
 

 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to edition number 
15 of the Portree and 
Bracadale Free Church of 
Scotland newsletter issued 
every two months. 

You did it! 

It’s taken two decades, 
lots of car boot sales, 

an epic yard sale, heaps of tablet, 120 miles 
cycled, incredible 
work to secure 
grants, 3 nights in a 
cell, curries, 
quizzes, a 
coronation, a huge 
number of generous 
donations and lots 
of hard work behind 

the scenes but on Sunday 3rd December 
Shepherd’s Way Church saw it’s first service.  

Now the hard work begins to make use of the 
building and welcome  the local  community! 
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Happy 
Anniversary 

We were 
delighted to hear 
of the 40th 
wedding 
anniversary of 
Peter and Marie 
MacDonald 
recently.  Married 
at Skeabost in 
October 1983 the 
pair have spent 
all of their married 
life in Portree and 
have been part of 
the church since 
our first days in the primary school. 

Congratulations to you both – a particular well 
done goes to Marie! 

We are the Champions! 

Well done to Andrew 
and Oliver Rose for 
recently being 
part of the 
Portree under 15 
side who were 
victorious in the 
Skye and 
Lochalsh league.  
The competition 
was so tight that 
the league had to 
be decided by a play 
off against North West 
Skye.   

It’s heartening to see 
young folk in our 
congregation playing 

sport and coming to church but it’s not just for 
young folk. 

A reminder to all, old or young that the Emmaus 
Road group meets monthly for a sociable run or 
walk at a variety of locations with more 
information available on the group’s Facebook 
page.  The most recent event was at Skeabost 
where a healthy number attended and enjoyed 

a short devotional from Robert MacDonald, a 
brief prayer by Roddie Beaton and then a 
run/walk filled with conversation 

TV stars 

The eagle 
eyed among 
you may have 
spotted some 
of our very 
own 
congregation 
on BBC TV 
recently. No, not Crimewatch of course but 
instead an appearance on the latest series of 
former Castaway star Ben Fogle’s Sacred 
Islands where the host visited the monthly 
Gaelic Psalm singing worship at Uig. 

Here the well-
known  celebrity 
presenter, famous 
for spending a large 
part of his life on an 
isolated and remote 
Hebridean island 
can be seen taking 
time out of his busy 

schedule to introduce Ben Fogle to his wife 
Muriel. 

Congratulations must also go to Rev. John 
Urquhart featured above for his recent 
recognition at the annual MG ALBA Scots Trad 
Music Awards for services to Gaelic. Well done 
John. 

 
Dates for the Diary 
 
Sunday 24 December 11am – All age service 
then 5pm pudding and praise evening 
Monday 1 January 2024 1130am – New Years 
day service.  All at Shepherd’s Way Church! 



Christmas Shopping 

 
If it’s an extra piece of festive cheer you seek 
Then follow these lines below-have a peek! 
A vessel for tea or soup in a cup 
Mugs like these are assured  to 
perk you up 
 
Just twelve pounds per cup in 
stunning plaid check 

We’ve also got 
scarves to warm up 
your neck 
Amazing Grace tartan – our very 
own style 
Get them quick, they’re just here 
for a while 
 
For twenty five 

pounds a scarf could be 
yours 
Keep it at home or take it on 
your tours 
Like Gillie and Anne with 
theirs in New York 
Or just be like Rolf with his in 
Achachork 
 
How about Charlie with his 
annual publication 
With views like this there’s no need for vacation 
Just six pounds to remember dates for the better 
Then it’s only two months till the next newsletter 
 
The models were shy but put blushes away 
To advertise our wares and raise funds for 
Shepherd’s Way 
Dig deep if you can, please don’t go rogue  
As Donnie’s next gig is the cover of Vogue! 

If you would like to purchase an Amazing Grace 
tartan mug for £12, a scarf for £25 or a calendar 
for £6 please contact Rena or Gillie with your 
order.  Shipping is available. 

There are already a large number of our 
scarves in use across the globe including one 
that was shipped all the way to Cheryl Subject 
in Kincardine, Ontario, 
a friend of our 
congregation with 
connections to Skye 
who attends 
Lighthouse Fellowship 

Babtist Church.  

It continues to be the 
case that our little church 
has an international 
reach and we are also 
very much looking forward to continuing to be a 
really local church right in the heart of the 
village. 

Lewis’ Log 

He’s back again for another 
update – and it’s been a busy 
couple of months for Lewis. 

It’s good to be able to write to you again! 
It’s been a busy time since starting at ETS but 
really enjoyable. I’m able this year to study 
Church History, Greek and Practical Theology 
including mission and counselling, which has 
been helpful. We are in the middle of due dates 
at the moment so I’m looking forward to it 
finishing up for the holidays!  
   Working in the church has kept us going too - 
there are three trainees currently so it’s good 
being able to work with them in different areas. 
Our main focus is on the youth and young 
adults’ work, and it’s been great being able to 
get to know them more and more the last few 
months, and help them in whatever way we 
can. Apart from that we are encouraged in our 
involvement in other areas of the church too, 
which keeps us going!    
   Thank you for your interest and support - it is 
much appreciated and I remember you all often 
too. It will be good to be home and in the new 
building! 
Lewis 



We will remember them. 
Once again the congregation was well 
represented in Portree on Remembrance 
Sunday as David Emmerson, Calum MacLean 
and Douglas Oag marched with the parade from 
the Gathering Hall to Somerled Square where 
Rev. Sandor 
Fazakas of the 
Church of 
Scotland led 
the short 
service. 

Wreaths were 
laid by a large 
number of 
representatives 
with the Army 
Cadets supporting the event in their usual smart 
selves. 

Twenty years at the helm 

Another anniversary milestone was reached 
recently with Donnie G and Debbie marking 
twenty years of service to the local community. 

Dr Crichton gave a short speech which left not a 
dry eye in the house before gifts were presented 
to Donnie G and Debbie in recognition of their 
commitment to the congregation and the wider 
community.  Thank you both for your service. 

Free Church Youth Camps 2024 

It may be only a few months since the 2023 
camps concluded but registration has already 
opened for camp 2024. 

There’s something for everyone in 2024 with 
football camp, Kincraig and Oswestry to 
name only a few. Visit 
Freechurchyouthcamps.org to find out more 
and for details on how to register.  

A Royal Appointment 

It was a very special occasion recently for Peter 
MacDonald, one of our team of Elders who 
along with wife Marie and daughters Emma and 
Alison was invited by HRH The Princess of 

Wales to attend her annual Christmas 
carol concert at Westminster Abbey. 

Invited in recognition of his 
participation at the Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo; Peter was over the moon to 
get the kilt on and visit London 
(appropriately given his recent 
anniversary, the location of his 
proposal to Marie many years ago). 

To be screened on ITV on Christmas 
Eve the event 
was attended by  
members of the 
Royal family, 
celebrities and 
hundreds of 
people from 
across the 
country invited in 
recognition of 
good work they 
do in their 
communities.  

In addition to the 
concert they 
were able to 
spend a couple 
of days in 

London to soak up the festive atmosphere and 
visit some of the famous sights. 

 



Meet the team, six in sixty, Youth 
Group input AND sports update! 

It’s only as we write 
the headline for this 
article that we realise 
just how much we 
have asked of Caitlin 
MacLean for this 
edition of the 
newsletter.  Not only 
has she agreed to be 
our Meet the Team 
“volunteer” but whilst we were at it we seized the 
opportunity to also make her the subject of the 
regular Six in Sixty article.  

In what has been a particularly busy and 
successful period for Caitlin she has not only 
captained the Skye ladies Camanachd team to 
success in the Valerie Fraser Camanachd Cup 
as featured in the last newsletter but she has 
gone on to captain both the Scotland and Alba 
Shinty teams on their respective tours of Ireland.  
All of this before being named the Mowi 
Women’s Player of the Year to cap an incredible 
year. 

Caitlin has attended the church all through her 
childhood with her family into adulthood and is a 
product of Portree Primary School where, as 
many will have found, with John “Slippy” 
Finlayson as a Headteacher shinty was always 
going to feature heavily in her sporting activities. 

We were also delighted to have Caitlin along to 
speak to the 
Youth 
Group to tell 
us about 
growing up 
in the 
church, 
finding a 
love for 
Shinty and going on to international success. 
Caitlin was responsible for a record attendance 
at Youth Group that day! 

Caitlin serves the church by helping with the live 
streaming of the service, recording and editing 
the service for Radio Skye, co-ordinating the 
slides for the big screens during the sermon and 

is also on the creche rota. There’s a job for any 
willing volunteer in the church so if you would 
like to help out in any way please just ask. 

1 – If time travel was possible where 
would you go?  I’d like to go back in time 
to live in a black house, a really simple 
time with no electronic communication 
where although times would be tough and 
life challenging it would be a simple life.  
I’m not sure about sharing my room with 
the cow though. 

2 – You’re well known as a shinty 
captain but if you were the captain of a pirate 
ship what would you call it?  I think it would 
have to be shiver me timbers. 

3 – Tell us a bit about yourself and your 
work? I stay in Portree with my family and I work 

at the reception at the 
medical centre.  I really 
enjoy my job and meeting 
all the people but the 
phones at 8am can be a bit 
hectic. 

4 – You are a Gaelic 
speaker but what is your 
favourite Gaelic word?  
(Thanks to Anna for this 
question) – It would have 
to be neonach, which 
means a bit funny or weird.  

5 – What did you do 
when you left school? I decided to do 
a bit of travelling and went to Australia 
and New Zealand with a friend.  I 
travelled the east coast of Australia and 
then down to New Zealand and spent 
many overnights on a bus but really 
enjoyed it.  I did a skydive while I was 
there but draw the line at a bungee 
jump.  

6 – Tell us about your involvement in shinty. 
My dad’s side are all shinty players so I had a 
cut down stick in my hands from a very young 
age.  We were encouraged to play shinty at 
primary school and there were quite a few girls 
keen to play.  I started competing at the indoor 
tournaments and then progressed to outdoor.  



Whilst I was at High School a ladies team was 
created at Skye Camanachd and I am one of the 
original team members.  

I really enjoy being part of the team and getting 
to travel and meet new people. I was invited to 
be part of the Scotland team and now have 8 
caps.  It was daunting getting the call up but we 
have a great bunch of girls in the team.   

Well done Caitlin for all you have achieved 
and thank you for all you are doing. 

Sunday School update 

The young folk have had a great time of it 
recently – thanks to Chris Chrichton for 
providing an update on their activities. 

The Sunday school had a special event on 
Saturday 11th November when we hired the 
swimming pool for a family friendly session.  

The social area of the Fingal Centre was 
available so we could have refreshments.  
These sessions are great for mixed age groups.  
We went for the raised floor option for the 
younger children and babies. 

Although we have a small number of 
children that day, they thoroughly 
enjoyed having the pool to themselves 
– and they went home with goody 
bags!! 

We will do it again, keep a lookout. 

It was also a real joy to have Dr 
Finlayson join us at Sunday School on 
the 12th of November.  We got to know him as 
James and grandfather of Andrew, Oliver, 
Amelia and Charlie.  He shared his love of books 
and reading which began when he was young.  
We found out James loved reading the Famous 
Fie and his favourite book of all time is “My 
Schools and Schoolmasters” by Hugh Miller.  
Karen got a copy and she’ll let us know what she 
thinks! We were so glad James joined us and 
look forward to meeting more of the 
congregation soon.  

The Sunday School and Youth group are always 
looking for helpers or people willing to contribute 
in some way.  Don’t wait to be asked – speak to 

any of the leaders and discuss how best you can 
help the young people.  

Donnie’s 

Devotional (in 100 

words) 

What do you think of when 
you think of Christmas? Presents? Food? 
Family? Lots of folk love Christmas, it can’t 
come soon enough.  For others Christmas is a 
sad and a hard time and they could see it far 
enough. Christmas is meant to be about Christ, 
about Jesus coming into our world to bring us 
his joy, but also to share in the hard and the 
sad things in our lives. Whatever you feel 
about Christmas, know how the Christ of 
Christmas feels about you, he loves you and 
promises to be with you in happy and hard 
times.  

Congratulations! 

We were delighted to hear that on the day of the 
first service at Shepherd’s Way Church 
baby Angus Stewart Graham was born to 
parents Helen and Craig in Inverness 
weighing 8lbs 0oz.  Another 
grandchild to Rena MacLeod 
who many will know from her 
loyal service behind the table 
at many of our fundraising 
sales.  We send our 
congratulations to all of the 

family. 

The end of an era 

As one door closed at Portree 
Primary School and another 
one opened at Shepherd’s 
Way Church we would like to 
extend our gratitude to all  
from Portree Primary School 
who have so generously 
supported the congregation 
over the past two decades.  
The current head teacher 
Sara Matheson is seen here 
with Donnie G at the final 
service at the school. 


