
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
There has been so much good news to share 
in this edition of the newsletter we weren’t sure 
where to start (a good problem to have).  
 
As we now start to think 
about the June edition, 
that constant reminder 
that without your input 
there would be no 
newsletter.  Please do 
share any items that you 
think should be included 
in future editions by 
contacting us via 
newsletter@pbfc.scot, 
grab one of us in person, 
send a letter or carrier 
pigeon! 
 
What better way to start 
off than news of an engagement. 
 
We all want to congratulate Mairi and Jude on 
the exciting news of their engagement at 
Neist Point on 5th March. 
 
Mairi met Jude, who hails from Aberdeen, ye 
ken, at Bon Accord Free Church.  Jude works 
as a climbing wall instructor and is soon to 
commence engineering studies at university.  
 
Lewis’ Log 
 
Hello all, it’s 
good to be 
writing to you 
again! I haven’t 
been home for a 
while but I often  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
think of everyone in Portree FC.  
 
I’m coming to the end of my second year at 
ETS, and it’s been a busy but valuable time. 

We’ve been able to work 
through several different topics 
such as ethics, anthropology, 
preaching class, and 
languages - overall they have 
been very influential subjects, 
even if they’ve hurt my head at 
some points! 
 
This summer Blythe and I will 
be leaving St Columba’s and 
joining Derek Lamont in Hope 
Church Leith. It’s been a great 
three years and I’m sad to 
leave, but I’m looking forward 
to working in the area that we 
live in, and seeing a very 

different ministry.  
 
Thank you 
for your 
continued 
support 
and 
interest, it 
is not 
forgotten. I 
hope you 
as a 
church 
have had a 
great start 
to 2025, 
and will 
continue to 
do so into 
the 
summer.  
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Happy Birthday Nan 
 
What turned out to be 
the social event of the 
year so far was held 
recently at the 
Church.  Dozens of 
guests were in 
attendance to 
congratulate Nan 
Montgomery as she 
celebrated her 90th 
birthday in style 
surrounded by friends 
and family. 
 
We are grateful to her 
family for providing 
this short write up of 
the event. 
 
Our lovely Mum, Nan 
Montgomery, recently 
celebrated her 90th 
birthday, with an 
afternoon tea in the 
wonderful Shepherd’s 
Way Church.  
 
Mum was joined by all her family and many 
dear friends and we were treated to a delicious 
afternoon tea kindly provided by Relish. 
 
As promised in the invites a cuppa, a cake and 
a blether was the order of the day. 
 
Many, many thanks to Donnie G for allowing us 
the use of Shepherd’s Way Church - perfect 

venue, Relish (Calum & Archie), Michelle for 
lovely cake and Gillie for all your help - very 
much appreciated.  

 
Perhaps the most precious 
part of Mums 90th was 
meeting her 3 great 
grandsons, Xavier, Benji & 
Monty, from New Zealand, 
for the first time. 
 
It was amazing to be able 
get photos of Mum with the 
3 boys alongside her other 
2 great grandchildren 
Ruaridh & Poppy. Very 
precious.  
 
Mum had an amazing day 
and very much enjoyed the 
company of her family & 
friends. 
 
We have the best Mum, 
Granny & Great Granny we 
could hope for.  
 

Young Leaders 
 
Just the 77 years apart, we 
also wish to congratulate 
Finlay Crawford (13) who 
has been undertaking the 
Young Leader project 
through Highlife Highland.  
This sees young people 
undertaking a variety of 
volunteering projects to 
support their community.  
In addition to 
assisting at 
shinty, football 
and general 
sports coaching 
sessions Finlay 
also racked up 
the hours 
volunteering at 
the church on 
setup duty and 
helping at events.  
 



Garden Update 
 
Taking 
advantage of 
some recent 
good weather 
a band of 
willing 
volunteers 
transformed 
the outdoor creche area from a rocky and 
muddy patch to a place where the youngest 
children will be able to safely play. 
 
Under the 
trusty 
stewardship 
of DA 
Campbell 
the group 
met over the 
course of a few days to rake, dig, lay (and re-
lay) slabs before tonnes of recycled rubber was 
laid. 

 
We spare a thought for the rake, brush and 
wheelbarrow that met their demise during the 
sessions due to over-enthusiasm! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Building Bookings 
 
Do you or someone/a group you know want to 
use the church? 
 
Just contact booking@pbfc.scot with your 
request and someone will get back to you. 
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Donnie’s 
Devotional 
 
Daffodils, lambs, 
leaves, longer days.  
 
There is something so 
exciting about seeing 
things coming to life at the start of a new 
season.  
 
Winter is passed; Spring has come. But there 
is nothing more exciting than seeing new life in 
Christ. When we put our trust in Jesus, he 
changes everything.  
 
"If anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation; the old has 
passed; the new has 
come." (2 Cor 5:17).  
 
And that is just the start. It 
is then we begin that 
journey to the most 
exciting place of all, where 
God says, “Look, I am 
making everything new!” 
(Rev 21:5) 
 
 

New Groups 
 
It’s great to see the church building being used 
so often throughout the week – exactly what 
was hoped for when the project was embarked 
upon.  
 
The eagle-eyes will have seen the creation of 
two new groups meeting in the church.  Firstly, 
a Men’s Fellowship which meets every third 
Monday with the next session being on 
Monday 7th April.  The group will be discussing 
topical matters that are ongoing in the world.   
 
There is also a Ladies Fellowship meeting on 
Thursday evenings with the next meeting on 
Thursday 3rd April where future dates will be 
decided. They will be discussing Timothy 
Kellers book, The Reason For God. This is in 
addition to the ladies Bible study that meets on 
Thursday mornings. 

Building Diversification 
 
In order to ensure that the building sees as 
much use as possible it will now be used each 
Wednesday afternoon by the National Indoor 
Vaulters (NIV).  The team of internationally 
renowned pole vaulters who represent nations 
from across the world will be taking advantage 
of the lofty ceiling in the large hall to practice 
their skills ahead of the Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow in 2026.  
 
We are looking for volunteers with long cars 
and houses/sheds who would be able to 
transport and store poles for the competitors.  
 

Thank you 
Sandra 
Armstrong 
 
At the March 
meeting of the 
Presbytery of Skye 
and Wester Ross in 
Lochcarron, after 
enjoying a lovely 
lunch, a 
presentation was 
given to our own 
Sandra Armstrong 
in recognition of her 
17 years of service 

as the Presbytery’s Minute Clerk.  
 
Rev Lachie MacDonald, with his usual 
eloquence and humour, thanked Sandra for all 
that she brought to the Presbytery over the 
years.  
 
The ladies who provide the lunches whenever 
the Presbytery meet in Lochcarron also 
presented Sandra with a gift.  
 
The Rev Roddie Rankin led in a very moving 
prayer, and then Presbytery sang beautifully 
Sandra’s favourite psalm, Psalm 139.  It was a 
very special occasion.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

Youth Group Update 
 
The four youth group lads 
welcomed a guest speaker 
on 23rd March Willie 
Maclean, an Elder from 
Westwoodhill Church in 
East Kilbride. 
 
Willie gave a helpful and engaging 
presentation to the group about why he is still a 
Christian ahead of a more detailed input to the 
remainder of the congregation in the evening.   
 
We are grateful to Willie, who is a regular at 
Shepherd’s Way Church, for giving up his time 

to give this input. 
 
The group have been continuing their lessons 
on the letters of the New Testament and would 
welcome anyone of secondary school age to 
come out to the sessions. 

Fundraising 
Superstar 
 
A huge 
congratulations 
goes to young 
Danny Ingall for 
his recent 
fundraising efforts 
when he recently 
took part in the 
Dunvegan 5k.   
 
A couple of 
weeks ago Danny 
saw his teacher 
Eilidh Beaton 
raising money for 
Cancer Research UK.  This inspired him to 
raise money for the charity too and he decided 
to run the Race Dunvegan 5k. 
 
He was so happy to pick this charity to remind 
him of the friends and family that have suffered 
from cancer in the past and for those that he 
knows who are currently fighting it.  With two 
and a half weeks until the event he began 
training and opened a Justgiving page with a 
target of £70.  Starting with a 3k run he built up 

his distance over two 
and a half weeks and 
he managed to 
complete the race 
without stopping 
raising £580 to date.   
 
It was very wet and 
windy but with God’s 

help and the encouragement of those who 
supported him he ran his best time of 29:52.  
Danny would like to thank everyone who has 
encouraged, supported and donated so far. 

 
If you want to support 
Danny it’s not too late – 
just follow the QR code1 
or visit Justgiving - Danny 
Ingall 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/dawn-ingall-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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