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Incredibly it’s February 2026 and this is edition 
28 of the Shepherd’s Way Church newsletter.  
Despite the time of the year there is still plenty 
activity to report on at the church and we start 
with some news that has made us all very 
happy. 

Congratulations Mairi 

We were delighted to hear the exciting news 
that Mairi Macdonald graduated from Robert 
Gordons University 
with a BSc in 
Midwifery following 
years of committed 
studies.  Mairi has 
secured a job in 
Aberdeen where it 
has been said that 
all the best people 
are born (no 
offence Rev. 
Urquhart!) 

Well done Mairi, we 
all pray that you 
will have a long and successful career helping 
bring babies into the world. 

 

 

Festive Events 

The church and the congregation as a whole 
were very busy over the recent festive period 
with some great events and gatherings held.  
Here are just a few of the highlights. 

Wreath making 

Two really well attended events were held at 
the Church in December that saw 30 women 
from the community getting together to learn 

how to make Christmas wreaths.  

After much searching for suitable trees 
and bushes and car loads of Holly, 
Cypress Leylandii and Ivy some fantastic 
wreaths were produced.  A great time was 
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had by everyone who attended and over £700 
was raised for the new building fund alongside 
more money raised to support Anna Varwell’s 
missionary trip. 

Thank you to everyone who attended, 
volunteered and supported in any way.   

Minginish Service 

Once again, a praise event was held at 
Minginish Hall in the lead up to Christmas.  This 
well attended event was a great chance for 
everyone to get together in the Bracadale area 
and a good time was had by all. 

 

 

Community Day 

Thanks again go to Grant 
and Irene Mackay and 
all other helpers who 
gave up their time and 
skills to deliver another 
really well attended 
community day before 
Christmas.  It’s so 
heartening to see the 
church being well used 
and doors opened for  

events that draw the community in.  Once 
again, the famous squishies flew out the door 
and we are led to believe the fashion Police are 
still searching for Grant! 

 

       

We look forward to very many more successful 
events in the church and continue to 
encourage anyone who has plans, and ideas or 
a vision for an event to come forward and share 
it.  There are always people willing to support 
and volunteer their time and skills to help and it 
really is great to see the building in use. 
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Ministry Conference 

Over 60 ministers attended the Free Church 
Ministry Conference in Edinburgh this month 
for in-service training.  

The main speaker was Christopher Ash, a well-
known speaker 
and writer. He 
gave four 
addresses on 
the book of 
Lamentations, 
entitled, 
‘Lamenting in 
Hope’.  

Others gave talks on Guarding the Heart, 
Illustrations in Preaching, and Patience in Local 
Ministry.  

There were seminars on discipling men into 
leadership, releasing women’s gifts in the 
Church, and developing a mission culture in 
the church. There were also preaching labs 
where the ministers went into small groups and 
gave feedback on each other’s preaching! 

 It was a very encouraging event that allowed 
not only for a time to reflect and learn, but also 
to be refreshed and renewed in friendship and 
fellowship.  

 

North End Shinty 

Well done to Reuben 
MacDonald on his 
recent success in a 
competition to design 
a logo for the North 
End shinty team.  

Despite a competitive 
process Reuben’s 
entry shone with his focus on what North End 
really means to the players, coaches and 

supporters of the team and the team’s firm 
links with the smaller rural schools in the north 
of the island. 

North End has produced players who have 
gone on to represent Scotland including our 
own John Gillies so it’s an important part of 

youth shinty on Skye. 

Great work Reuben.  In 

further great 
news, on the 
first outing of 
the new strips at 
the Portree 
indoor 
tournament North End walked away with 
silverware winning all of their league games 
then pipping BSGP in a nail biting final that 
went to penalties. 

Shepherd’s Way 
was well 
represented with 
Ellis and Reuben 
in the winning 
North End team, 
Ben Graham 
picking up player 
of the 
tournament and 
Hamish Mackay 
proving himself to be a valuable player both in 
and out of goals for Portree Primary School.  
Younger brother Glen also had a great 
performance in the P1-3 tournament on the 
same day.  The future is bright for shinty on 
Skye. 
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Anna’s Adventures 

As Anna 
Varwell 
continues 
her 
fundraising 
efforts for 
her 
missionary 
trip with 
Latin Link we welcome this update on progress 
to date.  

I would like to start my 
article with an 
expression of 
immense gratitude to 
the congregation for all 
their support in my preparation for going to 
South America in March. I am feeling incredibly 
blessed to have such a loving and generous 
church family, and I appreciate all your prayers, 
donations of time, skills and money, useful 
advice, and generally showing an interest in my 
trip.  

For those of you who may not know already, I 
am taking part in Latin Link’s ‘Spring 
Step’ programme this year. I will be 
going out to South America as part of 
a small team, to serve on two 
separate projects.  

We found out the destination and 
details of our projects just before Christmas - 
the plan was that we’d be going to Argentina 
and Ecuador, but because of recent gang 
violence and a warning issued by the UK 
government to avoid any non-emergency travel 
to Ecuador, it was decided a few weeks ago 
that we would not be going to Ecuador 
anymore. An alternative project was found 
though, in Bolivia.  

Although I am disappointed that we are no 
longer going to Ecuador, as the 
project that we were to be involved in 
sounded both challenging and fun, I 
am glad that we are going 
somewhere a bit safer! This was a 
reminder that God’s hand really is 
protecting us all the way along our 
journey, and that He has provided 
the right people and opportunities to 
work out perfectly for the team. It 

reminds me of the promise: “And we know that 
in all things 
God works 
for the good 
of those who 
love him, 
who have 

been called according to his purpose.” 
(Romans 8v28) 

The team will be going to Tartagal  in the Salta 
province, Argentina, for the months of March 
and April, and then Trinidad, the capital of the 
Beni department, Bolivia, for May and June, 
with a week’s holiday in between the two 
projects, and time afterwards to travel as a 

team as 
well.  

In Tartagal, 
the idea of 
the project is 
to support 

the expansion of ‘Iglesia Asamblea de Dios’ 
church building. In recent years, the 
congregation has experienced growth and 
expansion in congregation members, so 
require a larger space to accommodate 
everyone. Additionally, the team will be 
participating in activities with the children and 
youth of the church. The team will be 
supporting the church, and involved in various 
different ministries such as evangelism, 
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worship, sharing the Word, testimonies, and 
supporting the church in social outreach 
activities. These will be implemented through 
involvement with Children’s Bible School, 
youth and teen meetings, visiting other 
churches in the city, and visiting English 
language institutes. 

In Trinidad, the team will be partnering with 
‘Iglesia Paititi’ to support a struggling church 
plant in the Villa Moises community, which has 
faced decline since losing its pastor during the 
pandemic. The team will help bring new life 
through construction work, children’s and 
youth outreach, and practical support, 
including building accommodation 
for future pastors and assisting with 
church events and ministries.  

In recent years, the church has 
suffered with dwindling numbers 
due to their pastor dying during the 
pandemic. They are trying to find a 
new person to pastor the church, 
and services are currently being led 
by members from the mother 
church. There is also a week of 
celebration events for the mother church’s 
anniversary, which the team will be involved in. 

I am beyond excited to go on this mission trip, 
and can’t wait to tell you all about it when I 
return! In the meantime, I would really 
appreciate your prayers: 

• For all the preparations that I still need 
to undergo, such as vaccinations, 
Spanish learning, fundraising, getting all 
the right equipment, and also spiritual 
and emotional preparation for adjusting 
to a completely different 
culture and climate, and 
being ready and able to share 
the precious gospel message 
with others. 

• For Latin Link’s Step coordinators,and 
all those involved both in the UK and in 
the receiving countries, in organising the 
teams’ projects and accommodation, 
and making important and difficult 
decisions. 

• For all my fellow Step team members 
who are preparing and fundraising as 
well. There are 8 of us altogether - 4 
girls, 4 boys. 

• For the congregations and communities 
with which we will be working. 

• That our orientation weekend in 
Birmingham at the end of February 
would be a valuable and helpful time 
spent together as a team. 

We don’t yet have a set date for leaving or 
returning, but we will be leaving (most 
probably) between the 6th and 14th of March, 
and returning within the first 2 weeks of July. 
Although I have reached my minimum target for 
fundraising, I will continue to fundraise up until 
the orientation weekend (when all our 
fundraising has to be completed by), so that it 
will hopefully cover other costs such as flights 
and vaccines.  

We are all really looking forward to hearing how 
Anna’s trip progresses and wish her the very 
best for her adventure.  

As part of the fundraising efforts a well 
attended quiz and curry evening was held at 
Shepherd’s Way Church.  “The Trotters” came 
out on top in the quiz but the real winners on 
the night were everyone’s tummies – full to the 
brim with a wide array of curries. Don’t miss her 

Praise and 
Worship 
evening at the 
church on 6th 
February. 



 
Error! Unknown document property name. 

Jacob’s Journey 

We are also 
grateful to Jacob 
for providing us 
with an account of 
his own travels.  

Hello everyone, 
back in September I started “First Serve”, which 
is a Christian Gap Year programme run by 
Echoes International.  

I studied at Tilsley Bible College for the first 
month of the programme,  to prepare me with 
practical and theological training. I then served 
for two months in Belfast, based at Crescent 
Church. This was an amazing experience for me 
to see what life is like on the mission field and to 
put the skills I learned at Tilsley to use.  

I had the opportunity to get involved in many 
different forms of ministry, such as with youth 
groups, with international students, with 
English learning classes and lots more.  

I’ve been in Bogotá, the capital of Colombia, for 
the past 2 weeks, and I’ll be here for 2 months in 
total. Then, I’ll serve 2 months in Cajamarca, in 
the north of Peru.  

Any prayers would be greatly appreciated, 
particularly for safety, communication in a 
different language and for spiritual 
encouragement.  

Thank you everyone. 

Donnie’s 
Devotional 

For Christmas, I was 
given a leather wrist 
band. It was a 
replacement for an 
almost identical one I 
was given a few years 
ago which had fallen apart. On the inside of the 

band there is an inscription, it 
says, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I have what I need”. 
That first line of Psalm 23 can 
be translated in so many ways; 
I shall not want, I lack nothing, 
I don’t need a thing. In worship 
services we sing the traditional 

version, the Sing Psalms version, and the 
Townend version. But whatever version we 
read, or sing, the words constantly remind us, 
that in Jesus we find everything: we can trust in 
him always.  

 

Do you know ten people that don’t know Jesus? 
Would you like to commit to praying for them 
throughout 2026?  That is what ENGAGE is all 
about. 

Engage is a Mission Board initiative that seeks to 
encourage us to pray for our family, friends, 
neighbours and colleagues regularly.  If all 
10,000 members of the Free Church of Scotland 
pray for 10 people each, that would mean 
100,000 people are being prayed for throughout 
the year.   

There are leaflets at the church and there are 
bookmarks on which you can list the ten people 
you are praying for.  You could keep the 
bookmark in your Bible or beside your bed, 
somewhere you will see it every day to remind 
you to pray.   

If you want more info check out the webpage 
freechurch.org/engage2026.  


