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It's edition 19 of the newsletter and even
though it's the summer we still have lots going
on.

We start this newsletter with another update

from Lewis MacDonald on his studies at ETS
and some very happy news!

Lewis’ Log and
Blythe’s Bridal
Bells

By the time this
goes out my
holidays will nearly
be over! I'm at
home writing this
about a week
before mine and
Blythe’s wedding -
thank you for all
your kind wishes
and messages the

last few weeks and months.

Exams and essays are over so I've been
enjoying spending more time working at St C’s
and being involved in planning for the next few
months. The summer holidays tend to be a far
quieter time in the church with a lot of students
and families away, so it's been good to wind
down a bit and work on what the rest of the
year will look like for the children, youth and
other groups in the church.

I’'m glad to have another year at least in the
church as part of my continual placement -
there has been a lot to learn but there are
many opportunities to take part and grow in
different areas of church life.

Thanks again for all your support, | look
forward to seeing you all soon.

Lewis

We would all like to congratulate Lewis and
Blythe on their recent marriage at Dornoch on

~ Tuesday 23'(i;l'uly and wish them a very happy

o future.
Camps Update

Another successful period of

. summer camps is coming to a
close and yet again
Shepherd’'s Way Church and
the wider community were well
represented.

Andrew & Oliver Rose along
with Finlay Crawford and
Tormod Macleod and three
other youngsters from Portree
High School attended the
football camp in Paisley.

A week of football training and skills
competitions was not hampered by the
unseasonal weather and trips to Celtic Park,
Braehead amongst others made for another
enjoyable week away. Each night the campers
spent time together to pray and take part in a
Bible study. We give thanks to the leaders,
cooks, drivers and all others who helped with
organising and running the camps.

Having now attended football camp three years
in a row Finlay was asked if next year might
see a change of plans but it was a firm “no”
and football camp remains the clear favourite
for 2025.
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We are grateful to Anna Varwell for providing
an update on her own camp activity this year.

La}s.t month | h'ad the ~\~ h
privilege of going to
Basecamp at Kingscross

on the Isle of Arran, run

by SU Scotland. Itis a
week-long camp,
followed by a placement
(at your chosen camp),
with a review weekend
at the end of the
summer.

The week consisted of
bible studies, talks and
workshops, group time,
team building, and fun

activities.

We put into practice: leading =¥
small groups in bible studies &
and discussions, leading
worship, prayer and games -
all skills required for
becoming a leader at SU. It
was great to meet lots of
other young people from all
different backgrounds and
denominations, who are as
excited as | am to become a
leader.

| first got involved with SU
when | was in primary 6, and have enjoyed
attending many of their summer camps since
then, making lots of friends along the way. SU
camps have helped ' ,

me grow in my own
faith and walk with
God, and have
helped me
appreciate the love
and community that
surrounds me in the
church family.

Anna

Strawberry Tea

A great time was had by all who attended the
strawberry tea
with silent auction
at the church in
July. In true Free
Church style the
home baking was
in good supply
and lots of people
from the
surrounding area
came in past for a
! fancy piece.

Keeping with the
summer theme
the new
technology in the
building meant that Wimbledon was on the
screen for people to
keep up to speed with
the latest in the tennis
championships.

Thanks to the
generosity of those in
attendance over
£1700 was raised on
the day to go towards
the new building
funds.

Do you have an idea
for an event at the
church? It's great to see the building in use so
don’t be shy, get in touch with your idea.

New Address for your Rolodex

Marie and Ewan Macrae (Greenacres)
who recently moved to Inverness have
asked us to share their new address to
allow you to stay in touch.

Thurvoe
Myrtlefield Lane
Inverness

IV2 5EU



Prizegiving 2024

We are blessed with a good number of
young people coming to church and
being part of the creche, Sunday
School and Youth Group. Whilst
numbers can often fluctuate it's
heartening to see so many coming
through the door.

In July the annual prizegiving was held

with the presentation carried out by Mrs Anne Findlay MacDonald, Calum Maclean and Anna

Nicolson. Moller received Study Bibles to mark the end of
their time at Portree High School

Dates for the Diary

We are excited about some new regular events
at Shepherd’s Way Church. These include
Shepherd’s Spy on Friday 30 August for those
new and young in their faith and those who
aren’t sure they have a faith.

Then on Sunday 1 September 1.D will
commence on a monthly basis studying what it
means to be made in the image of God.

STARTING ON FRIDAY 30TH AUG

SHEPHERDS SPY

Looking into the basics of

Christian belief
L X X J

For those new and young in their faith. For those who
aren’t sure they have faith. A time to discuss and ask
questions about what we believe.

On the last Friday of the month we will have food
together and then, instead of desert we will discover
more about God, Humanity, Jesus, Salvation, Church, the
Holy Spirit and the Future.

Shepherd’s Pie - 5.15pm

All are warmly welcomed to come along to
Shepherds Spy - 5.45 pm

these sessions.
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CRAFT & CHAT Cor Cér\ Shepherds Way Church

Bring your own crafting project and C'Or\
enjoy some company and a cuppa. @? Tuesday 20th Aug
Shepherd’s Way Church 1-3pm
Thursday 29™ August Skye Cancer Care and Macmillan Nurses will be hosting a cancer

support group at Shepherds Way Church on the third Tuesday of
each month. If you have been affected by cancer, please come
Thursday 26™ September along for a time to chat with those who know what it's like.

Thursday 10™ October
10am - 12pm &" -

Everyone welcome. Bring a friend.

25th August= D G MacDonald
\ h
\@ 9 SA ¢ 3rd Noveniber.: D'Meredith
We will observe the Lord’s Supperatthe morningserviceson
the above dates. If anyongwishesto jointhe membership of

the congregation, either by profession of faith or from another
congregation, please speak to the minister or one of the elders.

Thursday 12" September

Teas and Coffee will be served.

t‘v \ s O oy For any wanting to profess faith, the elders have decided that
Vivast instead of meeting with the whole Kirk Session, you will now
meet with the Minister and just one elder.

! Ladies Bible: Studg‘ | -
Shepherd's Wag\Church 4 & Scrowre

Thursday 22nd August
Thursday 5th September
Thursday 19th September

Thursday 3rd October

b 11am - 12pm

_ Studymg Jesus' DlSClples

AN welcome Sl




Landscaping Update

Not a week goes by without more improvements
being made by the landscaping team under the
enthusiastic eye of DA Campbell. Real progress is
being made in the development of the land around
the church with much more to come soon thanks to
funds being raised to complete the outdoor creche
area.

We are all very grateful to those who give up their
time to maintain and develop of the church and are
always looking for more to come along to paint,
sand, rake and support wherever possible. Just a

few hours of your time can make a huge difference.

We would also like to thank lain MacDonald of
Staffin Groundworks for his recent support in
preparing the ground for a fence around the creche
area.

{ Free Church

Donnie’s Devotional

100 years ago, the Olympics
were staged in Paris. A Scot,
and committed Christian, Eric
Liddell, was meant to be
running in the 100m. Since the heats were on
Sunday he refused to run. He was under a lot
of pressure, be he insisted that those who
honour God would be honoured. Instead, he
entered the 400m, a race he was not expected
to win. But he did! He claimed, “If you are not
guided by God, you will be guided by
something or someone else.” Who guides our
choices? Best to be guided by a God who
loves us.

Skye Agricultural Show

Saturday 3™ August saw the return of the
annual Skye Agricultural Show in Portree and
Shepherd’s Way Church was well represented
as usual.

Rena and Moira did a fantastic job on the stall
all day which saw over £500 raised towards the
building fund. A huge thank you again goes to



everyone who donated items for sale on the

We also caught up with Ross Evans who was
shepherding his own flock at the competition.
Ross had some fine looking animals but we are
not going to start any arguments about whether
Uig sheep outperform their Borreraig
counterparts!

On Sunday 4 August we welcomed Dr Douglas
Graham to Shepherd’s Way Church.

Douglas and his team at Knox Presbyterian Church
in Michigan, USA have a long connection with
Portree and Bracadale Free Church having
delivered a very successful summer camp in the
village a few years ago.

Knox Presbyterian Church were enthusiastic
supporters of the new building project and Douglas
was delighted to see the finished product in person.
He also came bearing gifts from Captain Tony
Coppola of the Clinton Township Police
Department who was a leader in the summer camp
and fell in love with the Isle of Skye.




