
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
Welcome to the bumper 
edition 11 of our newsletter.  
We would like to thank 
everyone who has 
contributed.  If you have an 
idea for an article please 
don’t be shy – just contact us 
on the address above or in 
person and we will do our 
best to get it in print. 
 
We start this edition with 
some pictures of the recent 
open day held at the new 
building where members of 
the community were given 
the opportunity to have a look 
around and see the fantastic 
progress that is being made. 
 
A big thank you goes to 
those who came along and 
those who worked behind the 
scenes to 
make this a 
safe and 
enjoyable 
experience.  
Work to 
complete the 
new building 
continues and 
we are 
grateful to all 
of those who have worked on site during such 
a harsh winter.  We pray that the weather will 
be favourable for work to progress as swiftly 
and safely as possible. 
 
We have no idea what Robert and Roddy are 
pointing at either! 
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Fundraising Update 
 
As the new building continues to take shape, 
our fundraising efforts continue in earnest.  Be 
it the jars full of spare change, the monthly 
giving on the last Sunday of each month or the 
incredible grants received from philanthropic 
funds it has never been 
clearer that absolutely 
every single penny 
counts. 
 
Importantly though the 
Deacon’s Court who 
continue to be mindful 
of the needs of others 
have recently provided 
financial assistance to 
a variety of causes. 
 
Dr Crichton reports that 
recently the following 
payments have been 
made. 
 
‘Thirtyone:eight’ (Churches Child Protection 
Advisor Service) - £150 
Radio Skye - £200. 
‘Adam’ Support Group - £200 
International Mission to Jewish People - £200 
Alzheimers Scotland, Portree - £200 
Am Fasgaidh - £200 
Burghead Free Church and Lochgilphead Free 
Church- £200 each for building redevelopment 
plans. 
 
Over £600 has also been raised from voluntary 
contributions at Church to be donated to 
provide assistance to those caught up in the 
Turkey/Syria earthquake. Phenomenally, since 
the February newsletter almost £20,000 has 
been raised towards the new building.   
 
Jam Jars - £95  
Donation from Kilmallie Free Church - £1000 
Quiz Night - £2200 
Regular Donations via standing order and 
collection box - £2910 
End of Month special collections £3075 
A “gift in memory of our Mum, a native of 
Waternish” - £10,000 

Thank you so much to everyone who gives 
their time and money so generously as we 
continue to push on towards achieving our final 
goal.  Please continue to pray that our target 
will be  
reached. 
 

Lewis’ Log 
 
We are delighted to have 
Lewis back to hear how 
his role is progressing in 
Edinburgh. 
 
It’s good to be able to write to you again! 
 

It’s been a busy time since I last wrote - I’ve 
mostly been continuing in the different areas 
of work that I was involved in at the start but 
there have been some new opportunities to 
get alongside different people and help with 
other congregations and groups. 
 
At the moment we have a youth group 

running every fortnight, made up of teenagers 
from St Columba’s and the church plants 
nearby, where we are going through the book 
of Ruth. This has been a great opportunity to 
help our young people have a strong 
understanding of how God works in this story 
and in their lives too. 
 
There’s very often new people coming to the 
church, especially young workers and 
students, so there are a lot of ways to build 
relationships and learn how to do that in a 
church setting. It would be good if you could 
remember them while they look for somewhere 
to settle and hopefully grow in their faith.  
 
During term time I am still going to the 
preaching class and different ministry seminars 
- these have definitely been a highlight as they 
help me understand what I need to change and 
how to grow in the work, whether preaching or 
other aspects of church life.  
 
Thanks again for your prayers and support, it 
means a lot to me and I will be remembering 
you all too.     Lewis 



Donnie’s 

Devotional (in 

exactly 100 words) 

It’s lambing time! The 
Good Shepherd was a 
lamb. Look! He’s the Lamb of God. (John 
1:29). He’s the Passover Lamb that is without 

blemish or defect (1 
Peter 1:19). He’s the 
Lamb that was slain so 
that we could be 
washed of sin (Rev 
7:14). He’s the Lamb 
who will be our 
Shepherd and feed us 
and lead us to springs 
of living water (Rev 
7:14). He’s the One 
carrying us like lambs 
close to his heart. 

(Isaiah 40:11). He’s the Lamb at the centre of 
the throne and he is worthy of honour, glory, 
and praise! (Rev 5).  

Praise, food and quiz night 
 
On Friday 24th February we gathered for our 
first congregational meeting since before 
Lockdown - 
March 2020. It 
was a blessing 
to be able to 
see each 
other, chat and 
enjoy 
fellowship 
together, with 
92 people in 
attendance.  It 
was also 
wonderful to see so many children there. 
 
We had an amazing array of most delicious 
food - from Gillie’s Madras curry, a venison 
curry to a Gedintailor stew. We also had a 
great variety of other dishes for those who 
weren’t so keen on curry or indeed who liked a 
little taste of everything. The baking was as 
always plenteous and of a very high standard. 

Rev. Donnie G opened the evening with prayer 
followed by the singing of Psalm 23 led by 

Purdy. 
 
Following our meal 
it was Quiz Time. 
Drew Millar was 
our able Quiz 
Master. After 
several 
entertaining rounds 
the winning team 
was declared. They 
were The Weakest 
Link, consisting of 
Bruce & Alison 

Crawford, Domhnall Angie & Barbara 
Campbell, Dr Hannah Macleod and Dr Wilson 
Banks. Well done to them all. 
The evening closed with Amazing Grace again 
led by Purdy. 
 
A huge thank you to anyone who contributed in 
any way. The amazing total of £2200 was 
raised. 
 

Wedding Section 
 
This edition we are delighted to congratulate 
two happy couples married 25 years apart. 
 

Firstly, Helen and Craig Graham  were 
married on Saturday 15th October at 
Skeabost Hotel. Helen is the daughter of 
Rena Macleod and Derek Macleod. Craig is 
from Inverness, his parents are originally 
from Lewis. Helen and Craig have made 
their home in Croy, just outside Inverness.  

 
 
 



And many 
congratulations go to 
John and Muriel 
Urquhart who recently 
celebrated their silver 
wedding anniversary 
having been married at 
Chryston Parish Church 
by Rev Martin Allen and 
Rev. Kenny ‘Sammy” 
MacDonald on 6th March 
1998. 
 
Please share any happy 
occasions with the 
newsletter team so that 
we can all celebrate together. 
 
Meet the Team – Anne Gillies 
 
This edition we meet Anne Gillies who is a 
member of the sound production team at the 
Church ensuring the minister is heard and that 
services are 
recorded for 
sharing on Radio 
Skye.  

 
I am married to 
Gillie and I’m 
proud Mum to 
Laura and John. 
 
I was brought up 
in Kyleakin with loving parents. I have three 
brothers and I’m a proud Aunty to four 
nephews and twin nieces. 
 
My parents taught us faithfully about God and I 
went to church, Crusaders and Faith Mission 
meetings and camps which I loved.  It was at a 
camp that I put my trust in Jesus as my 
Saviour.  I never left for school in the morning 
without my parents reading the bible and 
praying for me.  I’m thankful to God to still have 
a Dad who prays faithfully, daily, for me and 
my family.   I’m thankful to God for holding my 
hand through both sad times and happy times. 
 
I love sport and over the years I particularly 
enjoyed playing badminton and I now enjoy 

walking, following Skye Camanachd and 
Rangers! 
 
I was blessed to be part of MacDiarmid 
Primary school for almost 18 years.  It 
was there I had the privilege of learning 
BSL  with fantastic children and 
amazing colleagues, which I regard as 
one of the best things I have done in my 
life.  
 
I love people and particularly love the 
Church family. I help out with the 
recording of the Sunday service for 
broadcasting on Radio Skye. 
 

I’m excited for us to be in our new Church 
building and look forward to serving Jesus in 
our community and beyond. 
 
Books, books and more books! 
 
We have been blown away by the generosity of 
people in our congregation and further afield 
who have now donated around 2000 books to 

raise funds for the new 
building. 
 
Courier companies have been 
working around the clock to 
ship all of the books that have 
been sold so far and we even 
have around 300 antiquarian 
books due to be sold in May by 
auction at Taylor’s Auctioneers 

in Montrose who have kindly waived their 
commission for the sale.  A huge thank you to 
Ewan and Marie Macrae for transporting the 
books to Montrose. 
 
At time of writing almost 
£1200 has been raised 
from this project with lots 
more books still to be 
processed. 
 
Due to a busy summer ahead for those 
managing this project we are issuing a final call 
for all books to be with us by the end of April. 
Take them to Church or contact the newsletter 
email address to arrange collection, thank you!   



Arizona Adventures 
 
Peter MacDonald, John Varwell and Charlie 
Oag all recently represented the Isle of Skye 
Pipe Band in 
the USA.  
They have 
kindly provided 
a report on 
their adventure 
for inclusion in 
the newsletter. 
 
Performing 
under the 
umbrella of the 
world’s largest 
rose bush, extending to over 9000sq feet, 
planted in 1885 and originating from Scotland 
was one of the highlights of our visit to the wild 
west cowboy and once famous silver mining 
town of Tombstone, synonymous for the gun 
fight at the O.K. Corral.  
 
It was surreal to be granted permission by the 
Mayor to be the first pipe band ever to march 
down Alan St where famous lawman Wyatt 
Earp, his brothers and dentist and deputy Doc 
Hollaway once walked.   
 

Getting our 
name on 
the big 
screen at 
the Chicago 
Cubs 
Baseball 
game 
certainly 
informed 
the 
spectators 
the Isle of 
Skye Pipe 
Band were in town. 
 
A very poignant moment was being invited to 
play “Amazing Grace” in front of a fire tender 
involved in the 9/11 New York, Twin Towers 
terrorist tragedy, now restored and housed in 
the Phoenix Hall of Flame Fire Museum 

famous for  its display of over 90 fire 
appliances, the oldest dates back to 1725.  
 
Lunch courtesy of Clan MacLeod and 
performing at the Phoenix zoo were just some 
of the amazing experiences our 28 strong 
cohort squeezed into our weeklong Arizona 
tour.  
 
Having our congregational friend Tony Cappola 
with his wife Stephanie fly down from Michigan 
to be  in the audience of the Twilight Tattoo 
was very special and appreciated. 
 
The majestic sound of the Skye Boat song 
sung both in Gaelic and English accompanied 
by the haunting sound of the pipes and drums 
striking up under the still starry sky was our 
way to mark the 78th Anniversary of  the fatal 
crash of Flying Fortress bomber that came 
down on Ben Edra above Staffin on the 3rd 
March 1945 killing the all American crew and 
piloted by Lt Paul Overfield from Arizona 
whose cousin Doug Overfield was also in the 
audience and our guest for the weekend.  
 
Scotland in the desert along with the 50 
Scottish clan representatives was the theme of 
the Phoenix Scottish Games.  Performing in 

early March 
under the 
Arizona hot 
sun in 
shorts, 
polos and 
kilts was a 
welcome 
change 
from the 
midges 
we’re 
usually 
more 

accustomed to.  
 
Our American hosts were kind and hospitable 
and meeting so may folk whose relatives are 
from Skye was so welcoming. We hope we’ve 
left our mark in Arizona and were good 
ambassadors for our island and Scotland. 
 



Our thanks go to our Skye community who 
generously supported our fundraising 
campaign and made this once in a lifetime and 
memorable trip across the pond possible. – 
Peter MacDonald 
 
Going to Arizona with the Pipe Band was an 
exceptional opportunity for everyone who went. 
There was always plenty for us to enjoy, 
although I have to say one of my favourite 
memories from the trip was playing our own 
tunes at the Twilight tattoo. As well as having 
many great experiences, there were points 
where it was difficult, such as when plans 
changed last minute or when the usual home 
comforts just weren’t available. However, we 
were all blessed by the fact that we had such 
hospitable and welcoming hosts, and the 
knowledge that we all had a safe home to 
return to. A big thank you to Peter and the 
others who organised it, and thanks also to all 
of those at home who were praying for our 
safety and a successful trip. – John Varwell 
 
I was in the Aosta Valley in northern Italy on 
the school ski trip, I’d had a fantastic week 
snowboarding for the first time. The bus 
journey was 36 hours long and we arrived back 
in Portree at midnight on the Saturday night.  I 
was home for just 15 hours before setting off 
for Arizona with the pipe band, I was tired but 
looking forward to my adventure to America! 
The highlight of going to Arizona for me was 
going to Tombstone, it was really interesting 
and totally different to anything I’d known 
before.  One of the most challenging things for 
me was definitely the heat, my ears got burnt 
to a crisp!  If I could go anywhere else in the 
world I’d love to go to Germany, I think there’d 

be loads to do 
there. 
 
It was a really 
good 
experience 
and I was 
really proud to 
be part of the 
Skye pipe 
band and 
represent our 

Island and bring them some of our culture. – 
Charlie Oag. 
 
Ed – Our calculations show that Charlie 
travelled well over 13,000 miles in the space of 
just two weeks – we hope you have recovered 
now!  
 

Six in Sixty with … Johnny Campbell 
 
Thanks go to Johnny for steering his way 
through these taxing questions. We hope he 
wasn’t tired or exhausted afterwards but are 
sure he’ll be glad to see them in the rear view 
mirror now.  
 
Tell us a little 
bit about 
you. 
I’ve lived on 
Skye all my 
life.  I was 
brought up in 
Heatherfield 
and I’m now 
living there on 
the croft after 
building a new 
house with my wife.  
I’ve had a keen interest in mechanics, vehicles 
and engines since ‘driving’ cars while sitting on 
my dad’s knee at his work at Sconser quarry 
from an early age. This led me to become a 
mechanic first, then a driving instructor, which 
I’ve been for 35 years now. 
 
How many people have you taught to drive? 
Impossible to say but on average I put about 
150 pupils a year through test, so I’d say over 
5 thousand. (Just don’t ask me if I can 
remember them all!) 
 
Are you secretly the Stig from Top Gear? 
Yes, but don’t tell anyone! 
 
What’s your favourite place on Skye? 
My favourite place is on our croft at 
Heatherfield, boiler suit on instead of a shirt & 
tie, pottering away in my garage, or catching 
up with friends at our house. 
 
What’s your top three dinner party guests? 



It would have to be my late mum Peggy first, 
because I miss her every day.  Also Don 
Williams because I love country/country gospel 
music. Lastly a late friend and driving examiner 
Derek Macrae because he gave me so much 
encouragement and advice when I was starting 
my business and he helped me more than he 
ever knew. 
 
What do you hope to see when the new 
church building opens? 
When the new church building opens I hope 
there will be a big increase in the congregation. 
Oh, and a top of the range sound system 
(please!!)  
 
Many congratulations to Johnny for 
achieving the magnificent milestone of 
35 years in business recently. He has 
made a huge contribution to the safety 
of those using the roads on Skye – well 
done Johnny! 
 

Table Top Sale 
 
Another great effort by the boot sale 
team recently at a table top sale in 
Portree Community Centre where over 
£100 was raised on the day.  Well 
done ladies! 

 

 
 
Hope Church – Helensburgh 
 
We are pleased to share the most recent 
update from our former Assistant Minister Rev. 
Duncan Murchison 

On Easter Sunday we will have been officially 
launched as a Church Plant for one whole 
year. In that time there have been many 
encouragements, some discouragements, but 
overall, plenty to give thanks to God for.  
 
Our main event is our weekly service where 
we’ve been able to welcome many people from 
the community. We aim to be as welcoming 
and friendly as possible. Our music is a mix of 
Psalms, hymns, and more modern worship 
songs and all with the aim of being both God 
glorifying and intelligible to new people. 
 
Through the week one of the main things we 
do is Community Group – a time of Bible study 

and prayer 
which is so 
important 
for 
fostering 
biblical 
community 
and 
learning 
more from 
God’s 
Word.  
 

Recently we’ve been busy. In December we 
did our first ever carol service and were 
encouraged by over 100 people attending, 
many invited by people in our congregation. 
Through the carol service I’ve been able to 
connect with a man who came along and then 
started coming to church and we now read the 
Bible together every week and chat about all 
things to do with faith.  
 
Looking ahead we hope to reach out to people 
through the opportunity of Easter. Also, in the 
summer we plan to have a team from South 
Carolina to visit us and support us in a holiday 
club.  
 
But apart from that our main goal is to live out 
and share our faith through our ordinary lives 
as we see and interact with people and are 
living out 1 Peter 3:15: “Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have.” 
 



While being a church plant can sound new and 
exciting, in reality we’re the same as any other 
church. We have the same goals of reaching 
our community with the good news about 
Jesus, worshipping God and living as a 
community of God’s people.  
 
Please pray for us as we continue in our 
mission and look ahead to Easter and the 
summer. Pray for our community and unity as 
a church and please pray for more and more 
people to come and to hear the good news and 
trust in Jesus for themselves. Please also pray 
for our fundraising efforts as well to keep the 
church ongoing.  
 
Thank you so much for your interest and 
support of our work here, it is really 
appreciated by everyone at Hope Community 
Church.  

 
Bible Class Resumes 
 
Following a brief hiatus over the past few 
weeks it can now be confirmed that the Bible 
class will be resuming after the Easter school 
holidays. 
 
Young people from S1 
to S6 are welcome to 
attend on a weekly basis 
where a programme of 
lessons will be delivered 
starting with a deeper 
dive into the Parables of 
Jesus. 
 
Monthly guest speakers 
will also be invited to talk 
to the group via Zoom where we hope to 
continue our link with the Western Isles 
congregations.  We are delighted to welcome 
along our very own Jake Napoli for the first of 
our evening sessions where we will hear about 
his life growing up in Portree, his faith and his 
employment that has seen him travel the 
globe. 
 
Plans are also being made for a summer event 
so that those starting Bible class after summer 
can get to know the rest of the group.   

We are blessed to have so many young people 
coming along to the Sunday School which 
bodes well for the future and we are very much 
looking forward to welcoming many more when 
the new building opens.  These groups need 
volunteers however and we have a wealth of 
experience, wisdom and kindness in our 
congregation that could be used to make a 
positive impact on the Christian lives of our 
young folk.  Without people giving a small 
amount of their time these groups could not 
happen and the more who volunteer the less 
time it takes. 
 
Don’t wait to be asked – come forward and be 
part of the team helping to shape and guide the 
young people in our community.  Just speak to 
any of the Sunday School or Bible class team. 
 

Down Memory Lane 
 
Thank you to Mary Macdonald for sharing 
some pictures with us – we have been trying to 
fit these into previous editions without much 
success.  We hope you enjoy a short trip down 
memory lane with the pictures below. If you 
have any old pictures, we would love to see 

them.  



Save The Date 
 
You are hereby cordially invited to attend the 
Skye Camanachd Clubhouse between 1pm 
and 3.30pm 
on Monday 
8 May 2023 
to celebrate 
the 
coronation 
of King 
Charles III at 
a coronation 
tea party. 
 
Hot and cold 
drinks and 
home bakes 
will be 
served – all 
are 
welcome. 
 
Donations will be appreciated at the door 
towards the new building fund but your 
presence at this opportunity to enjoy some 
fellowship on an occasion that doesn’t come 
along very often is even more welcome. 
 
 

A World First 
 
Following years of intensive 
research alongside the world 
renowned experts at the British 
Association of Advancement of 
Animals in Agriculture 
(BAAAA) we are delighted to 
announce that a world first has 
been achieved in the small and 
relatively unknown Skye 
township of Borreraig.  
 
It's unlikely that many of you 
will ever have heard of this 
rarely spoken of remote 
hideaway but rumours of a 
ground breaking discovery 
have emerged in local media. 
After many failed attempts to 
perfect the techniques required 

to achieve this scientific marvel eventually 
Donnie G has been able to breed a class of 
sheep hitherto undiscovered – and now named 
the MacDonald’s Burach. 

 
Speaking of his achievements, 
Donnie G said “I am not sure if 
many in the congregation are 
aware of my links to Borreraig and 
my love for the area as it’s not 
something I have spoken of often.  
To be able though to breed the 
first tartan sheep on Skye is an 
achievement that I am really proud 
of.  Debbie has been fully 
supportive of my efforts and we 
look forward to going on to 
investigate how we can finesse 
the patterns going forward”. 
 
At time of going to press it has not 
yet been confirmed how the 

ticketing arrangements will operate for tours of 
the croft but it is expected to take a similar form 
to that of the pandas at Edinburgh Zoo. 
 
Well done Donnie – not a baaaaad effort at all, 
ewe’ve done a great job, just don’t fleece all 
the tourists with the ticket prices! 
 

 

Credit – Katielee Arrowsmith 

SWNS:Daily Record 


