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Welcome to edition number
First off, we are

Shepherd’s Way Newsletter.
going to step gaily
into an article
updating on some
lovely news in the

congregation

All for Mairi’s
Wedding

Following a year of
engagement the
wait finally ended
recently when
Mairi, youngest
daughter of Donnie
G and Debbie
married Jude Laing at Bon Accord Free Church
in Aberdeen. The marriage ceremony was
carried out by Donnie G himself and the sermon
led by Donald Smith, Assistant Minister at Bon

Accord

Following her recent graduation Mairi is settled
in Aberdeen and embarking on her career in
-y midwifery. We wish the happy couple a long

dedication.

in youth group
John has been
clear that his

goal has been

and healthy marriage.
Captain John

What a time it has been for John Varwell
lately. Not only did he turn 21 whilst Down

Under but
he also
qualified as
a helicopter
pilot after
many hours S8
of hard
work and

BIG congrats to our
" Scottish superstar John.
CPLe" W

to fly helicopters and it’s really

encouraging to see him
achieve his ambitions. Well
done John - we’re looking

forward to hearing about many
more uplifting experiences!




Women For Mission Update

On Saturday 14th March, Women for Mission
had a soup and pudding lunch in Portree and
Bracadale Free Church at Shepherd’s Way.
Jenny Beaton kindly provided an update on the
event and work of the organisation.

This has been an annual event for many years,
with the exception of two or three years when
Covid rules did not allow for such gatherings.

On the day WfM
raised just over
£1000. There were
promises of more
money comingin.

WfM is a mission
minded organisation
within the Free
Church of Scotland.
A national committee
of women aims to
profile mission work
by prayer, by
holding events and by fundraising activities.
throughout the Free Church of Scotland
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Each year a selection of Christian charities are
chosen to be the beneficiaries of any funds
raised.

From May 2025 - May 2026 four charities have
been chosen.

Junction 12 which works with young children in
Glasgow who face many challenges in their
daily lives. The Charity provides a safe place for
them and support to enable them to do their
best.

The Maimie Martin Foundation works in Malawi
with the aim of enabling young girls to complete
their schooling. Due to cultural pressures
manyyoung women do not finish their
schooling. Those who do, are more likely to go
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into better paid jobs and in turn encourage their
own children to do well.

The Free Church camps are to benefit by 25% of
funds raised for a 5 year period. Each year the
camps run at a loss but because this is such a
valuable part of the Free Church’s work WfM
have felt that it is a very worthwhile project to
commit to.

Christ the Saviour Presbyterian Church are
aiming to raise funds so
that a Polish translation
of the Reformation
Study Bible can be
produced.

There is currently very
little Reformed gospel
literature available in
the Polish language.

We really appreciate all
the folks who came

along and who, as well
% A “ : as enjoying their
lunch contributed financially or donated
baking, soup or desserts. We had a very good
response. Items on the baking table were being
bought almost as quickly as donations were
comingin. We encourage each other in the faith
by coming together. The local committee are
very thankful to everyone who give of their time

and talents to ensure the day was a success.

In May, WfM have their Annual Get Together. This
year itis to be in Glasgow. This event will be live
streamed to Shepherd’s Way on the afternoon of
Saturday May 16th. Please attend if you are
able. It’s a time to catch up with what WfM has
been doing overthe last year, to hear from
missionaries and Christian organisations who
have benefitted from WfM funding and prayerful
support and it is also the time when new
projects are launched.



Men’s Meal

A good evening
was had by all
who attended
the recent
Men’s Meal to
raise funds for
Anna Varwell’s mission trip.

Expecting a burger and chips, the attendees
were blown away by a Michelin worthy spread
from the hands of the minister himself.

With a little bit of fabric softener, honey,
wallpaper
paste and
a creme
egg hopes
were
originally
low
however
he worked
his magic
and there were full tummies and smiling faces
all round.

Over £500 was raised on the night to help with
Anna’s personal expenses in South America.
Thank you to Donnie G for cooking and Barnie
for his waitering skills.
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Ponnie’s John’s Devotional

At Tam on the last Sunday
of March, we put our
clocks one hour forward to
bring us into what’s called
British Summer Time. This
gives us more daylight in
the evenings.

At 2am on the last Sunday in
October, we go back 1 hour and reverse into
Greenwich Mean Time. Daylight hours become
shorter. We remember all this with the saying,
“Spring Forward, Fall back.”

Spiritually,
when we
trust in
Jesus
Christ as
our Lord
and
Saviour,
we receive
endless Heavenly light as we’ve never had
before. The Good News is that there is no going
back after that!

Well done John — bang on 100 words!

A tale of
twoO KINGS

A Bible holiday club for
Primary aged kids

Wed 8 - Fri 10 April 2026
10am - 12.30pm
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1) TABLE TOP SAL 2)

£10 per table H

Whats%pp Alison By D 0 natlon
07900602140 to book :
2((/ )y
3) BBQ 4) TEA & COFFEE

Delicious Food! Homemade Cakes,
Burgers, Sausages, Refreshments, and a

Veggie Options Friendly Chat

Location: SHEPHERD'S WAY CHURCH, PORTREE ¢
ALL PROCEEDS TO CHURCH FUNDS | EVERYONE WELCOME! r

| ‘%; SR
| Ladies Bible Study™

CRAFT & CHAT Shepherd's Way Church
Bring your own crafting project and enjoy Pe—
some company and a cuppa.

Thursday 23rd April

Shepherd’s Way Church

Thursday 2™ April ThurSdag 7th Mag

Thursday 30" April Thursday 21st May
Thursday 14" May Thursday 4th June
Thursday 28" May Thursday 18th June
Thursday 11" June "~ Thursday 2nd July
Thursday 25" June A

10am - 12pm

Everyone welcome. Bring a friend.

h




Income and Outgoings for 2025 - snapshot

2024

Free-will offerings i.e. Standing Orders £82,163 £73183
Income & Envelopes
Collection box E11,365 £12,7TEG
£103,909
Gift Aid E18,631 £17,861
. Ministry suppeort & administration costs ES5.080 £RD,T12
Outgoings Presbytery levy £ 2,670 £2.483
Expenses & Hospitality E£2462 £2722
£110,106 Manse — Council Tax, Gas. £6.184 £3.173
Stove. £35.050
Donations £3.900
Youth Work £2 508
Miscellaneous: Accountancy fee £3 060
Ministry Azsistant £1,087 E13.027
Other £8,000
New Building upkeep Enertricity 6,935 £19.225 £11.044
Insrance £5 7S
Broadhand £1,028
‘Waier 2,084
Sindries & Annua 'SEI".'I:HQ E3.ame
New Income | Regular givings £40,730 £40,414
Building Fundraising £11.323 £30.854
Donations £10,608 £20 585
End-of-lonth £ 4 535 £ 5515
Gift aid £12,122 £18, 764
Premis=s hire E 5870 £4,790
Cutgoings | Loan £40,645 £40,545
{E3,38T per month)
Loan of £713,227 from January 2024, Loan - exira payment £50,000
payable over 20 years. "
Builder — final casts.  £30,000 £50,185
Manthly payment - £3 387, made up of AR LINRLERRE ! e
£2.1238 interest and £1.249 capital. Professional fees  £1,127 £24.758
Current pay-back total zince payments = :
began in Jan 2024: £133.700 (includes || Fieoy Ue IS,
£47.867 interest). £ upgrade. £10,880 | Carpark. creche £17,802

still to pay - £627,304.

Brief Update on Finances for the year 2025:

Income — slightly more than the 2024 figures.
Outgoings — more or less as last year.
New Building — see details in the table above. In October, we were grateful to have been able
to repay an extra £50,000 towards the loan, on top of the monthly £3,387. However, as we
consider the enormous capital sum of £713,000, we are very thankful for your standing orders,
and have every incentive to continue with fund-raising.
The new building's running costs are about £1,500 per month, although we now have a
maodest rental income. We're also glad to report that the builder’s final bill of £30,000 was settled

in June.

As ever, the Deacons’ Court is grateful to God for your steady contributions to the
congregation’s finances, thus enabling all that supports the vital work of ministry in Poriree &
Bracadale Free Church.




Updates from South America

infrastructure; the team currently hand-washes

Anna Varwell

has been

providing

updates on her

work in

Argentina  as

she gets to

grips with life

abroad. We

have been

keeping track

so we could

share these

updates with

you. | ) - R e

Anna recently all their clothes because the washing
arrived in machine is broken and must manage without
Tartagal, running water between 10 pm
Argentina, near and 7 am each night.

the Bolivian

border, to begin
her mission trip
with Latin Link.

After meeting her

team in Buenos
Aires and completing orientation in Salta, she
has transitioned into life in a community where
she and her teammates have been ‘
warmly welcomed by a local

church.

The team has already begun
practical service by helping in the
kitchen to sell fundraising meals
and sanding iron poles for an
upcoming construction project.

Life
unique

in Tartagal has presented
including
in protective gear in
30
degrees and adjusting to local

challenges,
working

temperatures exceeding

Despite these hurdles, Anna has
enjoyed local experiences like
the panoramic views from Cerro
San Bernardo and visiting local
markets for dinner with team
leaders Danny and Flavia.

Anna is encouraged by her progress with the

language barrier
and the positive
turnout at the

local young
adults  group,
and she has

shared several
specific prayer
the
weeks ahead.

points for

She
prayer

for
the
local pastor and
the

asks
for



congregation, as well as for the team’s
endurance while working on the construction
project in the intense heat. Additionally, she
requests prayer for the team’s health and safety,
specifically to avoid food poisoning, and for the
continued growth and wisdom of the young
adults group.

Anna expressed immense gratitude for the
support she has received and is excited to see
how the team can continue to bless the people
of Tartagal.

We are all praying for you and the team Anna
and hope you will continue to grow from your
experience.

Waverley Adventure

Very many thanks to Hamish Mackay for
providing this article to update us on his
fundraising
efforts.

Following a
family day
out on the
Waverley

last  year &=
Hamish

decided

that he
wanted to
fundraise to
take Portree
Primary

School on
it! Whilst on
the :
Waverley S

Hamish came to realise that several years ago

(maybe 30 plus years ago) Portree Primary
would go on the Waverley as a day trip. Below
are some questions that he has been asked with
his answers:

Why did you decide to fundraise to take your
school on the Waverley?

| loved the Waverley, especially the engine
room. | started thinking it would be good fun to
go on it with my friends. To make it fair | decided
it had to be for the whole school, that means no
one would be left out and it would be like when
my mum went on it, when she was young.
Luckily Mr MaclLean agreed it would be a good
idea!

Why are you raising more than just the ticket
price?

When we went on the Waverley the food was SO
expensive (the macaroni was good though) and
there was a nice gift shop. | thought about it and
decided to make it fair | wanted to raise enough
money so everyone at my school could get
either £5 or £10 to spend. That means everyone
has some

spending
money for
the gift
shop. | am
hoping that
I will raise
enough for
everyone to
get £10.
Stagecoach
are giving
us buses for
free to get
back from
Uig so that
is a big, big
help for me.

How are you getting on with your fundraising?

| have managed to buy (well my mum phoned
and did it) all the tickets for the whole school.
They have been paid for. The Waverley has even
helped me, they gave me a bit of a discount and



said they have never had a child do this before. |
have a wee bit to go for the spending money as
there are 131 kids in the school but | have until
May to get it all raised. | have just realised | need

to speak to Mrs Tyronney to see what we will do
for our lunch! I don’t know if the school will give
us a packed lunch like on a Friday or if everyone
will need to take one from home!

Who has helped you?

My Mum, Dad, Glen, Granny, Gramps and Aunty
Lorna have helped me quite a lot. Ben always
helps me, we support each other with
everything. Lots of people have been really kind
to me. The Waverley, Chainsaw Creations,
shops in Portree, Radio Skye, Jack at Sub Skye
and everyone that has bought something from
my fundraising. Mrs Tyronnie has also helped
me arrange a bake sale at school so the school
is helping me too.

What are you looking forward to the most
when you get on the Waverley with the

school?

Getting most of a day off school, not doing
schoolwork! | can’t wait to show Ben the engine
room. | like gift shops, so | am looking forward to
that too. It will be nice to see everyone excited
going on the Waverley (I hope the teachers will
be excited too!). e -

Easter Community |
Day |

A huge thank you to
everyone who came along
to the Easter community
day at the Church on 4%
April. This event, so
expertly organised yet
again by Irene and Grant
Mackay has become a mainstay in the church
calendar. Thank go to everyone who helped in
any way to make the event a success.



