
 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to edition 27 of the Shepherd’s Way 
Newsletter. It’s the most wonderful time of year 
and we wish you all a very merry Christmas.  
Before then though, it’s been another busy 
couple of months in the church and we start this 
newsletter by giving thanks to someone who has 
served the church for over thirty years. 

The following is the speech given by Rolf Napoli 
to mark Dr Chris Crichton stepping down from 
her role as Co-ordinator of the Sunday School.   

Let me take you back 25 years….. To the year 
2000. 

Tony Blair was 
Prime Minister – 
Leading under 
the banner of 
New Labour. 

The Playstation 
2 had just hit the 
high streets. 

And.. I’m sure 
some of us will 
remember the 
scare 
– mongering over the millennium bug…When it 
was feared that every piece of electronic 
equipment would stop working when the clocks 
struck 12 at New Year. 

 

 

 

Closer to home, it was the year that we, as a 
split congregation, moved up to the Primary 
School. 

By this time Chris had already been serving 
faithfully as a  Sunday School Teacher for seven 
years. It was this year that she was asked and 
she agreed to take on the role of Sunday School 
Superintendent / Coordinator. 

I know I speak for all of us when I say: Thank you 
Chris. 

Thank you for your dedication to the Sunday 
School.  Your teaching has not 
only shared Knowledge but 

had 
nurtured patience…..kindness 
and faith in our children. 

It is clear that your work has 
been guided by love.  Not 
only for Jesus but for the 
children as well……and by a 
genuine desire to see the 
children grow in their 
understanding of God’s word. 

We are truly thankful for all 
your years dedicated to the Sunday School and 
your efforts in planting seeds of faith.    Seeds we 
are confident will continue to flourish for years 
to come.  Chris, thank you for being such a 
blessing ---to the children and to us parents.  
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Church Revitalisation Event 

On Saturday 11th October, a number of folks 
from across the Presbytery met at Shepherd’s 
Way for the Biblical Church Revitalisation in 
Hard Places Conference (not everyone is in the 
photo).  

Brian Croft gave two excellent talks based on 
Scripture 
while drawing 
from his vast 
experience of 
church 
revitalisation. 
Particularly 
useful was his encouragement to persevere. 
Revitalisation is a long-term work.   

Matthew Spandler Davison, gave a talk that 
could be described has having nothing to do 
with church revitalisation, but also everything 
to do church revitalisation. He shared the story 
of the life challenges he had been through over 
the past few years; it was quite a story! He 
reminded us that things can be hard but 
through it all God is with us and has a purpose 
in all things; a lesson for us in life, but also in 
the work of the Gospel.  

Remembrance 
Day 

The Congregation 
was represented this 
year at the 
Remembrance Day 
parade in Portree by 
Rev. John Urquhart, 
Rachel Varwell and 
Duncan Mackinnon.  
John laid the wreath and provided us with the 
following article detailing a personal 
connection to this act of remembrance.  

Ever heard of Bertie? He was born in 1922 and 
was brought up in Inverasdale, Wester Ross. 

In 1939, aged 17, he joined The Argyle and 
Sutherland Highlanders – having lied about his 
age to get in. The following year Bertie joined 
No. 9 Commando, as a Private. At first, in small 
numbers, they conducted short nighttime 
raids. They were so successful that on October 

18, 1942, Adolf Hitler 
issued his 
Kommandobefehl 
(Commando Order) 
demanding that British or 
Allied soldiers taking part 
in Commando operations 

should be “annihilated to the last man” even if 
in uniform, escaping, or surrendering. 

Bertie’s first overseas posting was to Gibraltar, 
in November 1942. From there his unit was 
called to support the Torch Landings in North 
Africa. Towards the end of 1943, they were 
dispatched to Italy and based near Naples. 

No. 9 Commando fought at the notorious Anzio 
landings, twice. Bertie was there both times: 
the first time in January 1944, and again in 
Operation X which began on March 3, 1944. In 
that second operation 9 Commando suffered 
73 casualties (killed, wounded or missing in 
action). Bertie was badly wounded. A dum-
dum bullet struck his left thigh leaving a gaping 
hole in it. He was taken to England, to the 71st 
British Gen. Hospital, C. M. F., where he was 
told he could sit out the rest of the war with 
honour. In April 1944, from hospital, he wrote 
to his mum saying, “soldiering has got in my 
blood and I can’t get back to my unit quick 
enough.” But … due to the severity of his injury, 
he was demobilised. 

http://www.campusprogram.com/reference/en/wikipedia/1/19/1942.html
http://www.campusprogram.com/reference/en/wikipedia/k/ko/kommandobefehl.html
http://www.campusprogram.com/reference/en/wikipedia/c/co/commando_order.html


 
 

 
 

However, Bertie begged to get back into army 
service, arguing his case strongly and working 
hard to walk again. Dogged persistence 
eventually 
got him 
reinstated.  

On 29th 
March 1945 
he wrote, 
“Dear 
mother, I 
arrived in 
‘Sunny Italy’ 
on the 20th”. 
On 1st April 
the 
Commandos began an attack on well dug-in 
soldiers at a spit of land by Lake Comacchio. 
The following day No. 9 Commando 5 Troop 
gained 7 miles of ground. Sadly however, 8 of 
their soldiers were left dead and 27 wounded. 

On that fateful day Bertie lost his life due to a 
mortar bomb explosion. Just one month later, 
on 2nd May 1945, German forces in North Italy 
and Austria surrendered.  

Bertie’s real name was Robert Rose Urquhart. 
He was my uncle and a true Highland hero. 

Blythswood Update 

Yet again there was a phenomenal response to 
the annual Blythswood shoebox appeal.  Over 
1000 boxes were collected from North Skye 
with just under 300 of those being collected 

from Shepherd’s Way Church which operated 
as a collection point for the North of Skye by 
the Blythswood team.  

A slick, well oiled machine saw the foyer 
emptied with some military precision. 

These boxes will bring great joy and happy 
memories to the recipients throughout the 
world this Christmas. 

 

Cram the 
Van 

The Blythswood 
van wasn’t the 
only van to be 
well on its way 
to being 
crammed as 
Noah found out 
when he had to 
help deliver the 
big red Cram the 
Van bucket to 

Radio Skye as part of 
their annual campaign 
to ensure every child in 
the community receives 
a gift this Christmas. 

Thank you to all who 
contributed so 
generously.  



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Creche Graduations 

Congratulations to 
Isla and Edith for 
their recent 
graduation from 
Creche to Sunday 
School.  We wish 
you many happy 
years in with the big 
ones. 

 

Donnie’s Devotional  

It’s nearly 
Christmas! At 
this time of year, 
we are reminded 

of that picture of baby Jesus lying 
in a manger. Strangely, at our 
morning services we have come 
that point in our study of Luke’s 
Gospel where we are looking at the death of 
Jesus on the cross. I didn’t plan it that way, 
honest! However, I think it has worked out well 
because both pictures are so important to look 
at every day. Look at the manger; Jesus became 
one of us, he understands us. Look at the cross; 
Jesus died for us, he loves us. We celebrate 
every day, the baby Jesus, and the crucified 
Christ.  

Children’s Table Top Sale 

A great day was had at 
the church in 
November for the 
children’s table top 
sale.  Over 15 tables of 
goodies were on display helping bag an early 
bargain for Christmas and over £300 raised for 
the new building fund. 

 

 

There’s lots of groups available at 
Shepherd’s Way Church and you’re never 

too old to learn a new skill as Betty has found 
out by learning to crochet in her 90’s at Craft and 
Chat. Well done Betty! 



 
 

 
 

Anna’s Adventures 

In the last newsletter you heard from Anna 
Varwell having left school during which she told 
us about some plans to head abroad 
to work for Latin Link.  We couldn’t let 
that pass without delving a bit deeper 
to find out exactly what her plans 
were.  Thanks to Anna for providing 
the following article.  

As some may know already, my place 
has been confirmed to go to South 
America with the Christian 
organisation Latin Link in the new 
year. I am currently taking a year out of 
studies, and decided to do something 
adventurous with my time! 

The mission programme that I’m 
going on is called ‘Spring Step’. This is 
one of Latin Link’s programmes that 
sends a group of 4-10 people to one of 
their partner churches and communities in 
Latin America. Spring Step runs from March 
until July each year, and this year Latin Link 
celebrates 40 years of Step teams being sent to 
and received from Latin America! (We haven’t 
heard exactly what country we are being sent to 
yet, but will find out in the next few weeks!) 

I first heard about Latin Link when I was younger, 
as they used to visit our church in Kilmuir. When 
my friend, Millie 
(who I met on an 
SU holiday), told 
me about this 
programme and 
that she was 
thinking of doing it, I thought it was a more than 
ideal opportunity to explore a new place, meet 
and serve new people, but ultimately sharing 
the gospel, and God’s love, to more remote 
areas of the world (even more remote than 
Skye!), all while bringing glory to God’s name. 

"And he said to them, 'Go into all the world and 
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation'" - 
Mark 16:15. 

The aims of Step are to: show God’s 
love, encourage individuals to grow in 
their faith, and support the ongoing 
ministry of the Latin church, and learn 
from it. 

We will be involved in different 
projects while we are there, such as: 
construction projects for church 
buildings; children and youth 
ministry; sports, games, arts and 
crafts with children; teaching English, 
and much more. 

I’ll be hosting a few fundraising events 
over the next few months and would 
love to see you guys there! If you can’t 
make it to these, other ways in which 
you can help include: Prayer (for all 

financial, practical, emotional/spiritual 
preparation before departure, and the 
fundraising events), donation of time or skills (if 
you are interested in helping at any events 
please let me know - more details and 
information about events will be coming in the 
next few weeks), or donations to my fundraising 
page on Latin Link’s website.  

Donations of funds will go towards: The 
orientation weekend in Birmingham 
where we meet the team and are 
equipped practically and spiritually for 
our mission trip; country specific 
training and materials; food and 
accommodation while in South 

America; health clearance and medical advice; 
project set-up and supervision; residential 
debrief weekend, when the team comes 
together again later in the summer to discuss 
and debrief on the time away; comprehensive 
insurance cover; project materials such as 



 
 

 
 

bricks, paint wood, cement, etc.; and admin 
costs. £400 of the total will also be put directly 
towards the project that the team will be 
working on. 

Instructions to access my fundraising page is as 
follows:  

Open the Latin Link website. Click on ‘Support 
our work’ at the top of the page, and then 
‘Support a fundraiser’. Scroll down (or use the 
search bar) to find me! If you would prefer the 
direct link, please let me know via email: 
annav.fundraising@gmail.com .  Thank you for 
all your support and encouragement.  

John’s Flying 
High 

It’s been a while 
since we heard 
from Anna’s 
brother John who 
has been on his 
own adventures 
recently in 
Australia.  We thought we would get in touch 
with John to find out how he is getting on and 
were delighted when he provided the following 
update. 

Hello to you all from Brisbane.  

An update on my stay in Australia. Although I’ve 
only been here since January, there is already 
too much to talk about.  

I travelled over with my girlfriend Heather to stay 
with her brother in Sandgate, Brisbane. He and 
his wife have taken us to visit a few places in and 
around the city and along the coast. We’ve also 
been to meet their family and friends and have 
been very fortunate since arriving to have a solid 
place to stay and people to look out for us.  

One of my favourite places we visited was 
Moreton Island, just offshore from the city. 

Whilst there we got to see dolphins, walk along 
beautiful sandy beaches and swim around coral 
covered shipwrecks. Another activity I’ve 
frequently enjoyed here is taking the car 
offroading and on the beach in the local 
National Parks.  

Our stay has been packed with all sorts of 
adventures from witnessing turtle eggs hatch on 
the beach, petting kangaroos in a wildlife park, 
surviving an ex-tropical cyclone and getting 
severely sunburnt!  

DM Peter MacDonald will hopefully be pleased 
to hear that I joined the Brisbane City Pipe Band, 

first performing with them on 
ANZAC Day and continuing to 
attend various other events.  

I’m also attending Sandgate 
Presbyterian Church, just up 
the street from the house. A 
small congregation but they 
have shown great friendship, 
fellowship and hospitality to me 
over the past months. After 

buying an accordion back in May, I’m now part 
of their music group for Sunday worship. 

At the end of June I began training for my 
helicopter theory exams, and passed my 7th 
and final exam in October. Being at the flight 
school helped me meet some new friends and 
set me up appropriately for the practical training 
that I’m undertaking at a different school further 
down the coast in the town of Ballina, New 
South Wales. I’m staying in Ballina for the 
duration of the flight training, which is likely to 
take me up to around February next year. So far 
the training is going well and once it’s 
completed, I’ll be qualified with an Australian 
commercial helicopter licence. I can convert 
this to a UK licence when I come home again.  

When my training is complete I’m looking at 
staying in Australia for a while longer to seek 

mailto:annav.fundraising@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

work opportunities and build up experience as a 
pilot. However, at the risk of sounding ungrateful 
for the warmer weather, I look forward to finally 
returning to Scotland and escaping the 
Queensland heat.  

I wish you all well in your celebrations over the 
Christmas period and in the coming new year of 
2026. I’d like to request that you pray for the 
members of my church here in Sandgate, as I 
will pray for you all back on Skye.  

John 

 

Thank you 

A note from Alan 
and Alexander 
Mackenzie. 

Alexander and I 
would like to thank 
everyone within 
your congregation 
and wider 
community for the 
outpouring of love 
and care received 
in the recent weeks 
and months.  I 
know so many of 
you have been praying so much for us all as a 
family. 

While this is an incredibly difficult time for us 
both, we get so much strength knowing that 
Megan loved our Lord and that she is truly at 
peace.  We prayed so much for hope since 
diagnosis but know Megan no longer needs to 
hope.  She knows the reality of being with Jesus 
where there is no pain but only peace. 

A special thanks to our dear friend Peter for 
reading the eulogy.  We were honoured when he 
said he would.  We give thanks to Donnie G for 

his personal counsel and comforting words, not 
only during the funeral service but throughout 
our time on this journey.  It has meant so much.  
And thank you to John Urquhart for your visits 
and laughs, they have been just the tonic.  I 
won’t tell anyone you are conversing with a 
Niseach. 

And lastly, huge thanks to everyone who worked 
so hard making the church so welcoming for 
everyone after the service and serving the soup, 
sandwiches etc. 

We are truly blessed to be part of such a loving 
and caring community.  Thank you for all your 

continued support. 

Alan & Alexander. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

The following pictures were displayed on the 
day of Chris Crichton’s presentation and will 
hopefully bring back some fond memories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


