
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

It’s December, it’s edition 21 of the 
newsletter and we start with the wonderful 
news of the first wedding to be held at 
Shepherd’s Way Church. 
 
Hello, we are Jonny and 
Mairi MacDonald and we 
were privileged to be the first 
wedding in the new church 
building! What was at times a 
very stressful time of planning 
culminated in a beautiful day 
of celebration; all taking 
place at Shepherd’s Way 
Free Church on the 18th 
October 2024. 
 
Mairi is originally from Lewis 
but feels that she is settling in 
nicely on Skye, although she is 
glad that the Uig ferry is so 
close. Jonny is a Staffin boy 
and he is very happy to be 
back home. 
 
We wanted to have our wedding on Skye, 
as our original 
hope was that 
we would be 
able to see 
Jonny’s 
Seanair 
(Murdo 
MacDonald) 
on the day.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
While dating, we had been visiting the 
church in Portree and so the congregation 
was already very special to us, and we were 
delighted when we found out that the 

building would be available 
to us on our chosen day. Due 
to the abundance of ministers 
within both of our families, 
when it came down to 
choosing who we’d ask to 
take the service, we were 
spoilt for choice. Mairi had 
always wanted to be married 
by her uncle Murdo ‘Mud’ 
MacLeod and Jonny had 
always wanted his dad, Ivor 
MacDonald, to be a part of 
the wedding service.  
 
When planning for the service 
began, we both realised how 
much we wanted Donnie G to 
also be a part of the 

marriage service, as he has been very 
significant in both of our lives from long 
before we had ever met each other. We 
eventually came to the following structure: 

Donnie G to open and welcome 
everyone to the first wedding in 
the new building, Mud to lead 
for the vows and then Ivor to 
give us our first address as a 
married couple. Phew! 
 
We loved the idea of having the 
whole wedding day in the same 
place and we were very blessed 
to be able to do this in the new 
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building. There was plenty of space to allow 
for tables to be 
set and 
prepared 
ahead of time, 
letting us relax 
and enjoy the 
day with 
minimal moving 
parts and a 
variety of 
breakout rooms 
for children, 
babies and boardgames.  
 
The facilities in the kitchen were also perfect 
for us and allowed Robert MacAskill of 
Relish to serve up a delicious meal exactly to 
our taste. 
 
Since then, we have moved to Kilmuir and 
are back to work; Jonny at Staffin Primary 
school and Mairi in MacKenzies bakery. 
 
We love being able to join with you all each 
Sunday in a place which is so special to us, 
and we are looking forward to getting to 
know you all even better with each coming 
week. 
 
Congratulations Mairi and Jonny and 
thank you for preparing this article.  We 
are now going to check what the collective 
noun for a group of Ministers 
is.  Could it be an abundance? 
 

Christmas Praise Event – 
Minginish Hall  
 
There will be a joint praise event 
with the Church of Scotland in 
Bracadale at Minginish Hall on 
Friday 20 December at 7pm.  
Tea, coffee, mince pies and home bakes will 
be served at 7pm with praise starting at 
7.30pm. 

Rural Ministry Update 
 
Keeping it in the family this 
edition we are delighted to 
have an update from Rev. 
Ivor MacDonald on his work 
as Director of Rural Ministry. 
 
I am happy to be back in Skye 
from the beginning of 
November since when I have 
been working as interim 
minister in Duirnish as well as 

heading up the new Centre for Rural 
Ministry.  
 
Most people understand (or think they do) 
what a minister does. It’s the second part that 
puzzles folk. I’m grateful for the chance to 
say a bit more about it in the newsletter as I 
know that you were praying for the 
preparation for the project and have been 
really supportive. 
 
At my last Glasgow presbytery meeting as 
we got near to the end of business the 
moderator turned to me and asked “Ivor, 
what exactly are you going to be doing 
when you move back to Skye?” I was able to 
quickly explain that the Centre for Rural 
Ministry is all about 3 r s: Reflecting, 
Resourcing and Recruiting. 

 
There is a need today to reflect on 
a theology of rural ministry and 
mission. Many Christian leaders 
have written extensively on what 
they see as the priority of the city 
and have articulated a theology 
of urban mission. More recently 
some people have been discussing 
a theology of rural ministry. We 
want to contribute to that from our 

Scottish context. If we can do this, it will 
affirm rural ministers in the value of their 
ministry context without diminishing the 
importance of gospel work in the cities.  



If you follow our Facebook page you will 
come across interviews and articles that will 
hopefully be thought provoking. 
 
The main part of 
our work will be 
resourcing rural 
churches. I say 
“we” because we 
have a team of 
eight gifted, 
enthusiastic men 
and women from varied backgrounds all 
committed to seeing remote and rural 
churches blossom. 
 
We will be connecting up resource rich 
congregations with rural churches, aiming to 
create biblical and effective working 
relationships. (Duirnish is building an exciting 
partnership with the High Free Church in 
Stornoway.) 
 
We will be available to come alongside 
churches in a number of different contexts 
such as helping with ministry development 
plans etc. We are building up a group of 
specialists in church buildings, social media 
usage and evangelism. 
 
We hope to develop “In a Big Country” the 
Dingwall conference for rural churches and 
take it out on the road to other parts. 
 
Finally, we want to recruit men to pastoral 
ministry and men and women to the range of 
ministry opportunities that there are in the 
rural church. In the summer I hope to invite 
groups of young people up to Skye for The 
Gathering - some work on the croft, lots of 
great fun and informal discussion on what 
ministry in rural Scotland looks like. 
 
The Centre for Rural Ministry is Skye and 
Wester Ross presbytery’s initiative although 
we have a Scotland wide remit. The 
presbytery also contributes financially to the 

project as well as individual church members 
across the Free Church and we are really 
grateful for that. 

 
The more familiar part of my 
work is no less exciting. In fact, I 
am loving every minute of my 
work in Duirnish. They are a 
lovely group of people with 
warm Christian fellowship and a 
gracious, gospel minded spirit 
and they have made me 

wonderfully welcome. 
Thank you for your partnership in the gospel 
and for your friendship over the years. 
 
“The boundary lines have fallen for me in 
pleasant places; surely I have a delightful 
inheritance.” Psalm 16:6 

 



Through the Lense 
 
Thank you Dr Crichton for this 
update on a hobby that has led 
to thousands being raised 
towards the Church fund. 
 
We would love to include more 
articles on things you enjoy 
doing. 
 
Photography - Why do it?  
 
I suppose our hobbies are the things that we 
really enjoy doing, but don’t have to do. 
That’s landscape photography for me - 
capturing a little piece of God’s handiwork 
and then sharing it.  
 
What we see in creation tells us something of 
‘God’s eternal power and divine nature’ 
(Romans 1:20). And very often, I find that the 
picture still doesn’t show what my eyes saw; 
there’s always something deeper that the 
camera cannot capture – perhaps it’s that 
sense of God’s power and nature. 
 
To paraphrase Ecclesiastes, of the making of 
many photographs there is no end, 
especially nowadays with cameras on every 
mobile phone.  
 
However, the basic requirements are simple 
and suitable for everyone to practise, that is, 
plenty light, sharp 
images, and 
interesting 
composition (and a 
lot of patience). 
 
Sometimes photo 
opportunities jump 
out at us. The cover 
picture of our 2025 
calendar was just waiting to be taken – the 
sunburst over the bridge was stunning:  
 

Other times, you have to walk miles to a 
decent viewpoint, go through bogs, fight off 

midges, but then it’s all 
worthwhile: 
And everywhere there 
is some beauty and 
order, even in the 
grubbiness of the city:  
Talking of beauty and 
order, who would 
have thought that a 
storm and a fencepost 

in 
Flodigarry 
could be 
interesting: 
 
A 
favourite 
picture is 
one I took 
of the 
stars a 
few years ago – for that, I needed a steady 
camera, a 
lot of 
patience 
and 
perhaps 
even a bit 
of madness 
to shiver 
for two 
hours in the dark near the Storr. However, 

the result just confirmed to me the 
wonder of God’s handiwork. It was 
a privilege to be there. 
 
So there you have it – light, clarity, 
composition, and action! Anyone 
can do it. 
 
Charles L Crichton 
 

Order your 2025 edition of the much-loved 
calendar by contacting Gillie on 
07900 050 473 or jgillies819@gmail.com 



Youth Group Update 
 
Most Sunday’s the Youth Group continue to 
get together for a 
time of Bible study 
and discussion and 
whilst numbers can at 
times be small it 
remains a good 
place for secondary 
school age young 
people to come.   
 

Following the 
inputs from 
Energise and 
making use of 
the technology 
available in the 
Church the group 
are able to dig 
deeper than they 
have ever been 
able to do 
before we had 
the new church.  
This year we 
have been 
studying the 
Letter of the New 
Testament.  
 
All High School 
age young folk 

are encouraged to come along and will be 
made very welcome.  
 
Whilst we try to make things as 
fun as possible you will find that 
some people do take things very 
seriously.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Meal 2024 
 
It’s that time of year!  

 
Most of you are very 
familiar with Mission 
International’s Big Meal 
project, which the 
congregation have 
supported for many 
years. For those new to 
us… 
 

What is it? 
 
Mission International are a Christian charity. 
Their work involves evangelism, discipleship 
and practical help for those in need. They 
always work in partnership with local 
Christian organisations and churches. The Big 
Meal is a project run every Christmas, where 
a special celebratory “Big” meal is provided 
on Christmas Day to children who often don’t 
know where their next meal is coming from. 
Along with the meal, they hear the Good 
News out about God’s love for them in the 
gift of Jesus, as the Christmas story is shared. 
 
Who’s involved? 
 
The meal is provided by the local churches 
and partner organisations, supported by 
Mission International. 
Hugh Henderson, the founder and 
longstanding director of Mission International 

is handing over the reins to Rev Roddy 
(Barvas) MacRae, who will be familiar 
to many of you. Roddy reports “we 
are very grateful for all those who 
give to the Big Meal and astonished at 
the number of children it blesses”. 
Several thousand children will receive 
a meal this year. 
 
 
 
 



Where is it happening? 
 
The Big Meal has proved a successful 
project, so this year the plan is to deliver it in 
18 countries across 
Africa, Asia, South 
America and the 
Caribbean.  
Burundi, Bangladesh, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Haiti, India, Kenya, 
Malawi, Myanmar, 
Pakistan, Peru, the 
Philippines, Rwanda, 
South Sudan (South 
Sudanese refugee 
camps in northern Uganda and Kenya), 
Tanzania, Uganda and Tanzania. Several 
thousand children now receive the Big Meal. 
Zambia, Mozambique and South Sudan are 
newer developments but are 
volatile and workers there have 
been attacked often. 
 
How can we support this? 
 
Points for prayer 
- South Sudan; currently the 
poorest country in the world with 
many internally displaced people. 
- Southern Malawi where many 
face long-term severe starvation 
due to cyclones. Mission 
International are focusing resources on water 
wells and seeds for crops. For many months 
until the next harvest, outside help is needed. 
- The cost of food. This has risen fivefold in 
some places, leading to many eating 
poisonous yams and other plants with 
devastating consequences, especially for 
children. 
- That Mission International’s partner 
organisations would continue to be good and 
trustworthy. 
- Roddy in his new role, as he builds a new 
team and looks for office space in the north 
of Scotland. 

- Give thanks, that in Ghana the Big Meal 
was instrumental in bringing two warring 
villages together. It also facilitated the 
building of two wells there, now named 

peace waters. 
Donations 
 
Thanks to all who helped 
organise the soup and 
bread lunch on Sunday 
24th November, as we 
launched this year’s 
fundraising efforts. Thanks 
also to the Sunday School 
children who decorated 
Big Meal envelopes to 

hand out to the congregation. 
 
£3 provides a meal for one child, though the 
cost of food is rising. You can donate any 

amount, 
either by 
handing back 
one of the 
envelopes 
decorated 
by the 
children or 
by marking 
an envelope 
“the Big 
Meal” and 
leaving in the 

collection. 
 
As well as meeting a very basic need, a 
special meal is a beautiful representation of 
God’s generous love, lavished on us, and of 
the joy of closeness and intimacy with Him, 
that being at His table offers. 
 
“He brought me to His banqueting table and 
His banner over me is love” Song of Solomon 
2:4 
 
Thank you to Dr Hannah MacLeod for 
producing this article. 



Blythswood Shoebox Update 
 
After the great article by Isabel and Lachie 
last edition it was truly humbling to see the 
huge volume of shoeboxes gathered (and 
now en 
route) to 
support the 
work of 
Blythswood 
across the 
world.  
 
A total of 
152 boxes were collected at the church with 
44 coming from within our own 
congregation, 50 from Ebost, 30 
from Kilmuir and Kilmaluag and 
28 collected by Mairi Nicolson.  
These boxes will bring joy, 
comfort and hope to hundreds 
over the coming months. 
 
A total of £578 was also raised 
within envelope donations and 
from the very successful 
afternoon tea event. 
 

Remembrance Day 
 
The annual Remembrance Day parade was 
held again this 
year in Portree 
and Shepherd’s 
Way Church 
was well 
represented by 
John Angus 
Gillies, Donnie 
G and Finlay 
Crawford representing the younger people 
in the church.  
 
 
 
 

Sports Pages 
 
It has been another period of sporting 
success for our congregation. 
 

Following on from an 
appearance in an early edition 
of the newsletter for officiating 
at the Camanachd Cup Final in 
2023 our very own Ewan 
MacLean has recently been 
recognised as Emerging Referee 
of the Year at the Camanachd 
Association annual awards. 

 
His daughter 
Caitlin, herself 
an award 
winning 
internationalist 
was quick to 
comment that 
the award did 
not recognise 
the young 
referee of the 

year!  
 
Not to 

be outdone our youngsters have had some 
success on the indoor shinty pitch recently 

too. 
 
Ellis Crawford, featuring for North End 
recently took home the silverware with his 
teammates from Staffin, Dunvegan 
MacDiarmid and Carbost primary school 
by winning the Jenny Mackenzie trophy at 
Kyleakin in the P6/7 
competition. 

 
And on 28 November 
Reuban MacDonald and 
his team from across the 
North End again 
performed to an 
exceptional standard to 
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take home silver in the same competition for 
P5 and under in Kyleakin.  A performance 
the young team should be very happy with 
being narrowly beaten by BSGP in a hotly 
contested final.  
 

Donnie’s Devotional 

God Gives us life, every 
breath. In him we live 
move and have our 
being. Life is precious. However, sometimes 
living can be tough. But God assists our 
living. There are times we wish our 
circumstances were different. There are times 
we would, like Paul, like Jesus, plead that the 
thorn be removed, that the cup be taken 
away. But he assists us in our living with his 
all-sufficient grace, he assists us through our 
dying with his promised presence. As 
Christmas approaches, we remind ourselves 
that even those living under the shadow of 
death can see a great light. 

 

Dates for the Diary 

 
14th December – Community Christmas Event 
10am-2pm at Shepherd’s Way Church 
 
20th December – Christmas Praise Evening at 
Minginish Community Hall 
 
22nd December – All age morning Christmas 
service & Praise and Pudding evening  
 
24th December – Praise and Prayer 
 
31st December – Sunday School Party 
 
1st January – New Years Day Service 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed to the 
newsletter this year.  We wish you all a 
happy Christmas and every blessing for 
2025.  We will be back in February with 
edition 22. 


