
 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to edition number 29 of the 
Shepherd’s Way Newsletter.  First off, we are 
going to step gaily 
into an article 
updating on some 
lovely news in the 
congregation 

All for Mairi’s 
Wedding 

Following a year of 
engagement the 
wait finally ended 
recently when 
Mairi, youngest 
daughter of Donnie 
G and Debbie 
married Jude Laing at Bon Accord Free Church 
in Aberdeen. The marriage ceremony was 
carried out by Donnie G himself and the sermon 
led by Donald Smith, Assistant Minister at Bon 
Accord 

 

Following her recent graduation Mairi is settled 
in Aberdeen and embarking on her career in 

midwifery.  We wish the happy couple a long 
and healthy marriage. 

Captain John 

What a time it has been for John Varwell 
lately.  Not only did he turn 21 whilst Down 
Under but 
he also 
qualified as 
a helicopter 
pilot after 
many hours 
of hard 
work and 
dedication. 

From his time 
in youth group 
John has been 
clear that his 
goal has been 

to fly helicopters and it’s really 
encouraging to see him 
achieve his ambitions.  Well 
done John – we’re looking 
forward to hearing about many 
more uplifting experiences! 
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Women For Mission Update 

On Saturday 14th March, Women for Mission 
had a soup and pudding lunch in Portree and 
Bracadale Free Church at Shepherd’s Way.  
Jenny Beaton kindly provided an update on the 
event and work of the organisation. 

This has been an annual event for many years, 
with the exception of two or three years when 
Covid rules did not allow for such gatherings.  

On the day WfM 
raised just over 
£1000. There were 
promises of more 
money coming in.  

WfM is a mission 
minded organisation 
within the Free 
Church of Scotland. 
A national committee 
of women aims to 
profile mission work 
by prayer, by 
holding events and by fundraising activities. 
throughout the Free Church of Scotland  

Each year a selection of Christian charities are 
chosen to be the beneficiaries of any funds 
raised.  

From May 2025 - May 2026 four charities have 
been chosen. 

Junction 12 which works with young children in 
Glasgow who face many challenges in their 
daily lives. The Charity provides a safe place for 
them and support to enable them to do their 
best.  

The Maimie Martin Foundation works in Malawi 
with the aim of enabling young girls to complete 
their schooling. Due to cultural pressures 
many young women do not finish their 
schooling. Those who do, are more likely to go 

into better paid jobs and in turn encourage their 
own children to do well.  

The Free Church camps are to benefit by 25% of 
funds raised for a 5 year period. Each year the 
camps run at a loss but because this is such a 
valuable part of the Free Church’s work WfM 
have felt that it is a very worthwhile project to 
commit to.  

Christ the Saviour Presbyterian Church are 
aiming to raise funds so 
that a Polish translation 
of the Reformation 
Study Bible can be 
produced.  

There is currently very 
little Reformed gospel 
literature available in 
the Polish language.  

We really appreciate all 
the folks who came 
along and who, as well 
as enjoying their 

lunch contributed financially or donated 
baking, soup or desserts. We had a very good 
response. Items on the baking table were being 
bought almost as quickly as donations were 
coming in. We encourage each other in the faith 
by coming together. The local committee are 
very thankful to everyone who give of their time 
and talents to ensure the day was a success.   

In May, WfM have their Annual Get Together. This 
year it is to be in Glasgow. This event will be live 
streamed to Shepherd’s Way on the afternoon of 
Saturday May 16th. Please attend if you are 
able. It’s a time to catch up with what WfM has 
been doing over the last year, to hear from 
missionaries and Christian organisations who 
have benefitted from WfM funding and prayerful 
support and it is also the time when new 
projects are launched.  



 
 

 
 

Men’s Meal 

A good evening 
was had by all 
who attended 
the recent 
Men’s Meal to 
raise funds for 
Anna Varwell’s mission trip. 

Expecting a burger and chips, the attendees 
were blown away by a Michelin worthy spread 
from the hands of the minister himself.  

With a little bit of fabric softener, honey, 
wallpaper 
paste and 
a crème 
egg hopes 
were 
originally 
low 
however 
he worked 
his magic 
and there were full tummies and smiling faces 
all round. 

Over £500 was raised on the night to help with 
Anna’s personal expenses in South America.  
Thank you to Donnie G for cooking and Barnie 
for his waitering skills. 

 

 

Donnie’s John’s Devotional 

At 1am on the last Sunday 
of March, we put our 
clocks one hour forward to 
bring us into what’s called 
British Summer Time. This 
gives us more daylight in 

the evenings.  

At 2am on the last Sunday in 
October, we go back 1 hour and reverse into 
Greenwich Mean Time. Daylight hours become 
shorter. We remember all this with the saying, 
“Spring Forward, Fall back.” 

Spiritually, 
when we 
trust in 

Jesus 
Christ as 
our Lord 

and 
Saviour, 

we receive 
endless Heavenly light as we’ve never had 
before. The Good News is that there is no going 
back after that! 

Well done John – bang on 100 words! 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Updates from South America 

Anna Varwell 
has been 
providing 
updates on her 
work in 
Argentina as 
she gets to 
grips with life 
abroad.  We 
have been 
keeping track 
so we could 
share these 
updates with 
you. 

Anna recently 
arrived in 
Tartagal, 
Argentina, near 
the Bolivian 
border, to begin 
her mission trip 
with Latin Link.  

After meeting her 
team in Buenos 
Aires and completing orientation in Salta, she 
has transitioned into life in a community where 
she and her teammates have been 
warmly welcomed by a local 
church.  

The team has already begun 
practical service by helping in the 
kitchen to sell fundraising meals 
and sanding iron poles for an 
upcoming construction project.  

Life in Tartagal has presented 
unique challenges, including 
working in protective gear in 
temperatures exceeding 30 
degrees and adjusting to local 

infrastructure; the team currently hand-washes 

all their clothes because the washing 
machine is broken and must manage without 

running water between 10 pm 
and 7 am each night.  

Despite these hurdles, Anna has 
enjoyed local experiences like 
the panoramic views from Cerro 
San Bernardo and visiting local 
markets for dinner with team 
leaders Danny and Flavia. 

Anna is encouraged by her progress with the 
language barrier 
and the positive 
turnout at the 
local young 
adults group, 
and she has 
shared several 
specific prayer 
points for the 
weeks ahead.  

She asks for 
prayer for the 
local pastor and 

the 



 
 

 
 

congregation, as well as for the team’s 
endurance while working on the construction 
project in the intense heat. Additionally, she 
requests prayer for the team’s health and safety, 
specifically to avoid food poisoning, and for the 
continued growth and wisdom of the young 
adults group.  

Anna expressed immense gratitude for the 
support she has received and is excited to see 
how the team can continue to bless the people 
of Tartagal.  

We are all praying for you and the team Anna 
and hope you will continue to grow from your 
experience. 

Waverley Adventure 

Very many thanks to Hamish Mackay for 
providing this article to update us on his 
fundraising 
efforts.  

Following a 
family day 
out on the 
Waverley 
last year 
Hamish 
decided 
that he 
wanted to 
fundraise to 
take Portree 
Primary 
School on 
it! Whilst on 
the 
Waverley 
Hamish came to realise that several years ago 
(maybe 30 plus years ago) Portree Primary 
would go on the Waverley as a day trip. Below 
are some questions that he has been asked with 
his answers: 

Why did you decide to fundraise to take your 
school on the Waverley? 

I loved the Waverley, especially the engine 
room. I started thinking it would be good fun to 
go on it with my friends. To make it fair I decided 
it had to be for the whole school, that means no 
one would be left out and it would be like when 
my mum went on it, when she was young. 
Luckily Mr MacLean agreed it would be a good 
idea! 

Why are you raising more than just the ticket 
price? 

When we went on the Waverley the food was SO 
expensive (the macaroni was good though) and 
there was a nice gift shop. I thought about it and 
decided to make it fair I wanted to raise enough 
money so everyone at my school could get 
either £5 or £10 to spend. That means everyone 

has some 
spending 

money for 
the gift 
shop. I am 
hoping that 
I will raise 
enough for 
everyone to 
get £10. 
Stagecoach 
are giving 
us buses for 
free to get 
back from 
Uig so that 
is a big, big 
help for me.  

How are you getting on with your fundraising? 

I have managed to buy (well my mum phoned 
and did it) all the tickets for the whole school. 
They have been paid for. The Waverley has even 
helped me, they gave me a bit of a discount and 



 
 

 
 

said they have never had a child do this before. I 
have a wee bit to go for the spending money as 
there are 131 kids in the school but I have until 
May to get it all raised. I have just realised I need 
to speak to Mrs Tyronney to see what we will do 
for our lunch! I don’t know if the school will give 
us a packed lunch like on a Friday or if everyone 
will need to take one from home! 

Who has helped you? 

My Mum, Dad, Glen, Granny, Gramps and Aunty 
Lorna have helped me quite a lot. Ben always 
helps me, we support each other with 
everything. Lots of people have been really kind 
to me. The Waverley, Chainsaw Creations, 
shops in Portree, Radio Skye, Jack at Sub Skye 
and everyone that has bought something from 
my fundraising. Mrs Tyronnie has also helped 
me arrange a bake sale at school so the school 
is helping me too.  

What are you looking forward to the most 
when you get on the Waverley with the 
school? 

Getting most of a day off school, not doing 
school work! I can’t wait to show Ben the engine 
room. I like gift shops, so I am looking forward to 
that too. It will be nice to see everyone excited 
going on the Waverley (I hope the teachers will 
be excited too!).  

Easter Community 
Day 

A huge thank you to 
everyone who came along 
to the Easter community 
day at the Church on 4th 
April.  This event, so 
expertly organised yet 
again by Irene and Grant 
Mackay has become a mainstay in the church 
calendar.  Thank go to everyone who helped in 
any way to make the event a success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


