
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
Welcome to edition 17 of the Portree and 
Bracadale Free Church of Scotland newsletter.  
We would like to thank all who have 
contributed towards the newsletter.  If you have 
anything you would like to be considered for 
inclusion in forthcoming issues please contact 
the newsletter team on the email address 
above. 
 

Happy 
Anniversary 
 
We begin with 
offering our 
warmest 
congratulations 
to Donald and 
Ann MacDonald 
of Drumuie on 
the occasion of 
their golden 
wedding 
anniversary 
having been 
married in 
Aultbea on 22 
March 1974. 
 

Lewis’ Log 
 
It’s great to be able to 
write to you again - it’s 
not long since I was at 
home seeing the new 
building open! 

 
I’m in my second term at 
ETS and currently kept 
busy with exams and 

essays. We have carried on with the same subjects 
but some new courses such as ‘leadership’ and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
‘pastoral care’ have been added - both taught by 
Bob Akroyd and a highlight this year. 

 
There have been changes in the church with Derek 
going to Leith and Cory taking over, so it’s been 
busy but exciting working out as a team how the 
next few months will look. I’m at the end of my first 
year now - it’s been great meeting other guys 
heading the same way and making new 
friendships. Hard to think that that’s a quarter of 
the course finished already! 

 
Thank you for your continued support and interest, 
it will be good to see you when I’m home in the 
summer.  
 
Lewis 
 

Lucky2BHere 
 
The congregation were grateful to receive the 
donation of a defibrillator from Ross Cowie of 
Lucky2BHere during the 3:16 Challenge in 2023.  
 
With the 
building 
now 
complete 
and in full 

operation 
the 
defibrillator 
has been 
installed in a 
prominent 
position on 
the church 
so that it can 
be easily 
accessed by 
the local 
community during cardiac emergencies when every  
second is vital.  
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The Lucky2BHere team also provided training to 
volunteers 
within the 
congregation 
at a recent 
evening 
event where 
a large 
number 
attended to 
enhance 
their 
lifesaving 
skills. 
 
The charity 
does 
important work throughout the 
community and in gratitude for the 
donation and work done by the team a 
collection was held during a Sunday 
service which has been gifted to 
Lucky2BHere to help the volunteers 
continue their efforts. 

 
 
 
 
 

Climbing new heights 
 
A recent suggestion to help raise funds 
towards the loan repayments for Shepherd’s 
Way Church has been given the go-ahead by 
Donnie G following extensive consultation 
within the congregation. 
 
Recognising the potential for tourism to benefit 
the church going forward it has been decided 

to tap into the financial resource that visitors to 
Skye can offer. 
 
With the Old Man of Storr receiving 
over 100,000 visitors per year the 
decision has been taken as part of the 
landscaping arrangements for the 
church site to move the famous 
pinnacle from its current location on 
Callie’s croft to be sited adjacent to 
the church. 
 
On a daily basis Donnie G supported 
by Dr Crichton and other volunteers 
will lead guided ascents and abseils of 
the pinnacle using specialist rock 

climbing equipment.  
With admission being 
limited at £3.16 it is 
hoped that a large 
number of visitors will 
come daily. 
 
  A professional 
consultant has 
developed an artists 
impression below as 
the committee behind 

the proposal now seek to obtain planning 
permission. DA Campbell has intimated that he 
anticipates with a small group of willing 

volunteers he would have 
the pinnacle moved and in 
place in 2-3 business days.  
 
A cleaning and tea rota will 
be implemented in due 
course with additional 
training available for those 
tasked with cleaning the 
loftier sections of the 
attraction. 
 



Shinty Update 
 
Two of our young folk 
recently had the 
honour of 
representing North 
End schools shinty at 
the national primary 
indoor finals in Fort 
William. 
 
Ruben MacDonald 
and Ellis Crawford 
formed part of a 
young and 
enthusiastic P4-5 
team that were 
successful in the Skye tournament earlier in 
the year that saw them qualify for the national 
final at Lochaber High School. 
 
The team performed well throughout the day 
winning 3 of their 4 qualification games before 
ultimately being beaten in the semi-final by a 
strong Hilton side 
who went on to win 
the tournament.   
 
Well done boys. 
 

Aerial Update 
 
Thank you to Iain 
Cumming for these 
updated pictures of 
the Shepherd’s Way Church site showing just 
how far we have come over the past few years. 

 
And with more landscaping to come the site is 
going to go from strength to strength. 

Ground Force 
 
A team of volunteers from the congregation 
have been channelling their inner Charlie 
Dimmock’s and Alan Titchmarsh’s recently as 

plans 
(potentially 
including the 
Old Man of 
Storr) to 
develop the 
landscape 
around the 
church come 
together.  

 
Work has already been 
undertaken to clear the area 
on the gable end which will be 
used as a play and outdoor 
learning area for the young 
children. 
 
Plans are also afoot to plant a 
number of trees around the 
site. 

 
Fundraising events, including the Easter fun 
day reported below, will help fund some of the 
work and improvements and as ever, if you 
would like to get involved in any way please 
get in touch. 
 

Dates for the diary 
 
More events coming soon at Shepherd’s Way 
Church 
Saturday 13th April – Women For Mission 
Soup and Pudding 
Friday 26th April – Food and quiz night 
Saturday 18th May – Car wash and car boot 
sale 



Blythswood Talk 
 
We were recently pleased to welcome Jeremy 
Ross from Blythswood who presented on the 
work of the organisation during a Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting.  Thanks to the 
technology available to us in Shepherd’s Way 
Church it meant that he was able to share his 
updates in person and virtually via Zoom. 

 

Donnie’s Devotional -(In exactly 100 
words again) 
 
He is not here, he is 
risen! So said the angel. 
Christ’s resurrection is at 
the heart of what we 
believe. We preach 
Christ crucified, but we 
need to focus on the 
empty tomb as much as 
we do the cross. Even 
Paul noted that, “If Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile.” His resurrection gives to us 
the hope of eternal life. “If only for this life we 
have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more 
than anyone. But 
Christ has indeed 
been raised from 
the dead.” No pity 
needed; we have a 
living Saviour! 

 
 
 
 

Creche Update 
 
We are grateful to Irene for providing this item 
on progress within the creche. 

I have been helping out with creche since 
2017. When I was approached by Donnie G 
about taking the lead from Alison I was excited 
but also a bit hesitant. Alison has done a great 
job and I was not sure about filling her shoes! 

It is such an exciting time for creche. We are 
settling into the new room and enjoying 
exploring the toys and experiencing the 
sensory items. Each week we aim to carry out 
a craft activity and through this, reading 
together and informal discussions we learn the 
word of God. We recently made some photo 
frames and through this activity discussions 
around God’s love and loving one another took 
place. It is always amazing how much young 
children can take in and relate to. 

We are all very excited about the outdoor 
creche area being developed. The children 
have come up with some great ideas including 
being able to draw outside, playing together 
and having fun. We are hoping to fundraise to 
be able to purchase outdoor toys and 
equipment – watch this space! 

It is so rewarding to be a part of the creche 
group. It is a privilege to watch the children 
learn and grow and a lovely team to be a 
part of. If anyone is thinking about joining 
our wee team please make the leap and 
join us. I am more than happy to chat with 
anyone that is thinking about it. 

“Start children off on the way they should 
go, and even when they are old they will 
not turn from it” Proverbs 22: 



Treasurer’s Update 

We are enjoying our new building with all its 
facilities. We’re still finding out how to manage 
the heating and ventilation controls, and we 
haven’t received our first electricity bill yet, but 
these are minor issues compared with the very 
positive experience of being in the place at 
long last. Our ‘Official Opening’ helped us to 
crystallize our thoughts – to give thanks to God 
for the wonderful provision of our new 
premises, to give thanks to all whose hearts 
and minds were moved to donate their time 
and talents and finances to make it all possible, 
and to seek God’s guidance as to the best 
possible use of our new premises for worship 
and service. 

As we now get into our stride in the use of the 
building, the Deacons’ Court is charged with 
addressing ‘the snaggings’, ranging from 
simple matters such as ‘where is the water-
mains stopcock?’ to complex things such as 
‘how do we get the underfloor heating and the 
ventilation system to work well together?’. We 
are meeting regularly to address these issues, 
but it will take some time to for everything to be 
ironed out. 

Marching in parallel with the novelty of using 
our new premises, and with the snaggings 
exercise, is the sobering reality of our finances. 
We have indeed been blessed with donations 
from many outside our congregation and with 
sacrificial giving from many within it. This 
allowed us to enter and use the building, with 
no active debts. However, there are two major 
financial challenges ahead: 

1. The builder’s invoices will continue for 12 
months after our date of entry, that is until the 
end of November this year. We are truly 
grateful that we’ve been able to pay over £2 
million so far, but there’s still £51,000 to pay. If 
we add up all our New Building Account money 
and our Savings Account money, we have 
£48,000 available right now. There is also 
£23,000 held at the Edinburgh office, left over 
from the Struan manse sale in 2019 – this is a 
kind of ‘rainy day’ deposit. 

2. Our 20-year mortgage, repaying the 
£700,000 loan from the Free Church. The 
mortgage is currently £3,387.07 per month, 
and we have been paying it since the end of 
January. Our income from your Standing 
Orders to the New Building Account is about 
£2,100 per month. 

You can see that we’re just about there in 
terms of paying the builder, but there’s a 
£1,300 gap in our mortgage repayments, that 
is, between what we have to pay and what is 
coming into the New Building Account every 
month. 

It may feel that the pressure is off, now that 
we’re in the place – however, as explained 
above, the need is there as much as ever. We 
must continue our fund-raising effort, and I 
know that plans are already in hand for this 
purpose. 

As always, the Deacons’ Court is very grateful 
to everyone who is contributing to the New 
Building Account. They respectfully ask that as 
many as possible would continue to do so, or 
even start regular contributions if you’re not 
already doing this. The Sort Code is 82-67-18 
and the Account Number is 00413162 (Portree 
& Bracadale New Church Building Account). 

Above all, we have learned that our God 
provides for us in our need. Our consistent 
experience over the last few years has been 
that we have had enough money to pay the 
bills, but not enough to boast about our wealth 
(see Proverbs 30:8-9). We have been kept on 
our toes, we’ve had to work hard, and the Lord 
has blessed us. 

Dr Charles L Crichton 

Treasurer, & Chairman of the New Building 
subcommittee. 

 

 

 

 



Easter Eggstravaganza 

 
On Saturday 30th 
March the doors of 
Shepherd’s Way 
Church were 
opened to welcome 
the local community 
to our first Easter 
fun day. 
 
With face painting, 
hook a duck, beat 
the goalie, pin the tail 
on the bunny, a 
variety of crafts and 
the Lego Easter story 
being shown on the 
big screen there was something for everyone.  
Over 100 people came through the door on the 
day and more than £500 was raised towards 
the supply of facilities for the young folk at the 
creche.  
 

The 
Easter 
hunt 
proved 
to be 
very 
popular 
and saw  

participants searching 
for clues well beyond 
the church site.  
 
A huge thank you goes 
to everyone who 
planned and supported 
the event and to all of 
those who came along 
on the day. 
 
We look forward to 
many more fun days in 
Shepherd’s Way 
Church. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Mysterious Occurrence 
 
Some in the congregation may be already be 
aware of a large hole having mysteriously 
appeared at the church site. 
 
The newsletter team can exclusively reveal 
that a crack team of experts are looking into it. 


