
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

We’ve gone global (& intergalactic)! 
 
Last month we 
asked you to 
share the 
special edition 
of the 
newsletter as 
far as possible 
and you 
certainly did 
not let us 
down!  
 
At time of 
writing we have 
reached six 
continents 
having even 
managed to send the 
newsletter to the 
Antarctic research 
station and are just 
awaiting a reply from 
South America to 
complete the continents.  
The post was viewed by 
over 3000 people on the 
Facebook page with over 
1100 people clicking 
onto the link.   
 
Thanks also to 
SpaceSpeak.com the 
message  “Portree and 
Bracadale Free Church 
of Scotland. A message 
for everyone, a Church for anyone, a place for 
you.” has been beamed into space via radio 
waves. After just three minutes the message 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 passed the orbit of Mars and at time of writing 
is 319,567,960, 625 miles away! 
 

It’s not in doubt that people all 
across the globe now know of 
our efforts to build our new 
church and its incredible that 
people from thousands of miles 
away are aware of our 
congregation.  
 
We can’t though lose sight of 
the responsibility we all have to 
share this information with 
people in a far more local 
setting. 
 
The new church will be in the 
heart of the local community 
and we want everyone here to 

know that the building 
will be open to all and 
that we as an 
organisation will be 
opening our doors, 
arms and hearts to 
residents and visitors to 
the area to worship with 
us and also to make 
use of this invaluable 
facility. 
 
Tell your friends, 
colleagues, family and 
neighbour, share our 
Facebook page and 
invite them along to the 
primary school on a 

Sunday morning.  There’s always room to put 
another chair out in the hall! 
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The Tour de Skye 

 

We are very excited about the latest 
fundraising effort being undertaken to raise 
funds for the new building project. 
 
Saddle sore could be a real challenge for one 
of our elders John Angus Gillies (Gillie) who at 
6am on Thursday 25 August 2022 will be 
setting off from the site of the new building on 
Shepherd’s 
Way, Portree to 
embark on a 
cycle to Kyleakin 
and back, a total 
of around 70 
miles.   
 
Not happy with 
“just” the 70 
miles though 
when Gillie 
reaches 
Portree he is 
going to turn 
around and do 
the whole thing 
again giving a 
total of over 
140 miles in the saddle. 
 
This is a truly epic undertaking during the 
height of the Skye summer on what will be 
busy roads.  Getting to Portree in the 
knowledge that he is going to have to turn 
around and do the journey again will be a real 
mental challenge but we know that he will have 
the full support of the congregation. 
 
Gillie has really stepped up his training lately 
and can regularly be seen on the roads of 
Skye getting the miles into the legs. 
 
Employed as a Harvest Manager at Mowi in 
Mallaig Gillie is also a well-known face in 
the Shinty world where he has previously 
found success as part of the 1990 Skye 
Camanachd Cup winning side and is now 
more familiar with the other side of the 
whistle as he travels the country every 
weekend to referee in his much loved sport. 
 

Taking a break from his training Gillie said “All 
donations, small or large, would be appreciated 
to help us bridge the £400,000 gap to complete 
our building.  I would really appreciate your 
support and prayers as I continue my training 
and look forward to this tough challenge” 
 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/new-church-
portree is the place to go for anyone who 
would like to donate to this fundraising effort.  

Thanks to our 
new Justigiving 
page Gift Aid will 
automatically be 
claimed on 
eligible 
donations 
boosting each 
one by 25%.  
 
As our treasurer 
Dr Crichton has 
said previously, 
every single £1 
coin is vital to 
ensure the 
successful 
completion of 
this project.  The 
leadership team 

are grateful to all who have supported and ask 
for your continued prayers as efforts are 
sustained in order to reach the are ongoing. 
 

Professor Jason Leitch 
 
The Bible Class enjoyed an evening with 
Professor Jason Leitch in June where a variety 
of questions were asked about covid, his 

background and 
how he 
manages his 
public duties 
alongside his 
faith.  We 
welcomed 
young people 
from the 
Western Isles 

congregations and a vote of thanks was given 
by Jack Evans. 

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/new-church-portree
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/new-church-portree


A new calling 
 
Word was recently received that Lewis 
MacDonald has been successful in the process 
to study at Edinburgh Theological Seminary as 
he prepares for a career in Ministry.  He will 
soon start an apprenticeship at St Columba’s in 
Edinburgh and he has agreed to provide 
regular updates as his studies and duties 
progress.  We asked Lewis a few questions as 
he prepares for his next challenge. 
 
Tell us about your 
faith growing up and 
how you knew you 
were a Christian. 

I was brought up in a 
Christian home and I 
remember being told 
about God growing up, 
and taking it for granted 
that He was real. At 
about 8 years old there 
was one week where I 
felt really restless and I 
knew something in my 
life wasn’t right, and I understood then that just 
believing He was real wasn’t enough, and I 
needed to ask Him to forgive and save me. I’ve 
messed up in a lot of ways and gotten plenty 
wrong since then, but I’m certain He saved me 
that night and His care hasn’t ever left. 

How did you know the ministry was calling? 

The option to study at ETS or do some sort of 
training has come up a couple of times these 
past couple of years, but I never felt it was the 
right time or even the right thing to do – really if 
you suggested Christian work or church 
ministry to me when I was younger I would 
have said no chance! Since around 
September, I’ve been thinking/praying about 
the future, and I’m more and more certain that 
training within the Free Church is the next step. 

That’s one way I’ve been sure about the calling 
– God can change our desires so that even 
something we have no interest in becomes the 
thing we want to do and should do. 

What application process did you have to 
go through? 

I initially applied for the minister-in-training 
course, and that included interviews at a kirk 
session, presbytery, and Board of Ministry 
level, as well as an Assessment Day in 
Edinburgh. The outcome of my BoM interview 
was that an apprenticeship would be more 
suitable at my age, so I can get settled into 
working in a church setting. 

What will your duties as an 
apprentice involve, will you 
be studying whilst doing 
this, how long is your 
apprenticeship? How will 
you deal with the 
workload? 

The apprenticeship will likely 
last two years, and it will 
include part-time studying 
along with working with St 
Columba’s, who I’ll be 
training under. As for coping 
with the workload, I’ll have an 
answer in a couple of months 

What are you looking forward to most about 
your apprenticeship?   

I do enjoy the studying but I think getting 
properly involved in church life is what I’m 
excited about. There will be plenty of 
opportunities for me to learn new skills and 
work in different environments, and there is a 
strong team focus, which I look forward to 
being a part of. 

Is there anything the congregation 
here  can do to help you? 

Prayer is always a support and a help, and I’ll 
aim to have some sort of update every few 
months! 

We wish Lewis the very best for his studies 
and look forward to hearing more about his 
progress in “Lewis’ Log”. 

 



Building Update 
 
Thanks to Peter MacDonald for this update on 
progress with the new building. 

 
As June turned to July we saw the completion 
of foundations and 
underbuilding, to 
allow the next phase 
of our project to 
begin. 
  
Armed with nail bags, 
saws and nail guns 
the team of skilled 
joiners arrived on site and began setting out 
the wall 
plate and 
the 
manufacture 
of the strong 
six inch 
(150mm) 
timber frame 
kit, wrapped 
externally 
with a 
breather 
membrane.  
 
We were now seeing great excitement as the 
panels made on the ground were being placed 
and fixed onto 
of the wall 
plate and the 
real 
appreciation of 
our building 
was beginning 
to materialise.  
Standing 
within the 
skeleton 
framework one 
can get a 
feeling where 
each room is located and the space afforded 
within, even where our new pulpit is to be sited 
and the spaciousness of the sanctuary.   
  

Making use of scaffold boards and trestles our 
building sub-committee ( Charlie, Robert, Rolf , 
Alisdair, Peter & Pete)  were able to host our 
first meeting in the new church, laying out 
plans and specifications for in-depth 
discussions on such 

items as windows 
and u-values, all 
part and parcel of 
ensuring were 
endeavour to 
keep the build 
programme on 
track.  
 
Reaching to the 

sky with a 100ft (30m 
in new money) 
long boom, 
the giant crane from Stoddart of Oban 
began lifting with operational precision 
the heavyweight timber glulam beams 
into position allowing the specialist 
engineers from Glulam Solutions, using 
cherry pickers, to securely fix the 
beams into their sockets.  
Engineered laminated timber (Glulam) 
offer exceptional strength and is 
especially suitable for loadbearing 

structures and long span roof systems  where 
architectural beauty is a pre-requisite. 
 

Over the next few weeks the RK 
Joinery team will be working 
towards getting the  superstructure 
of the building sheeted to wind and 
watertight stage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Six in Sixty with Bill (Mr) Edgar 

 
A big thank you to 
Bill for taking part in 
6 in sixty – we 
caught up with him 
whilst he was on 
duty for Portree & 
Braes Community 
Trust at the 
Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations 

 
Favourite mountain on Skye? Very difficult to 
pick 1 favourite but my favourite day in the 
Cuillin is the round of Coire Lagan. Start 
Glenbrittle campsite, Coire Lagan, Sron na 
Ciche via The Cioch, Sgurr Sgumain, Sgurr 
Alasdair, Sgurr Thearlach, Sgurr MhicCoinnich, 
An Stac, Sgurr Dearg (Inaccessable Pinnacle) 
then return to roadside by Southwest Ridge of 
Sgurr Dearg.    
 
Biggest adventure you’ve been on?  Again 
difficult to choose a favourite but either walking 
the John Muir Trail in California. Staring in 
Yosemite Valley and taking in ascent of Half-
Dome or completing 5 of the New Zealand 
Great Walks. Abel Tasman track, Queen 
Charlotte track, Banks Peninsula track, Kepler 
track, Routeburn track, Milford track including 3 
days kayaking on Doubtfull Sound.   
 
If you could be any Bible character – who 
and why? 
Moses.  Seeing “The Ten Commandments” as 
a 9 year old was memorable. Charlton Heston 
as Moses and Yul Brynner as Ramses. 
Although a certain amount of artistic licence, 
who could forget “The burning bush”—“Parting 
of the Red Sea” and “The 2 tablets of stone on 
the mountain”?  Indelible in a young mind!   
 
Runrig or Peat and Diesel?  Niteworks 
[Ed – not really in the spirit of the game but we 
will let it go this time!] 
 
Bivvy bag or tent? Tent 
 
Favourite sport to teach?   Primary 
Swimming and Basketball. 

David’s Devotional (again in 

exactly 100 words!) 

 

Dear friends 
 
I’ve heard it said that the church is dead.  To 
be honest, it certainly seems less lively than in 
the past. We have not had a revival for over 
100 years, few people are converted in 
Scotland. 
 
Dead? By no means. They said that Jesus was 
dead on good Friday but he burst forth in light 
and life and gives life to the universe. Isaiah 
6:1 says that the church is like a stump.  It 
goes on to say that stump is the ‘holy seed’.  If 
Christ is that seed then the Church will never 
die. 
 
Warmly, David.  
 

Farewell to Chrisanne Ross 
 

We are soon to say cheerio to a stalwart of our 
congregation when Chrisanne Ross moves to 
a new house in Inverness on 15th August 2022. 
 
Having 
arrived 
on Skye 
in 1975 
as the 
first full 
time 
health 
visitor 
she then 
went on 
to 
become 
the 
Nursing 
Services Manager and supervisor of midwives 
in 1977.   
 
After 47 years of membership of the church we 
will miss Chrisanne’s friendship at church and 
the bible study group and pray that her move 
goes smoothly. 
 



University bound 
 
This year four of our gathering will be heading 
off to start a new adventure at university.  We 
asked each of them to tell us a little bit about 
themselves and what they planned to do. 
 

Joseph Moller - I’m 20 years old and live in 
Aird Bernisdale. For the last year or so, I’ve 
been working as a Pupil Support Assistant in 
Portree High School, helping kids with varying 
degrees of learning difficulties, which I’ve really 
enjoyed. In early September, I’ll be starting a 
degree in Classics (Latin and Greek) at the 
University of St. Andrews. I happened to take 
up Latin by distance learning in school and 

found that I really 
enjoyed the 
mixture of 
language, 
literature and 
history that the 
subject offered, as 
well as the 

perspective it gave on the structure of other 
languages. As for the other half of the course, 
well, it’s still all Greek to me, but I’m really 
looking forward to getting started nonetheless! 
I would appreciate prayer that I would manage 
time well, and know enjoyment and productivity 
at University 
 
Freya Turner – I am 18 years old. In 
September I am going 
to be going off to 
Aberdeen to study 
Physiotherapy at 
Robert Gordon 
University.  I am very 
excited to study this 
course as it sounds 
like a rewarding and 
interesting course to 
do.   
 
I am really looking forward to learning about 
the human body and how it all works.  I am 
also looking forward to seeing all the different 
jobs and techniques that Physio’s use to help 
people.  One thing I’m not looking forward to 
is my parents asking me to help with every little 

ache and pain they have but they say that are 
looking forward to me caring for them in their 
old age! 
 

Mairi MacDonald -  I am leaving Skye in 
September to go to Aberdeen to attend Robert 
Gordon’s University 
to study Midwifery. 
I never thought I 
would ever go into 
healthcare, I 
always thought it 
was going to be 
Veterinary 
Medicine. It wasn’t 
until I met a girl 
who was leading 
one of my camps 
who was applying 
for Midwifery that I 
considered it as an 
occupation. After some research and some 
discussion with my family, and some members 
of the church, and also after praying about it, I 
committed to pursuing midwifery as a career. I 
am really looking forward to starting my course 
and taking that next step. I would definitely 
appreciate your prayers for me when I leave 
home in September, and also your continued 
prayers for my family.   

 
Jack Evans - I am going to 
Strathclyde to do product design 
engineering in Glasgow. I want to 
do this because I enjoy designing 
things and enjoy sports so I am 
looking forward to it.   
 
To mark this occasion the Bible 

class met at 
Portree Hotel in 
July to enjoy 
some pizza and 
fellowship.  We 
wish Joseph, 
Mairi, Freya and 
Jack the very 
best as they 
move on and 
look forward to 

classes resuming in August.  Thanks go to 
Sandra and Campbell for accommodating us. 



Getting to Know the Team 
 
This edition we meet 
Fiona Baptie who holds 
two important but varied 
roles within our 
congregation. 
 
I am the safeguarding co-
ordinator for the Portree 
and Bracadale Free 
Church congregation. 
 
The role of safeguarding co-ordinator is to 
 
1.Manage the safe recruitment of workers 
including the process for those doing regulated 
work on behalf of the congregation to become 
members of the PVG scheme. 
 
2.Encourage and facilitate safe working 
practices and encourage workers to attend 
training 
 
3. Maintain an up to date Congregational 
register of workers. 
 
4. Deal with concerns about suspected, 
witnessed or reported harm, referring them to 
the appropriate authorities where necessary. 
(Importantly, this relates to adults and children) 
 
5. Keep appropriate records of incidents or 
allegations. 
 
When a member of the congregation agrees to 
do regulated work with children or vulnerable 
adults we need to ensure that they apply to 
become a member of the PVG scheme. 
 
Regulated work on behalf of the congregation 
includes roles such as Sunday school teaching 
and assisting in the creche. I will contact 
people and ask for ID and arrange for the 
online PVG application process to be carried 
out. I am very grateful to everybody for their 
help with this. 
 
I also run the Sunday school library monthly 
during term time. It is a real privilege to ensure 
children have regular access to Christian 
resources.  

Presbytery Update 
 
Presbytery is responsible for all the 
congregations within its area. It appoints 
interim moderators to vacant congregations, 
assesses candidates for the ministry, arranges 
inductions and is responsible for the wellbeing 
and pastoral care of each congregation. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Skye and Wester Ross Presbytery meet on the 
last Tuesday of each month apart from May, 
July and December. It meets via Zoom due to 
the wide area it covers but plan to meet face to 
face on at least a couple of occasions during 
the year. 
 
Presbytery is made up of all the ministers 
within its bounds with three additional ministers 
to help while our ministerial numbers are low. 
 
There is also one elder from each of the 11 
congregations appointed by their kirk sessions 
annually. This Presbytery also has a minute 
clerk who is responsible for any admin duties. 
 
The meetings begin with a short devotional 
followed by a time for prayer. 
 
At the last meeting they appointed the 
Moderator, for the coming year, Rev Dan 
Paterson and the new elders. The meeting 
then went on to discuss a congregational 
issue, received reports from those who 
attended the general assembly, reports from 
vacant congregations and also from the 
various boards and committees of the national 
church. 
 
Ed – Thank you to Sandra Armstrong for 
providing this article and the useful information 
about the work of the Presbytery and also to 
both Duncan Mackinnon and Sandra for their 
time and effort dedicated to attending these 
meetings and representing the interests of our 
congregation and the wider area.  There is 
always a need for more helpers in various roles 
within the church – if you have some time and 
want to serve please speak to any of the elders 
or deacons.  Don’t wait to be asked – we need 
you! 



A Royal 
appointment 
 
Over the first 
weekend of June 
a number of 
events were held 
in the area to 
celebrate the 
Queen’s jubilee 
and a host of our 
congregation were 
involved in one 
way or another 
and we were on 
hand to record 
events for the 
newsletter. 
 
An amazing 
£558.74 was 
raised for the new 
building fund on 
the cake stall. 

 
Thank you volunteers 

 
We would like to 
thank all of the 
volunteers who gave 
up their time to 
assist with 
marshalling at the 
Isle of Skye Half 
Marathon this year.  
An exceptionally wet 
and wild day led to 
many damp 
marshals by the end 
of the event but 
thanks to your 
support a donation 
of £350 was made to 
church funds by the 
half marathon 
committee. 
 
Thank you also to 
Duncan for representing the congregation on 
the day of the run. 
 

 
Prizegiving 
 
Thank you also to all the young people 
for all their hard work throughout the 
year.  We enjoyed seeing them all 
receive a small gift at the recent 
prizegiving event. 
 


