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Welcome to the 30" edition of the Shepherd’s was thinking in reality was; how do | tell Irene
Way Church Newsletter. Thank you to all who that she will have to take the boys herself to the
have contributed to this issue. We start with Edinburgh Tartan Parade, a trip | had organised,
news of a right royal appointment and must a trip | had “convinced” Irene would be great. |
point out the significant between Grant’s suitin decided it would be ok as the chances of us
this article compared to the February being selected to go was minimal orso |
newsletter! thought!

Royal Garden Party The postin Sconser is at best

inconsistent, letters once a week.
Every now and then | open When on the Friday we got our pile

my work emails and one of letters Irene initially thought the

stands out. On this thick, high-quality envelope must be
occasion itwas from The
Royal Caledonian Ball
Charities Trust. They had
been asked by their Patron,
HRH The Princess Royal to
nominate two people to
attend the Buckingham

Palace Garden Party.

: junk mail or something to with the
election, so it ended up in the “to be
putin blue bin pile”. Thankfully this
pile is always double checked (we
learnt through experience the
importance of doing this). Irene
phoned to tell me there was a thick
envelope with Buckingham Palace
The Caledonian Ball
committee agreed to

stamped onit.

' Planning to go to the Garden Party
nominate myselfand a took time and | often felt clueless! |
service beneficiaryto get a
chance to attend. At this

point you may be thinking |

am extremely grateful as the
Caledonian Ball Charities Trust
covered the cost of the travel and

was sitting full of excitement, starting to
anticipate going to the Garden Party. What |

accommodation — without this we would not
have been able to attend.



| had absolutely no idea that morning suits are

so difficult to come by and are not readily

available to hire - Irene was horrified you could

not just pick one up from Vinted!
Attending the Graden Party
meant we had a strict dress
code including having to wear
grey pinstriped trousers, Oxford
shoes and a morning suit jacket.
Atop hat was optional, and we
could choose the colour of our
ties and pocket squares.
Thankfully Brook Tavernerin
Inverness kept me right and got
me sorted out with a morning
suit with a discount when he
heard | worked for the third
sector and was attending the
Garden Party.

We made it to London with no
hiccups and managed to get to
the party on time. Some folk
were selected to speak with the Prince and
Princess of Wales. Unfortunately, we were not
chosen to speak with them but came within
touching distance!

There were two
huge tents with
brass bands
playing and an
enormous
marquee (maybe
1.5x the size of the
church) full of all
the refreshments.
| am quite a plain eater and on selecting a
sandwich | discovered it was cucumber and
nettles, given where I was | could not even
discreetly discard it into a napkin...| had to eat
it! The cakes were delicious with my favourite
being the battenburg, closely followed by a
raspberry and cream one. It was a friendly and

pleasant atmosphere with everyone chatting to

one another. It was an honour getting to go into

the Palace while bystanders stood taking
photos.

Coming home
was a little bit
more
stressful. The
two tubes that
would get us
to Heathrow
were both
closed. We
knew ahead of
time one was
but the other
closed
unexpectantly
after we had
arrived and we
had no clue

e “¥2 howto getto
the airport. You can imagine the phone call to
Irene to let her know that we had about 45
minutes to get to the airport, but public
transport would take an hour. We agreed a taxi
would be the best option! We made it back to
Skye at the same time Irene and the boys made
it back from Edinburgh!

It was a privilege to be nominated by the
Caledonian Ball to attend the Garden Party and
| genuinely enjoyed the experience. The
Caledonian Ball have been supporters of Skye
and Lochalsh Young Cares for a long time, year

on year they help fund our annual respite trip to
Edinburgh at Christmas.

Congratulations Grant on this well deserved
honour in recognition of all the outstanding
work the Young Carers team do. Cucumber
and nettle sandwiches alongside the burgers at
the next BBQ?



Donnie’s
Devotional

Love it or loath it, it
starts on 11" June, the
FIFA World Cup!

Some of you will be
glued tothe TV, others HiFESE /
will find any excuse to go for a walk. However,
for all the teams and all the players involved in
the biggest sporting tournament in the world,
they will feel a huge sense of excitement and
privilege to be representing their countries on
the world stage.

In every game they will be giving it their all to try
and win, dreaming of the possibility of raising
that famous trophy at the end.

As Christians we have an even greater privilege
that should make us even more excited, we get
to represent Jesus on every stage, and although
serving Jesus is never a competition, and
salvation is not something we win, we are given
it for free, still we are urged to give it our all for
Jesus and “Run in such a way as to get the
prize.”

Women For Mission Gathering

On Saturday 16th May
at 2pm a good number
of women from North
Skye met togetherin
Shepherd’s Way to join
online the Annual
Women for Mission
Gathering being held at
Crow Road, Glasgow.

The meeting was

chaired by Wilma Nicolson who is a familiar
face in our congregation, and she introduced
videos from recipients of funding from last
year’s project, Flourish. We also heard from

some well-known speakers such as Marsaili
Campbell and David and Martha MacPherson.

The new fundraising project, Joined for Joy, was
also announced for 2026/27. The project’s
purpose is to ‘advance the gospel through
partnership’ and will be supporting Dumisani
Theological Institution and Bible School, the
Free Church Support Fund, The Gambia
Partnership and Free Church Youth Camps.

The afternoon was a lovely time of learning,
praise, prayer and fellowship, and sharing tea
and cakes!

Accommodation Needed

Hello! We are Barney, Naomi, Merry, Elias &
Arwyn Macphail. We moved to Portree in
August 2025, for Barney’s probation year of
teaching. We found out we were moving to
Skye, the week before Arwyn was born and we
prayed for a place to stay! The Lord provided
accommodation for us, for the year and it’s
been such a blessing to be a part of the
community here in Portree.

We love the church fellowship here at
Shepherd’s Way and can feel the presence of
the Lord. From the first time we came to this
church we have been made to feel so welcome
and part of the church
family.

Most of you were maybe
aware that we were
preparing to head back
home to Lewis in July, as
Barney’s probation year
was finishing at the end of
: Yy schoolterm and there
was no job for another history teacher. As we
were making plans for moving, we kept bringing
it before the Lord, asking that if we were to stay
that he’d make that clear to us.



A couple of weeks ago, Barney was offered a
job in Portree High School
for another year! We
accepted the role and we
believe that the Lord was
telling us to stay here in
Skye.

Our accommodation was
only for one year and we are
now looking for a new home
to rent. We would ideally
need a three bedroom
home, in or around Portree,
so Meredith could continue
attending her current
school.

We are praying that the Lord
will lead and guide us in this
and that He will provide the
right home. We are delighted
that the Lord has kept us here and we trust that
we are following his plan for our family.

If you know of any suitable accommodation
available please contact the newsletter team or
the Macphail clan directly. We can confirm
that Barney is fully house trained.

Lewis’ Log

Firstly, thank you for your
continued support over the past
few years - | have one year of
training left, and looking back your
support over that time has meant
so much to Blythe and I.

I’ve just finished third year at ETS,

so it’s been good to give more time to church
life in Leith. We have a steady number coming
every Sunday, around 45-50, who are a mix of
young and old, new and mature Christians, and
completely unchurched. It has been exciting
seeing them come in every week, and we are

keen to work on a good discipleship model over
the next few months.

FC candidates are required to
do a six-week placement at a
vacant congregation during their
training, so | will be starting that
in June in Tain and Fearn Free
Church.

Your prayers are appreciated!
Thanks again,

Lewis
Anna’s Adventures

We’ve been here in Trinidad for 2
weeks now and we’ve been
settling in well to the lifestyle
and project, but there have been
so many ups and downs.

Missing home, friends, family,
(Jacob ) and home comforts that we all take
for granted has been difficult but it has been
such a good insight into how other people live,
that come from much different backgrounds
than us! At the first ‘Hora Feliz’ kids club that
we attended, some of the children hadn’t even
heard of
Europe before.

Our projectis
going well and
we are
definitely
making good
progress! We
have done lots
of brick laying, moving piles of earth and bricks
At the weekends and days off we have enjoyed
exploring around the city centre and plaza,
although there’s nothing much to do in town.
We’ve made lots of new friends from the youth



group and church,
and we’ve played
lots of sport with
them. They
introduced us to a
sport they play
here called “wally”
which is like
volleyball but with
walls to play off

)

Although I’m enjoying how laid back Bolivians
are, and how they don’t take ANYTHING too
seriously, it is difficult sometimes to manage
my time because plans always get changed -
for example because of the weather, or our lift

turning up 2 hours late ¥ ©

Another thing I’'m struggling with is the food
here... there are very few vegetables and we
end up having to eat out a lot because of the
way things work out, we don’t usually have the
time or facilities to cook meals. I’ve been trying
to remember that
mission means having to
sacrifice things, whether
that be time, comfort,
healthy food...

Despite all this, | praise
the Lord every day for
His many blessings, His
protection, love and
mercy that he surrounds us with each day
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I hope you are all doing well and enjoying the
lengthening days and maybe some sun too...?!
Missing you all so much, and praying for you

% .. Godbless

Anna

Annual Fundraising Event

A huge thank you goes to everyone who
attended and supported the annual car wash,
BBQ and tabletop sale at the church recently.

A huge amount of work goes into planning and
organising the day that just wouldn’t be

possible V

without so

many
people
giving up
their time,
effort and
skills.

Over £4500
was raised
atthe
event
which will
go towards
the repayments for the building. We look
forward to many more events at
Shepherd’s Way Church.



A grand job!

We wir a’ fair lowpin wi joy tae hear o Don
Esson’s late-on win i’ the Doric prose
competition at the Buchan Heritage Society’s
Strichen Festival. Haein traivellt ower tae the
bonny north east coast (the editor’s a bittie
biased here) tae tak on a gey stiefe local crowd,
Don managed
tae raxdoon
an tak hame
the muckle-
thocht-o Ploo
trophy.

Neist on the
leetis the
stairtino a
weekly service
i'the Doric
tongue at
Shepherd’s
Way Kirk.

Don said that it’s nivver ower late tae tak up a
new tongue, an sent his best wishes tae aa the
loons an quines that had been bauchlin
alangside him.

Forinclusiveness we felt compelled to
translate the above!

We were all delighted to hear of Don Esson's
recent success in the Doric prose competition
at the Buchan Heritage Society's Strichen
Festival.

Having travelled over the to beautiful north east
coast (the editor is somewhat biased here) to
compete against tough local competition Don
successfully took home the coveted Ploo
trophy.

Next on the list is the introduction of a weekly
service in Doric at Shepherd's Way Church.

Don said that it is never too late to start
learning a new language and wished his
congratulations to all the men and women who
had been competing alongside him.

Dates for the Diary

18™ June - Women'’s Fellowship Meal
11t July - Summer Tea Party

11-13™" August — Holiday Club



