks, would | lie to you? “If it were not
so, would | not have told you?” There is no fake
news in the Gospel, no false promises from

Jesus. He came that we might know the truth so
that the truth would set us free! (John 8:32)

Communion

On Sunday 16th August we hope to have Rev
Tom Muir taking the services and at the
morning service we will
observe the Lords Supper.

If anyone wishes to
profess faith please
speak to the minister or
one of the elders, and
likewise if you have been
attending Shepherd’s Way
and you have already
professed faith but wish
to join the membership of
the congregation.

Tom is the new Church Planting Director for the
Free Church. For some years now the
denomination has been pursuing a 30%x30
vision —to plant 30 new churches by 2030 and
beyond.

Tom’s role is described as working "with the
Mission Board and with church planters to
strengthen and support existing plants, raise
up new leaders, and encourage the growth of
gospel communities across Scotland. His role
also includes developing training and support
structures, leading on fundraising, and helping
to shape the ongoing direction of church
planting." On the evening of Saturday 15th we
will have the opportunity to hear Tom speak
about his work and the 30x30 vision.

Gaelic Outreach Service

Our resent award-winning Gaelic expert Rev.
John Urquhart will lead a Gaelic Outreach
Service on the afternoon of Sunday 20th
September at Shepherd’s Way Church.

This will be a great opportunity to invite others
along with the service being suitable for
learners and fluent speakers alike.

Mark the date in your diary and we will give
more info nearer the time.



Duncan & Lydia: Church Planting in
Lexington

I’'m getting in touch to share the
exciting news of a ministry
opportunity for me and Lydia in
Lexington, South Carolina to be
part of the ministry team at
Watershed Fellowship \
(watershedfellowship.org).

Watershed Fellowship is a PCA
congregation that’s looking to

plant a new church in its EESSSS S

community having outgrown its current
building!

Visa dependent, we’ll be moving as a family in
August and will be serving for up to 5 years, with
an initial visa granted for 2.5 yeatrs.

We tend to think of the US as a “churched”
nation but it’s a rapidly secularising country that
needs the gospel of Jesus as much as Scotland,
or anywhere else for that matter! Lexington is a
growing community with people moving into the
town from all over the US, creating a need for
new gospel work.

I’ll be leading by identifying the best site for the
new plant, bringing together a core group from
those currently attending Watershed
Fellowship, and eventually beginning worship
services. I’'m really excited for this opportunity
God has provided to be involved in a church
plantin Lexington.

In serving with Watershed, I’'ll have the
opportunity to further learn and develop as a
church planter and minister following on from
the experience I’'ve already gleaned in Scotland
with the Free Church. I'll be learning what it
looks like to approach church planting and
gospel ministry as part of a ministry team, while
gaining further experience in all aspects of
church growth and pastoring.

I’'m hopeful that my past experiences in ministry
and church planting in Scotland, which is
arguably  further ahead in terms of
secularisation, will be beneficial as we consider
the church plant in Lexington. During our time,
I’ll also have the opportunity to develop further

links between US and Free Churches for gospel
partnership.

Once our time there ends, we’ll
return with new experience
ready to serve again in

Scotland. Watershed  has
partnered with the Free Church
previously, and I’ll be supported
by them and by the Mission
Board in this role and beyond.

We would love for you and us to
enjoy Paul’s experience of the
joy of gospel partnership as he wrote in
Philippians 1:3-5: ‘ | thank my God in all my
remembrance of you, always in every prayer of
mine for you all making my prayer with joy,
because of your partnership in the gospel from
the first day until now.’

If you would like to find out more about the work
that Duncan and Lydia will be doing in America
and how they can be supported please contact
duncanmurchison93@gmail.com

Metro Big Band

On Wednesday 19th of August, we will host The
Metro Big Band at Shepherd’s Way.

Thisis atouring production fromthe USAand we
are privileged to be included in their Scotland
Tour this year. The band is directed by Camp
Kirkland and they play a mixture of well-known
jazz and swing items in addition to jazz re-
interpretations of worship songs presenting the
Gospel.

This promises to be an excellent evening and a
great opportunity to invite others along.

As hosts we will provide a buffet meal for the
band before the concert.
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Ladies Bible Studg"""\'
Shepherd's Way Church

Thursday 27th August
Thursday 10th September
Thursday 24th September

Thursday 8th October

Mam - 12pm

All welcome.
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CRAFT & CHAT

Bring your own crafting project and enjoy
some company and a cuppa.
Shepherd’s Way Church
Thursday 20th August

Thursday 3rd September
Thursday 17th September
Thursday 1st October
10am —12pm

Everyone welcome. Bring a friend.
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Lachie and Isabel Macleod

The  congregation
recently marked the
departure of Lachie
and Isabel to a new
home in Inverness
through

thanksgiving and
prayer led by Donnie
G during Sunday
service.

The church, its people and the wider community
are all better off having known and been
supported by Lachie and Isabel over the years.

From the public work such as the annual
Blythswood Shoebox Appeal and Chief
Executive of Barbecuing activity to the less seen
but arguable more important pastoral work the
couple have done over the years it is not in
doubt that they have made a hugely positive
impact.

Isabel kindly provided the following update for
the newsletter.

“The move wentwell and we have been enjoying
the sunnier clime. It’s lovely to be nearer to
family. We’re doing quite a bit of work to our new
home to make it right for us.

Missing you all and can only thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for the wonderful ministry
under Donnie and latterly John. We were so
warmly accepted into the fellowship by
everyone from our first attendance on 07.08.10
and were made very welcome in all that we both
enjoyed being involved in.

Every blessing, Lachie and Isabel”

We all wish you both the very best for your new
chapterin Inverness.

Skye
Agricultural
Show

An incredible £500
was raised at the
stall at the recent
agricultural show.
Thank you to all
who gave 1_,_,
time and .

supplies
for the
event.

If you would like to be involved in some
of the fundraising activities for the
church please contact Gillie or any of
the leadership team.



JUNGLEADVENTURE
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Come with us on a Jungle Adventureaty 7,
Shepherds Way Free Church for Bible Stories, *
Games, & Crafts this Summer!
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A great deal of work has been done in
preparation for the annual summer holiday
club. A huge thank you to all who have been
involved so far and are giving up their time to
deliver this much valued event.

Parents are asked to complete the attached
form to confirm attendance and ensure
sufficient volunteers are on-hand.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1
FAIpQLSdMAyCfmibncWAMryf_Yavou
ALKkMduuDGHJTBOcbDRSNIgkOg/view
form

Graduation

Very many congratulations to Freya Turner,
daughter of Neil and Kirsten Turner, Bernisdale
on her recent graduation with a Masters degree
in Physiotherapy from Robert Gordon University,
Aberdeen.

Shinty Update

Well done Reuben MacDonald and Ellis
Crawford on their recent success representing
North End at the annual Kyleakin 6’s
tournament
—coming out
top in a
competition
featuring
over a dozen
teams from |
across Skye
and
Lochalsh.
This is the
second year |
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in a row that the boys have featured in the
winning team at this event.

Summer Tea Party

A well-attended tea party was held at
Shepherd’s Way Church recently with
Wimbledon on in
the background
and plenty of
strawberries to get
people in the
mood.

Very many thanks
to everyone who
supported the
even in any way
which raised
£427.50 towards
the building fund.
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Youth Sunday

The annual event to recoghise the
achievements of our young people was another
great success at the end of the summer term.

This was a fantastic
opportunity for
young and old to
enjoy some time
together after the
service. The BBQ
technicians, having
completed their BBQ
apprenticeship

thanks to
journeyman Lachie,
look forward to many
more events like this!




